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PREFACE. 



In these Volumes is recounted the public life of my 
late father from the period to which the narrative 
was brought down by himself in his unfinished 

« 

''Autobiography of a Seaman." The completion of 
that work was prevented by his death, which 
occurred almost immediately after the publication of 
the Second Volume, eight years and a half ago. 
I had hoped to supplement it sooner ; but in this 
hope I have been thwarted. 

My father's papers were, at the time of his death, 
in the hands of a gentleman who had assisted him 
in the preparation of his " Autobiography," and to 
this gentleman was entrusted the completion of the 
work. Illness and other occupations, however, inter- 
fered, and, after a lapse of about two years, he died. 
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leaving the papers, of which no use had been made 
by him, to fall into the possession of others. Only 
after long delay and considerable trouble and ex- 
pense was I able to recover them and realize my long- 
cherished purpose. 

Further delay in the publication of this book has 
arisen from my having been compelled, as my father's 
executor, to make three long and laborious journeys 
to Brazil, which have engrossed much time. 

At length, however, I find myself able to pay the 
debt which I owe both to my father's memory and to 
the public, by whom the " Autobiography of a Sea- 
man '* was read with so much interest. At the begin- 
ning of last year I placed all the necessary docu- 
ments in the hands of my friend, Mr. H. R. Fox 

m 

Bourne, asking him to handle them with the same 
zeal of research and impartiality of judgment which 
he has shown in his already published works. I have 
also furnished him with my own reminiscences of so 
much of my father's life as was personally known to 
me ; and he has availed himself of all the help that 
could be obtained from other sources of information, 
both private and public. He has written the book 
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to the best of his ability, and I have done my utmost 
to help him in making it as complete and accurate as 
possible. We hope that the late Earl of Dundonald's 
life and character have been all the better delineated 
in that the work has grown out of the personal 
knowledge of his son and the unbiassed judgment of 
a stranger. 

A long time having elapsed since the publication 
of the *^ Autobiography of a Seaman," it has been 
thought well to give a brief recapitulation of its 
story in an opening chapter. 

The four following chapters recount my father's 
history during the five years following the cruel 
Stock Exchange trial, the subject last treated of in 
the ** Autobiography." It is not strange that the 
harsh treatment to which he was subjected should 
have led him into opposition, in which there was 
some violence, which he afterwards condemned, 
against the Government of the day. But, if there 
were circumstances to be regretted in this portion of 
his career, it shows almost more plainly than any 
other with what strength of philanthropy he sought 
to aid the poor and the oppressed. 
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His occupations as Chief Admiral, first of Chili 
and afterwards of Brazil, were described by him- 
self in two volumes, entitled, ** A Narrative of 
Services in Chih, Peru, and Brazil." Therefore, the 
seven chapters of the present work which describe 
these episodes have been made as concise as possible. 
Only the most memorable circumstances have been 
dwelt upon, and the details introduced have been 
drawn to some extent from documents not included 
in the volumes referred to. 

There was no reason for abridgment in treating 
of my father's connection with Greece. In the ser- 
vice of that country he was less able to achieve 
beneficial results than in Chili and Brazil ; but as, 
on that ground, he has been frequently traduced by 
critics and historians, it seemed especially important 
to show how his successes were greater than these 
critics and historians have represented, and how his 
failures sprang from the faults of others and from 
misfortunes by which he was the chief sufferer. The 
documents left by him, moreover, afford abimdant 
material for illustrating an eventful period in modern 
history. The chapters referring to Greece and 
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Greek aflFairs, accordingly, enter with especial ful- 
ness into the circumstances of Lord Dundonald's life 
at this time, and his connection with contemporary- 
politics. 

Eight other chapters recount all that was of most 
public interest in the thirty years of my father's life 
after his return from Greece. Except during a brief 
period of active service in his profession, when he 
had command of the British squadron in North 
American and West Indian waters, those thirty years 
were chiefly spent in efforts — by scientific research, 
by mechanical experiment, and by persevering argu- 
ment — to increase the naval power of his country, 
and in efforts no less zealous to secure for himself 
that full reversal of the wrongful sentence passed 
upon him in a former generation, which could only 
be attained by public restitution of the official 
rank and national honours of which he had been 
deprived. 

This restitution was begun by his Majesty King 
William IV,, and completed by our present most 
gracious Queen and the Prince Consort. By the 
kindnesses which he received from these illustrious 
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persoTiB, my father's later years were cheered ; and 
I can never cease to be profoundly grateful to my 
Sovereign, and her revered husband, for the personal 
interest with which they listened to my prayer 
immediately after his death. Through their gra- 
cious influence, the same banner of the Bath that had 
been taken from him nearly fifty years before, was 
restored to its place in Westminster Abbey, and 
allowed to float over his remains at their time of 
burial. Thus the last stain upon my father's me- 
mory was wiped out. 

DUNDONALD. 
London, May 24^, 1869. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTIOy. — LOBD COCBRANE^B ANCESTRY. — HIS FIRST OCCUPATIONS IN 
THE NAVY. — HIS CRUISE IN THE " SPEEDY " AND CAPTURE OF THE 
"OAMO." — HIS EXPLOITS IN THE " PALLAS." — THE BEGINNING OF HIS 
PARLIAMENT ABY LIFE. — HIS TWO ELECTIONS AS MEMBER FOR HONITON.— 
HI8 ELECTION FOB WESTMINSTER. — FURTHER SEAMANSHIP. — THE BASQUE 
B0AD6 AFFAIR. — THE COURT-MARTIAL ON LORD OAMBIER, AND ITS IN- 
JURIOUS EFFECTS OH LORD COCHRANE's NAVAL CAREER. — HIS PARLIA- 
MKRTABT OCCUPATIONS. — HIS VISIT TO MALTA AND ITS ISSUES.— THE 
ANTECEDENTS AND CONSEQUENCES OF THE STOCK EXCHANGE TRIAL. 

[1775—1814.] 

Thomas, Lord Cochrane, tenth Earl of Dundonald, 
was bom at Annsfield, in Lanark, on the 14th of 
December, 1775, and died in London on the Slst of 
October, 1860. Shortly before his death he wrote 
two volumes, styled " The Autobiography of a Sea^ 
man," which set forth his history down to 1814, 
the fortieth year of his age. To those volumes the 
present work, recounting his career during the en- 
suing six-and-forty years, is intended to serve as a 
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• ••. • 

sequeL Before .ept^ring upon the later narrative, 
however, it wiil'^ necessary briefly to recapitulate 
the incident^ that have been already detailed. 
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ThB:'fiarl of Dundonald was descended from a long 

lififi\ji" knights and barons, chiefly resident in Renfrew 

*• * • * 

* •Apd Ayr, many of whom were men of mark in Scot- 
tish history during the thirteenth and following cen- 
turies. Robert Cochran was the especial favourite 
and foremost counsellor of James III., who made him 
Earl of Mar ; but the favours heaped upon him, and 
perhaps a certain arrogance in the use of those 
favours, led to so much opposition from his peers and 
rivals that he was assassinated by them in 1480.* 

* Pinkerton, the historian, gives some curious details, illustrating not 
only Robert Cochran's character, but also the condition of government and 
society in Scotland four centuries ago. "The Scottish army," he says, 
'* acQounting to about fifty thousand, had crowded to the royal banner at 
Burrough Muir, near Edinburgh, whence they marched to Sou tray and to 
Lauder, at which place they encamped between the church and the village. 
Cochran, Earl of Mar, conducted the artillery. On the morning after their 
arrival at Lauder, the peers assembled in a secret council, in the church, 
and deliberated upon their designs of revenge. . . . Cochran, ignorant of 
their designs, left the royal presence to proceed to the counciL The earl 
was attended by three hundred men, aimed with light battle-axes, and 
distinguished by his livery of white with black fillets. He was clothed in 
a riding cloak of black velvet, and wore a large chain of gold around his 
neck; his horn of the chase, or of battle, was adorned with gold and 
precious stones, and his helmet, overlaid with the same valuable metal, 
was borne before him. Approaching the door of the church, he commanded 
an attendant to knock with authority ; and Sir Robert Douglas, of Loch- 
leven, who guarded the passage, inquiring the name, was answer^, ' *Tis I, 
the Earl of Mar.' Cochran and some of his friends were admitted. Angus 
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Later scions of the family prospered, and in 1641, 
Sir William Cochrane was raised to the peerage, as 
Lord Cochrane of Cowden, by Charles I. For his 
adherence to the royal cause this nobleman was fined 
5000/. by the Long Parliament in 1654 ; and, in re- 
compense for his loyaliy, he was made first Earl of 
Dnndonald by Charles II. in 1669. His successors 
were faithful to the Stuarts, and thereby they suf- 
fered heavily. Archibald, the ninth Earl, inheriting 
a patrimony much reduced by the loyalty and zeal of 
his ancestors, spent it all in the scientific pursuits to 
which he devoted himself, and in which he was the 
friendly rival of Watt, Priestley, Cavendish, and 
other leading chemists and mechanicians of two or 
three generations ago. His eldest son, heir to little 
more than a famous name and a chivalrous and 
enterprising disposition, had to fight his own way in 
the world. 

advanced to him, and pulling the gold chain from his neck, said, ' A rope 
will become thee better,' while Douglas of Lochleven seized his hunting- 
horn, declaring that he had been too long a hunter of mischief. Rather 
astonished than alarmed, Cochran said, * My lords, is it jest or earnest 7 
To which it was repUed, ' It is good earnest, and so thou shalt find it ; for 
thou and thy accomplices have too long abused our prince's favour. But no 
longer expect such advantage, for thou and thy followers shall now reap the 
deserved reward.' Having secured Mar, the lords despatched some men- 
at-arms to the king's pavilion, conducted by two or three moderate leaders, 
who amused James, while their followers seized the favourites. Sir William 
Roger and others were instantly hanged over the bridge at Lauder. Cochran 
was now brought out, his hands bound with a rope, and thus conducted to 
the bridge, and hanged above his fellows." 

B 2 
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Lord Cocbrane — as the subject of these memoirs 
was styled in courtesy until his accession to the peer- 
age in 1831 — was intended by his father for the 
army, in which he received a captain's commission* 
But his own predilections were in favour of a sea- 
man's life, and accordingly, after brief schooling, he 
joined the Hind^ as a midshipman, in June, 1793, 
when he was nearly eighteen years of age. 

During the next seven years he learjit his craft in 
various ships and seas, being helped in many ways 
by his uncle, the Hon. Alexander Cochrane, but 
profiting most by his own ready wit and hearty love 
of his profession. Having been promoted to the 
rank of lieutenant in 1794, he was made commander 
of the Speedy early in 1800. This little sloop, not 
larger than a coasting brig, but crowded with eighty- 
four men and six oflficers, seemed to be intended only 
for playing at war. Her whole armament consisted 
of fourteen 4-pounders. When her new commander 
tried to add to these a couple of 12 -pounders, the 

m 

deck proved too small and the timbers too weak for 
them, and they had to be returned. So Lilliputian 
was his cabin, that, to shave himself, Lord Cochrane 
was obliged to thrust his head out of the skylight 
and make a dressing-table of the quarter-deck. 

Yet the Speedy, ably commanded, was quite large 
enough to be of good service. Cruising in her along 
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the Spanish coast, Lord Cochrane succeeded in cap- 
turing many gunboats and merchantmen, and the 
enemy soon learnt to regard her with especial dread. 
On one memorable occasion, the 6th of May, 1801, 
he fell in with the GamOj a Spanish frigate furnished 
with six times as many men as were in the Speedy 
and with seven times her weight of shot. Lord 
Cochrane, boldly advancing, locked his little craft in 
the enemy's rigging. It was, in miniature, a contest 
as unequal as that by which Sir Francis Drake and 
his fellows overcame the Great Armada of Spain in 
1588, and with like result. The heavy shot of the 
Gamo riddled the Speedy'a sails, but, passing over- 
head, did no mischief to her hulk or her men. 
During an hour there was desperate fighting with 
small arms, and twice the Spaniards tried in vain to 
board their sturdy little foe. Lord Cochrane then 
determined to meet them on their own deck, and the 
daring project was facilitated by one of the smart 
expedients in which he was never wanting. Before 
going into action, " knowing," as he said, " that the 
final struggle would be a desperate one, and calcu- 
lating on the superstitious wonder which forms an 
element in the Spanish character/' he had ordered 
his crew to blacken their faces ; and, " what with this 
and the excitement of combat, more ferocious-looking 
objects could scarcely be imagined." With these 
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men following him he promptly gained the frigate's 
deck, and then their strong arms and hideous faces 
soon frightened the Spaniards into submission. 

The senior oflScer of the Cramo asked for a certifi- 
cate of his bravery, and received one testifying that 
he had conducted himself "like a true Spaniard.'* 
To Spain, of course, this was no sarcasm, and on the 
strength of the document its holder soon obtained 
fiuiher promotion. 

That achievement, which cost only three men's 
lives, led to consequences greater than could have 
been expected. Lord Cochrane, after three months' 
waiting, received the rank of post captain. But his 
desire that the services of Lieutenant Parker, his 
second in command, should also be recompensed led 
to a correspondence with Earl St. Vincent which 
turned him from a jealous superior into a bitter 
enemy. In reply to Lord Cochrane's recommenda- 
tion. Earl St. Vincent alleged that " it was unusual 
to promote two officers for such a service, — besides 
which the small number of men killed on board the 
Speedy did not warrant the application." Lord Coch- 
rane answered, with incautious honesty, that "his 
lordship's reasons for not promoting Lieutenant 
Parker, because there were only three men killed on 
board the Speedy^ were in opposition to his lordship's 
own promotion to an earldom, as well as that of his 
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flag-captain to knighthood, and his other officers 
to increased rank and honours; for that, in the 
battle from which his lordship derived his title 
there was only one man killed on board his own flag- 
ship/* That was language too plain to be forgiven. 

In July, 1801, the Speedy was captured by three 
French line-of-battle ships, whose senior in command, 
Captain Palliere, declined to accept the sword of an 
officer ** who had," as he said, " for so many hours 
struggled against impossibility," and asked Lord 
Cochrane, though a prisoner, still to wear it. He, 
however, was refused employment as commander of 
another ship. Thereupon, with characteristic energy, 
he devoted his forced leisure from professional pur- 
suits to a year of student life at Edinburgh, where, in 
1802, Lord Palmerston was his class-fellow under 
Professor Dugald Stewart. 

This occupation,' however, was disturbed by the 
renewal of war with France in 1803. Lord Cochrane, 
though with difficulty, then obtained permission to 
return to active service, the Arab, one of the craziest 
little ships in the navy, being assigned to him. On 
his representing that she was too rotten for use off 
the French coast, he was ordered to employ her in 
cruising in the North Sea and protecting the fisheries 
north-east of the Orkneys, " where," as he said, " no 
vessel fished, and consequently there were no fisheries 
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to protect." This ignominious work lasted for a 
year. It was brought to a close in December, 1804, 
soon after the appointment of Lord Melville, in 
succession to Earl St. Vincent, as First Lord of the 
Admiralty. 

By him Lord Cochrane was transferred from the 
Arab to the PaUaSj a new and smart frigate of thirty- 
two guns, and allowed to use her in a famous cruise 
of prize-taking among the Azores and off the coast 
of Portugal. This was followed in 1806 by further 
work in the same frigate, the closing portion of 
which was especially memorable. Being off the 
Basque Eoads at the end of April he fixed his atten- 
tion upon a frigate, the Minerve^ and three brigs, 
forming an important part of the French squadron 
in the Mediterranean. After three weeks' waiting, 
on the 14th of May, he saw the frigate and the brigs 
approaching him, and promptly * prepared to attack 
them. He was not deterred by knowing that the 
Minerve alone, carrying forty gims, was far stronger 
than the Pallas^ which had also to withstand the 
force of the three brigs, each with sixteen guns, and 
to be prepared for the fire of the batteries on the Isle 
d' Aix. " This morning, when close to Isle d'Aix, 
reconnoitring the French squadron," he wrote con- 
cisely to his admiral, " it gave me great joy to find 
our late opponent, the black frigate, and her compa- 
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nions, the three brigs, getting under sail. We formed 
high expectations that the long wished-for opportu- 
nity was at last arrived. The Pallas remained under 
topsails by the wind to await them. At half-past 
eleven a smart poipt-blank firing commenced on both 
sides, which was severely felt by the enemy. The 
main topsail-yard of one of the brigs was cut 
through, and the frigate lost her after-sails. The bat- 
teries on risle d'Aix opened on the Pallas, and a 
cannonade continued, interrupted on our part only 
by the necessity we were under to make various tacks 
to avoid the shoals, till one o'clock, when our endea- 
vour to gain the wind of the enemy and get between 
him and the batteries proved successful. An eflfectual 
distance was now chosen. A few broadsides were 
poured in. The enemy 's fire slackened. I ordered ours 
to cease, and directed Mr. Sutherland, the master, to 
run the frigate on board, with intention effectually to 
prevent her retreat. The enemy's side thrust our 
guns back into the ports. The whole were then dis- 
charged. The effect and crash were dreadful. Their 
decks were deserted. Three pistol-shots were the 
unequal return. With confidence I say that the 
frigate would have been lost to France, had not the 
unequal collision torn away our fore-topmast, jib- 
boom, fore and maintop-sails, spritsail-yards, bumpkin, 
cathead, chainplates, fore-rigging, foresail, and bower 
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anchor, with which last I intended to hook on ; but 
all proved insufficient. She would yet have been 
lost to France, had not the French admiral, seeing 
his frigate's foreyard gone, her rigging ruined, and 
the danger she was in, sent two others to her assist- 
ance. The Pallas being a wreck, we came out with 
what sail could be set, and his Majesty's sloop the 
Kingfisher afterwards took us in tow." The exploit 
was none the less valiant in that it was partly a 
failure. 

The waiting-times before and after that cruise 
were occupied by Lord Cochrane with brief com- 
mencement of parliamentary life. Long before this 
time Lord Cochrane had resolved on entering the 
House of Commons, in order to expose the naval 
abuses which were then rife, and which he had never 
been deterred, by consideration of his own interests, 
from boldly denouncing. He stood for Honiton in 
1805, and was defeated through his refusal to vie 
with his opponent in the art of bribery. He con- 
trived, however, to profit by corruption while he 
punished it. As soon as the election was over, he 
gave ten guineas to each of the constituents who had 
freely voted for him. The consequence of this was 
his triumphant return at the new election, which took 
place in July, 1806. When his supporters asked for 
like payment to that made in the previous instance. 
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it was bluntly refused. " The former gift," said Lord 
Cochrane, " was for your disinterested conduct in not 
taking the bribe of five pounds from the agents of 
my opponent. For me now to pay you would be a 
violation of my principles." 

A short cruise in the Basque Roads prevented 
Lord Cochrane from occupying in the House of Com- 
mons the seat thus won, and in April, 1807, very soon 
after his return. Parliament was again dissolved. He 
then resolved to stand for Westminster, with Sir 
Francis Burdett for his associate. Both were re- 
turned, and Lord Cochrane held his seat for eleven 
years. In 1807, however, he had only time to bring 
forward two motions respecting sinecures and naval 
abuses, which issued in violent but unproductive dis- 
cussion, when he received orders to join the fleet in 
the Mediterranean as captain of the Imperieuse. Naval 
employment was grudgingly accorded to him ; but it 
was thought wiser to give him work abroad than to 
suffer under his free speech at home. 

This employment was marked by many brilliant 
deeds, which procured for him, on his surrendering 
his command of the Impirimse after eighteen months' 
duration, the reproach of having spent more sails, 
stores, gunpowder, and shot than had been used by 
any other captain in the service. 

The most brilliant deed of all, one of the most 
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brilliant deeds in the whole naval history of England, 
was his well-known exploit in the Basque Roads on 
the nth, 12th, and 13th of April, 1809. Much against 
his will, he was persuaded by Lord Mulgrave, at that 
time First Lord of the Admiralty, to bear the respon- 
sibility of attacking and attempting to destroy the 
French squadron by means of fireships and explosion- 
vessels. The project was opposed by Lord Gambier, 
the Admiral of the Fleet, as being at once " hazardous, 
if not desperate," and " a horrible and anti-Christian 
mode of warfare ;" and consequently he gave no 
hearty co-operation. On Lord Cochrane devolved 
the whole duty of preparing for and executing the 
project. His own words will best tell the story. 

"On the 11th of April," he said, "it blew hard, 
with a high sea. As all preparations were complete, 
I did not consider the state of the weather a justifi- 
able impediment to the attack ; so that, after night- 
fall, the oflScers who volunteered to command the 
fireships were assembled on board the Caledonia^ and 
supplied with instructions according to the plan pre- 
viously laid down by myself. The Imperieuse had 
proceeded to the edge of the Boyart Shoal, close to 
which she anchored with an explosion-vessel made 
fast to her stem, it being my intention, after firing 
the one of which I was about to take charge, to return 
to her for the other, to be employed as circumstances 



HIS EXPLOIT IN THE BASQUE ROADS. 13 

might require. At a short distance from the 
Imperieuse were anchored the frigates Aigle^ Unicom^ 
and Pallas, for the purpose of receiving the crews of 
the fireships on their return, as well as to support the 
boats of the fleet assembled alongside the CcesaVj to 
assist the fireships. The boats of the fleet were not, 
however, for some reason or other made use of at 
all. 

" Having myself embarked on board the largest 
explosion-vessel, accompanied by Lieut. Bissel and a 
volunteer crew of four men only, we led the way to 
the attack. The night was dark, and, as the wind 
was fair, though blowing hard, we soon neared the 
estimated position of the advanced French ships, for 
it was too dark to discern them. Judging our 
distance, therefore, as well as we could, with regard 
to the time the fuse was calculated to burn, the crew 
of four men entered the gig, under the direction of 
Lieut. Bissel, wliilst I kindled the portfires, and 
then, descending into the boat, urged the men to 
pull for their lives, which they did with a will, 
though, as wind and sea were strong against us, 
without making the expected progress. 

"To our consternation, the fuses, which had been 
constructed to burn fifteen minutes, lasted little more 
than half that time, when the vessel blew up, filling 
the air with shells, grenades, and rockets ; whilst the 
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downward and lateral force of the explosion raised a 
solitary mountain of water, from the breaking of 
which in all directions our little boat narrowly 
escaped being swamped. The explosion-vessel did 
her work well, the effect constituting one of the 
grandest artificial spectacles imaginable. For a 
moment, the sky was red with the lurid glare arising 
from the simultaneous ignition of fifteen hundred 
barrels of powder. On this gigantic flash subsiding, 
the air seemed alive with shells, grenades, rockets, 
and masses of timber, the wreck of the shattered 
vessel. The sea was convulsed as by an earthquake, 
rising, as has been said, in a huge wave, on whose 
crest our boat was lifted like a cork, and as suddenly 
dropped into a vast trough, out of which as it closed 
upon us with the rush of a whirlpool, none expected 
to emerge. In a few minutes nothing but a heavy 
rolling sea had to be encountered, all having again 
become silence and darkness." 

In spite of its bursting too soon, the explosion- 
vessel did excellent work. The strong boom, com- 
posed of large spars bound by heavy chains, and 
firmly anchored at various points in its length of 
more than a mile, which was supposed to constitute 
an impassable barrier between the English ships that 
were outside and the French ships locked behind 
it, was broken in several parts. The enemy's ships 
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were thoroughly disorganised by the sudden and 
appaUing occurrence of the explosion. In their alarm 
and confusion, many of them fired into one another, 
and all might have been easily destroyed had the 
first success of the explosion-vessel been properly 
followed up. Unfortunately, however, on returning 
to the ImpMeusey Lord Cochrane found that there 
had been gross mismanagement of the fireships, 
which, according to his plans, were to have been 
despatched against various sections of the French 
fleet while it was too confused to protect itself. One 
of them, fired at the wrong time and sent in a 
wrong direction, nearly destroyed the Impirieuse and 
caused the wasting of a second explosion-vessel, 
which was meant to be held in reserve. The others, 
if not as mischievous in their eflFecte, were almost as 
useless. " Of all the fire-ships, upwards of twenty in 
number,'* said Lord Cochrane, " only four reached the 
enemy's position, and not one did any damage. The 
ImpSrieuse lay three miles from the enemy, so that the 
one which was near setting fire to her became useless 
at the outset ; whilst several others were kindled a mile 
and a half to the windward of this, or four miles and a 
half from the enemy. Of the remainder, many were 
at once rendered harmless from being brought to on 
the wrong tack. Six passed a mile to windward of 
the French fleet, and one grounded on Oleron." 
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li the full success of Lord Coclirane's scheme 
1 prevented, however, the work done by it 
iderahle "As the fireships began to light 
roads," he said, " we could observe the 
fleet in great confusion. Without doubt, 
!very fireship for an explosion-vessel, and 
ceived as to their distance, not only did the 
make no effort to divert them from their 
:it some of their ships cut their cables and were 
ting away broadside on to the wind and tide, 
(hers made sail, as the only alternative to 
om wliat they evidently considered certain 
on. At dayh'ght on the morning of the 
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12th and one in the afternoon, he hoisted signal 
after signal, urging Lord Gambier, who was with 
the main body of the fleet about fourteen miles 
off, to make an attack. Failing in all these, and 
growing desperate in his zeal, especially as every 
hour of delay was enabling the French to recover 
themselves and rendering success less sure, he 
suffered his single fiigate to drift towards the enemy* 
" I did not venture to make sail," wrote Lord Coch- 
rane, in his very modest account of this daring exploit, 
^^ lest the movement might be seen from the flag-ship, 
and a signal of recall should defeat my purpose of 
making an attack with the ImpSrietise ; my object 
being to compel the Commander-in-Chief to send 
vessels to our assistance. We drifted by the wind 
and tide slowly past the fortifications on Isle d' Aix ; 
but, though they fired at us with every gun that 
could be brought to bear, the distance was too great 
to inflict damage. Proceeding thus till 1.30 p.m., 
we then suddenly made sail after the nearest of the 
enem/s vessels escaping* In order to divert our 
attention from the vessels we were pursuing, these hav- 
ing thrown their guns overboard, the Calcutta^ a store- 
ship carrying fifty-six guns, which was still aground, 
broadside on, began firing at us. Before proceeding 
further, it became therefore necessary to attack her, 
and at 1.50 we shortened sail and returned the fire. 
VOL. I. c 
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At 2.0 the Imp^ieuse came to an anchor in five 
fathoms, and, veering to half a cable, kept fast the 
spring, firing upon the Calcutta with our broadside, 
and at the same time upon the Aquillon and ViUe de 
VaraoviCy two line-of-battle ships, each of seventy-four 
guns, with our forecastle and bow guns, both these 
ships being aground stern on, in an opposite direction. 
After some time we had the satisfaction of observing 
several ships sent to our assistance, namely, the 
Emeraldj the Unicom^ the Indefatigable , the Valianty 
the Mevenge, the Pallas^ and the Aigle. On seeing 
this, the captain and the crew of the Calcutta aban- 
doned their vessel, of which the boats of the 
Imperieuse took possession before the vessels sent to 
our assistance came down." Soon after the arrival of 
the new ships, the two other vessels were also forced 
to surrender. 

Most-of the ships sent to his assistance returned to 
Lord Qambier on the 13th. Lord Cochrane, seeing 
that it would be easy for him to do much further 
mischief, made ready for the work on the morrow. 
But from this he was prevented by the inexcusable 
conduct of Lord Gambier, who, having discounten- 
anced the attempt with the fireships, now not only 
refused to take part in the victory which his comrade 
had made possible, but also hindered its achievement 
by him. 
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Lord Cochrane had already overstepped the strict 
duty of a subordinate, though acting only as became 
an English sailor. The fireships with which he had 
been ordered to ruin the enemy's fleet had partly 
failed through the error of others. " It was then/* 
he said, " a question with me whether I should dis- 
appoint the expectations of my country, be set down 
as a charlatan by the Admiralty, whose hopes had 
been raised by my plan, and have my future prospects 
destroyed, or force on an action which some had 
induced an easy Commander-in-Chief to believe im- 
practicable/* He did force on some fighting, which 
was altogether disastrous to the enemy, and rich in 
tokens of his unflinching heroism; but it was in 
violation of repeated orders, dubiously worded, from 
Lord Gambier, and, when at last an order was issued 
in terms too distinct to allow of any further evasion, 
he had no alternative but to abandon the enterprise. 
He was at once sent back to England, to be rewarded 
with much popular favour, and with a knighthood of 
the Order of the Bath, conferred by George IH., but 
to become the victim of an official persecution, which, 
embittering his whole life, lasted almost to its close. 

It must be admitted that this persecution was in 
great measure provoked by Lord Cochrane*s own 
fearless conduct. He was reasonably aggrieved at 
the effort made by the Admiralty authorities to attri- 

c 2 
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lord Gambier, who bad taken no part at all 

Ihievements in Basque Roads, all the merit 

liucceas. To use his own caustic but accurate 

BThe only victory gained by Lord Gambier 

: Roads was that of bringing his ships to 

Ihere, whilst the enemy's ships were quietly 

off from the banks on which they had been 

jne miles distant from the fleet." When for 

leeding it was determined to honour Lord 

I with the thanks of Parliament, Lord Coch- 

I member for Westminster, announced his 

of opposing the motion. As a brilie to 

was offered an important command by 
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vigour and gallantry in approaching the enemy, — 
conduct, he said, *' which could not be exceeded by 
any feat of valour hitherto achieved by the British 
Navy." In the record, written four weeks later and 
in London, he altogether ignored Lord Cochrane's 
services, and transferred the entire merit to himself. 

The whole conduct of the court-martial was in 
keeping with that prelude. No effort was spared 
in stifling all the evidence on Lord Cochrane*s side, 
and in adducing false testimony against him. Log- 
books and witnesses alike were tampered with. In 
support of his scheme for annihilating the whole 
French fleet, Lord Cochrane produced in court a 
chart showing the relative position of the various 
points in Aix Roads, and of the overhanging fort 
which was to protect the French ships. This chart, 
left lying upon the table, was tacitly accepted by the 
authorities of the Admiralty as a trustworthy docu- 
ment, and duly preserved among the official records. 
But at the time the court refused to receive it in 
evidence, and adopted instead two falsified charts, in 
which, by the introduction of imaginary shoals and 
the narrowing of the channel to Aix Roads from two 
miles tx) one, the success of the scheme appeared im- 
possible. Although this gross deception was more 
than suspected, both then and afterwards, by Lord 
Cochrane, his repeated applications to the Admiralty 
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issfon to inspect the documenta were steadily 
It was not till more than fifty years after 
)d of the court-martial that he was able to 
e scandalous fraud* 

isult of the courtrmartial was, of coui-se, such 
the first had heco intended. Lord Gambier 
itted, and unlimited blame was, by inference, 
upon Lord Cochrane. The coveted vote of 
as promptly obtained from the House of Com- 
jord Cochrane's proposal that the minutes of 
t-martial be first investigated being, througli 
ial influence, summarily rejected. 
proceedings determined the course which 
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his services would be Accepted. On his replying that 
his great desire to be employed in his profession made 
him willing to do anything, and that all he wished 
for was a little longer time for preparation, no further 
communication was vouchsafed to him* He was 
quietly superseded in the command of the ImpSrieusej 
and received no other ship. 

Out of this ill-treatment, however, resulted some 
benefit to the nation. Lord Cochrane employed much 
of his forced leisure, during the next few years, in 
exposing abuses that were then over-abundant, and 
in strenuously advocating reform. In Parliament, 
voting always with his friend Sir Francis Burdett 
and the Eadical party, he limited his exertions to 
naval matters, and such as were within his own ex- 
perience. Herein there was plenty to occupy him, 
and much that it is now amusing to look back upon.* 

One scandalous grievance led to a memorable epi- 
sode in his life. The many prizes taken by him in 
the Mediterranean, which, according to rule, had 
been sent to the Maltese Admiralty Court for con- 
demnation, had been encumbered with such pre- 
posterous charges that, instead of realizing anything 
by his captures, he was made out to be largely in 
debt to the Court. The principal agent of this Court 
was a Mr. Jackson, who illegally held office as at the 

• See Appendix (II.). 
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le marshal and proctor. " The coneequeDce 
d Lord Cochrane, " that every prize placed 
ids as proctor had to pass through hia hands 
lal ; whilst as proctor it waa further in his 
consult himself as marshal as often as he 
md to any extent he pleased. The amount 
nsultation may be imagined." As proctor 
ed for visiting himself, and as marshal he 
for receiving visits from himself. As mar- 
is paid for instructing himself, and as proctor 
)aid for listening to his own instructions. 
ings and twopence three farthings was the 
f charge for an oath to the effect that he 
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such a document being denied^ he proceeded to htint 
for it himself, and, after long and careful search^ 
found it concealed in an out-of-the-way corner of the 
building. Having taken possession of it, he was 
carrying off the prize, which he intended to exhibit 
in the House of Commons, in token of the extent 
to which he and others had been defrauded, when 
he was arrested for contempt of court. He pro- 
tested that the arrest was illegal, seeing that, as the 
court had not been sitting, no insult could have 
been offered to it. The plea was not accepted, and 
he was sent to gaoL No ground for punishment, 
however, could be found against him; and, after 
refusing to help the authorities out of their embar- 
rassment by going at large on bail, and insisting on a 
proper exculpation or nothing at all, he let himself 
out of window by means of a rope. A gig was 
waiting for him, by which he was enabled to over- 
take the packet-boat that had quitted Malta shortly 
before, to return to London, and to present the docu- 
ment seized by him to Parliament a month before 
the official report of his escapade reached home/ 

• 

* This letter from the Duke of Kent to Lord Cochmne will help to show 
that, even after the time of his Admiralty persecution, he was not without 
friends and admirers in high quarters : — ** Kensington Palace, 7th July, 
1812. My dear Ix)rd, — I trust the acquaintance I have the satisfaction to 
possess ¥rith your lordship, and the long and intimate friendship subsisting 
between myself and your brother, Lieut-Colonel Basil Clochrane, will 
warrant my intruding upon you for the purpose of seconding the wishes 
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An imprisonment of very different cliaracter 
ooenrred after an interval of nearly three years. 
This was in consequence of the &moiis Stock Ex- 
change trial, the episode last treated of by the Earl 
of Dundonald in his Autobiography, and not quite 
recounted to the end before death stayed his hand. 

From 1809 to 1813, Lord Cochrane was allowed 
to take no active part in the work of his profession. 
But at the close of the latter year, his uncle. Sir 
Alexander Cochrane, having been selected for the 
command of the fleet on the North American station, 
appointed him his flag^ptain— an appointment rest- 
ing only with the Commander-in-Chief, and one with 
which the Grovemment could not interfere. It was 
always Lord Cochrane's belief that the implacable 
enmity of his foes in the Admiralty OflSce — deter-r 
mined to prevent by irregular means, since no regular 
course was open to them, his return to naval work — 
helped to bring about the cruel persecution by which 
his whole life was embittered. But it must be ad- 
mitted that the dishonesty of one of his own kinsmen 



expressed by a young naval prot^g^ of mine, and I cannot help adding my 
earnest request that when yonr distinquished zeal and talents in your pro- 
fession are again called into action by Government, you will kindly oblige 
me by taking Lieutenant Edgar under your wing and protection ; he is a 
fine young man, and I think would not disgrace the wardroom of your 
lordship's ship. I remain, with my sincere rc^rd, my dear lord, yours 
fiiithfully, Edwabd. 
" The Bight Ilanaurable Lord Cochrane." 
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•^^bout which a chivafax>ii8 sense of honour caused 
him to be reticent during nearly fifty years-<5on- 
duced to this result. 

The chief agent of the fraud practised upon him 
was a foreigner^ named De Berenger. This man, 
clever and unscrupulous, had been associated with 
Mr. Cochrane Johnstone, an uncle of Lord Cochrane's, 
in certain stock-jobbing transactions. In that or in 
some other way he became known to Lord Cochrane 
and to his other uncle. Sir Alexander Cochrane; 
and, being a smart chemist and pyrotechnist, it was 
proposed that he should accompany Lord Cochrane 
to North America, and assist him in the trial of his 
recently-discovered method of attacking forts and 
fleets in a secret and irresistible manner. With 
that object — of course clandestine — Sir Alexander 
Cochrane sought the permission of the Admiralty 
to employ De Bei:enger as a teacher of sharp-shoot- 
ing, in which he was a well-known adept. This was 
not granted, and near the end of 1813, Sir Alexander 
set sail for Halifax, leaving Lord Cochrane to follow 
in the Tonnant, in charge of a convoy, and in 
getting the Tonnant ready for sea his lordship was 
busy during January and February, 1814 In the 
former month De Berenger sought him out and 
earnestly requested that, his official appointment 
being refused, he might be taken on board in a 
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ipacity and allowed to rely upon the success 
ark for recompense. Lord Cochrane de- 
employ him without some sort of sanction 
Admiralty, and De Berenger left him with 
;d intention of doing his utmost to procure 
ion. 

ls otherwise occupied. Being in urgent 
noney, with which to evade the grasp of 
irous creditors, he returned to his stock- 
ursuits— if indeed he had not been engaging 
ill along ; using bis proposal for employ- 
3r Lord Coclirane as a blind or as a secondary 
Instead of furthering his efforts to obtain 
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Tonnant. The real object was, by means of a trick, 
to get possession of a hat and cloak, with which to 
disguise himself afresh, and thus try to elude the 
pursuit of agents of the Stock Exchange, who would 
soon seek to punish him for his fraud. The disguise 
was given to him in all innocence, and might have 
been successful, had not Lord Cochrane, on finding 
how grossly he had been deceived, volunteered to 
assist in punishing the culprit. Leaving the Tonnant^ 
in which he was about to start from Chatham, he 
returned to London, and gave foil information as to 
his share in the transaction, with the view of far- 
thering the cause of justice and clearing himself from 
all blame. 

That was prevented by as wanton a prosecution 
and as malicious a perverting of the forms of justice 
and the principles of equity as the annals of English 
law, not often abused even in a much less degree, 
can show. The straightforward evidence famished 
by him was made the handle to an elaborate ma- 
chinery of falsehood and perjury for effecting his 
own ruin. The solicitor who had managed the cause 
of the Admiralty at the court-martial on Lord 
Gambier, and therein proved his skill, was entrusted 
with the ugly work. By him an elaborate case for 
prosecution was trumped up, and Lord Cochrane, 
hindered from sailing to North America in the 
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and liindered from obtaining any other em- 
t in his country's nervice during four-and- 
ars, was, on the 8th of June, placed in the 
s dock at tlie Court of King's Bench on a 
)f conspiring with his nncle, Mr. Cochrane 
le, with Do Berenger, and with some other 

to defraud the Stock Exchange. Lord 
ough, who presided at the trial, delivered a 
which was even more virulent and more 
by political spite than was hia wont, and 

compliant jury brought in a verdict of 
" Lord Cochrane vainly sought for a new 
d vainly adduced abundant proof of his 
c. The chance of justice that is i:;vcrv 
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already hated by all Englishmen who loved their 
birthright, dared not brook. But the unworthy ven- 
geance of his persecutors was amply satisfied in other 
ways. He had already suffered more than most 
men. " Neglect," he said, ** I was accustomed to. 
But when an alleged offence was laid to my charge, 
in which, on the honour of a man now on the brink 
of the grave, I had not the slightest participation, 
and from which I never benefited, nor thought to 
benefit one farthing, and when this allegation was^ 
by political rancour and legal chicanery, consmn- 
mated m an unmerited conviction and an outrageous 
sentence, my heart for the fiirst time sank within me, 
as conscious of a blow, the effect of which it has 
required all my energies to sustain." 

It is needless now to say anything in proof of Lord 
Cochrane s innocence of the charge brought against 
him. The world has long since reversed the verdict 
passed at Lord Ellenborough's dictation. That an 
officer and a gentleman of Lord Cochrane's reputation 
should have demeaned himself by becoming a party to 
the fraud of which he was accused, is, to say the least, 
improbable. That, if he had been guilty of that 
fraud, he should not have availed himself of the only 
benefit that could be derived from it by investing in 
the stocks when they were low B,jid selling out 
during the brief time of their artificial, value, is far 
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probable. That, when the fraud was perpe- 
nd its chief instrument was undiscovered, he 
ave left the Tonnant m order to expose him, 
)f taking him away from England, and 80 
insuring the preservation of the secret, is 
npossible. 

ily faults were too great faith in his own inno- 
d a too chivalrous desire to protect, or rather 
n from injuring, his unworthy kinsman. " I 
here distinctly understood," it was said by 
3Ugham, in his *' Historic Sketches of British 
n," " to deny the accuracy of the opinion 
5rd Ellenborough appears to have formed in 
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were brought up for judgment, we, the counsel, could 
not persuade Lord Cochrane to shake himself loose 
from the contamination by abandoning him." 

Part of a letter addressed to the Earl of Dundonald 
in 1859, on the anniversary of his eighty-fourth birth- 
day, and shortly after the publication of the first volume 
of his ** Autobiography of a Seaman," by the daughter 
of the man whose wrong-doing had conduced so terribly 
to his misfortunes, may here be fitly quoted : — ** You 
are still active, still in health," says the writer, " and 
you have just given to the world a striking proof of 
the vigour of your mind and intellect. Many years 
I cannot wish for you ; but may you live to finish 
your book, and, if it please Q-od, may you and I have 
a peaceful death-bed. We have both suffered much 
mental anguish, though in various degrees ; for yours 
was indeed the hardest lot that an honourable man 
can be called on to bear. Oh, my dear cousin, let me 
say once more, whilst we are still here, how, ever 
since that miserable time, I have felt that you suf- 
fered for my poor father's &ult — how agonizing that 
conviction was — ^how thankftd I am that tardy justice 
was done you. May Gt)d return you fourfold for 
your generous though misplaced confidence in him, 
and for all your subsequent forbearance !" 

Another extract from a letter, from one out of a 
multitude of tributes to the Earl of Dundonald's 
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ble bearing, which were tendered after his 
ball cloee this introductory chapter. *' Five 
'ter the trial of Lord Cochrane," wrote Sir 
Kelly, now Lord Cliief Baron, on the 17th 
rabcr, 1860, " I began to study for the bar, 
:y soon became acquainted with and in- 
in his case, and I have thought of it much 
g during more than forty years ; and I am 
ily convinced that, had he been defended 
nd separately from the others accused, or had 
lie last moment, before judgment was pro- 
1, applied, with competent legal advice and 
;:e, for a new trial, he would have been un- 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE ISSUE OF THE STOCK EXCHANGE TRIAL. — LORD OOCHRANB*S COMMITTAL 
TO TUE kino's bench PRISON. — THE DEBATE UPON HIS CASE IN THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, AND HIS SPEECH ON THAT OCCASION. — HIS EXPULSION 
FROM THE HOUSE, AND EB-ELECTION AS MEMBER FOB WESTMINSTER.— 
THE WITHDRAWAL OF HIS SENTENCE TO THE PILLOBT. — THE REMOVAL OF 
HIS INSIGNIA AS A KNIGHT OF THE BATH. 

[1814.] 

The famous and infamous Stock Exchange trial 
occupied the 8th and 9th of June, 1814 ; but the sen- 
tence was deferred until the 21st of the same month, 
in consequence of Lord Cochrane's demand for a new 
trial. That demand was not complied with, in spite 
of the production of overwhelming evidence to justify 
it ; and the victim of Lord EUenborough and the 
tyrannical Government of the day was at once con- 
veyed to the King's Bench Prison. No time was lost 
in heaping upon him all the indignities which, in 
accordance with precedent and in excess of all prece- 
dent, might supplement his degradation. 

The first was a notice of motion which would 
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I his expulsion from tlie House of Commons. 
)chi-ane promptly availed himself of the 

thus afforded for a public avowal of his inno- 

To the Hon. Ciiarles Abhot, then Speaker 

[ouse, he wrote from his prison on the 23rd 

" Sir," runs the letter, " I respectfully 

you to communicate to the Honourable 
if Commons my earnest desire and prayer 
question arising out of the late convictions 
ourt of King's Bench may be agitated widi- 
rding me timely notice and full opportunity 
ling in my place for the justification of my 
r. From the House of Commons I hope to 
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tion of the subject. From this statement it is not 
necessary to cite the clear and conclusive recapitula- 
tion of the evidence adduced at the trial, or refused 
admission therein because it was too convincing, 
in proof of Lord Cochrane's innocence; but room 
must be found for some passages illustrating the in- 
dependent temper of the speaker and the perversions 
of justice to which he fell a victim. 

"I am not here, sir,** he said, "to bespeak comr 
passion or to pave the way to pardon. Both ideas 
are alike repugnant to my feelings. That the public 
in general have felt indignation at the sentence that 
has been passed upon me does honour to their hearts, 
and tends still to make my country dear to me, in 
spite of what I have suffered from the malignity 
of persons in power. But, sir, I am not here to com- 
plain of the hardship of my case or about the cruelty 
of judges, who, for an act which was never till now 
ever known or thought to be a legal offence, have 
laid upon me a sentence more heavy than they have 
ever yet laid upon persons clearly convicted of the 
most horrid of crimes— crimes of which nature herself 
cries aloud against the commission^ If, therefore, it 
was my object to complain of the cruelty of my 
judges, I should bid the public look into the calendar, 
and see if they could find a punishment like that in- 
flicted on me ; inflicted by these same judges on any 
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lese unnatural wretcbes. It is not, however, 
lesa to complain of the cruelty of this sen- 
I am here to assert, for the third time, my 
e in the most unqualified and solemn manner ; 
■e to expose the unfairness of the proceed- 
inst me previous to tlie trial, at the trial, and 
nt to it ; I am here to expose the long train 
villainies which have been practised against 
irto with so much succesa. 
a persuaded, sir, tliat the House will easily 
and every honourable man, I am sure, par- 
In my feelings, that the fine, the imprison- 
pillory— even that pillory to which I am 
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this assertion of my innocence, I next proceed to 
complain of the means that have been made use of to 
effect my destruction. And first, sir, was it ever 
before known in this or in any other country, that 
the prosecutor should form a sort of court of his own 
erection, call witnesses before it of his own choosing, 
and, under offers of great rewards, take minutes of 
the evidence of such witnesses, and publish those 
minutes to the world xmder the forms and appear- 
ances of a judicial proceeding ? Was it ever before 
known, that steps like these were taken previous to 
an indictment, — ^previous to the bringing of an in- 
tended victim into a court of justice ? Was there 
ever before known so regular, so systematic a scHeme 
for exciting suspicion against a man, and for im- 
planting an immovable prejudice against him in the 
minds of a whole nation, previous to the preferring 
a Bill of Indictment, in order that the grand jury, be 
it composed of whomsoever it might, should be pre- 
disposed to find the bill ? I ask you, sir^ and I ask 
the House, whether it was ever before known, that 
means like these were resorted to, previous to a man's 
being legally accused? But, sir, what must the 
world think, when they see some of those to whom 
the welfare and the honour of the nation are com- 
mitted covertly co-operating with a Committee of 
the Stock Exchange, and becoming their associates 
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efarions a scheme? Nevertlieless, sir, thia 
low notorious to the whole world. I must 
I was not prepared to believe the thing 

upon followed a detailed examination of the 
brought against Lord Cochrane, and of the 
which those charges were handled, special 
it being made concerning the malicious bear- 
ord Ellen borough. " It must be in the recol- 
if the House " said Lord Cochrane, " as it is 
of the public, that he urged, that he com- 
lie counsel to enter upon my defence after 
, at the end of fifteen hours from the com- 
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tyrannies, sir/' he said, ^*the worst is that which 
exercises its vengeance under the guise of judicial 
proceedings, and especially if a jury make part of the 
means by which its base purposes are effected. The 
man who is flung into prison, or sent to the scaffold, 
at the nod of an avowed despotism, has at least the 
consolation to know that his sufferings bring down 
upon that despotism the execration of mankind ; but 
he who is entrapped and entangled in the meshes of 
a crafty and corrupt system of jurisprudence ; who is 
pursued imperceptibly by a law with leaden feet and 
iron jaws ; who is not put upon his trial till the ear 
of the public has been poisoned, and its heart steeled 
against him, — falls, at last, without being cheered 
with a hope of seeing his tyrants execrated even by 
the warmest of his friends. In their principle, the 
ancient and settled laws of England are excellent ; 
but of late years, so many injurious and fatal altera- 
tions in the law have taken place, that any man who 
ventures to meddle with public affairs, and to oppose 
persons in power, is sure and certain, sooner or later, 
to suffer in some way or other. 

" Sir, the punishment which the malice of my 
enemies has procured to be inflicted on me is not, in 
my mind, worth a moment's reflection. The judge 
supposed, apparently, that the sentence of the pillory 
would disgrace and mortify me. I can assure him, 
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now solemnly assure this House, my consti- 
.ind my country, that I would rather stand in 
11 name, in tlie pillory, every day of my life, 
such a sentence, than I would sit upon the 
in the name and with the real character of 
lleiiborougli for one single hour, 
nething' hae been said, sir, in this House, as I 
pard, about an application for a mitigation of 
U'nco, in a certain quarter, where, it is observed, 
>rcy never failed to flow ; but I can assure the 
that an application for pardon, extorted from 
one of the things which even a partial judge 
packed jury have not the power to accom- 
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to investigate the circumstances of my case. I think 
I have stated enough to induce it to call for the 
minutes of the trial. All I wish is an inquiry. 
Many important facts yet remain to be considered, 
and I trust that the House will not come to a decision 
with its eyes shut. I entreat, I implore investigation. 
It is true that a sentence of a court of law has been 
pronounced against me; but that punishment is 
nothing, and will to me seem nothing, in comparison 
with what it is in the power of the House to inflict. 
I have already suffered much ; but if after a deliberate 
and a fair investigation the House shaU determine 
that I am guilty, then let me be deserted and 
abandoned by the world. I shall submit without re- 
pining to any the most dreadful penalty that the 
House can assign. I solemnly declare before Almighty 
God that I am ignorant of the whole transaction. 
Into the hearts of men we cannot penetrate ; we can- 
not dive into their inmost thoughts ; but my heart I 
lay open, and my most secret thoughts I disclose to 
the House. I entreat the strictest scrutiny and a 
patient hearing. I implore it at your hands, as an 
act of justice, and once more I call upon my Maker, 
upon Almighty God, to bear witness that I am inno- 
cent. He knows my heart. He knows all its secrets, 
and He knows that I am innocent." 

An animated debate followed upon that eloquent 
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Viscount Castlereagh complained that 

)clirane, instead of defending himself had 

Lord Ellenboroiigh anil the noblest 

'US of the land. Other speakers expressed 

[opinions; biit others testified to the consistent 

fcr of Lord Cochrane, rendering it impossible 

lehould be guilty of the offence with which he 

Irged ; and others again confessed that, having 

jsly had doubts in the matter, those doubts 

removed by the high-minded tone and the 

pi arguments of his defence. But in the end 

3 adopted the view set forth by Lord Castle- 

s duty was simply to accept the verdict 
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added much to Lord Cochrane's suffering, brought 
him no fresh disgrace. It only led to his triumphant 
re-election as member for Westminster, under cir- 
cumstances that were reasonably consoling to him. 
His seat having been taken from him on the 5th of 
July, a great meeting of the electors, attended by 
five thousand people, was held on the 11th. It was 
there unanimously resolved that Lord Cochrane was 
perfectly innocent of the Stock Exchange fraud, that 
he was a fit and proper person to represent the City 
of Westminster in Parliament, and that his re- 
election should be secured without any expense to 
him. Richard Brinsley Sheridan, his stout opponent 
at tiie previous election, who was now urged to oppose 
him again, honourably refused to do so ; and there- 
fore the election passed without a contest. But 
contest would only have added to its glory ; unless, 
indeed, the people, over-zealous in their expression 
of sympathy for their representative, had been pro- 
voked thereby to violent exhibition of their temper. 
Even without such provocation the turmoil of the 
re-election day, the* 16th of July, was great; angry 
crowds assembled in the streets, and menacing words 
against the Government and its myrmidons were 
loudly uttered. The wisdom of Sir Francis Burdett 
and other leaders of the popular party, however, 
prevented anything worse than angry speech. 
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noDgst all the oocarreDces of my life," said 
Cochrane, writing from the King's Bench 
to thank the electors for their confidence in 
I can call to memory no one which has pro- 
se great a degree of exultation in my breast 
that, after all the machinations of corruption 
een able to effect against me, the citizens of 
inster have, with unanimous voice, pronounced 
rthy of continuing to be one of their repre- 
ves in Parliament With regard to the case, 
itation of which has been the cause of this 
;ratifyii!g result, I am in no apprehension as 
opinions and feehngs of the world, and espe- 
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on which he was to stand in the pillory for an hour 
in front of the Royal Exchange. But the danger of 
a disturbance among the people, and of fierce oppo- 
sition in the House of Commons hindered the per- 
petration of this indignity. Some sentences of a 
letter addressed to Lord Ebrington, deprecating his 
motion in Parliament for a remission of this part of 
the sentence, are too characteristic, however, to be 
left unquoted. ** I did not expect," said Lord 
Cochrane, " to be treated by your lordship as an 
object of meroy, on the gro»J of j».t se.;ices, or 
severity of sentence. I cannot allow myself to be 
indebted to that tenderness of disposition which has 
led your lordship to form an erroneous esthnate of 
the amount of punishment due to the crimes of 
which I have been accused ; nor can I for a moment 
consent that any past services of mine should be 
prostituted to the purpose of protecting me from 
any part of the vengeance of the laws against which 
I, if at all, have grossly offended. If I am guilty, 
I richly merit the whole of the sentence that haa 
been passed upon me. If innocent, one penalty 
cannot be inflicted with more justice than another." 

If the degradation of the pillory was remitted, 
another degradation quite as painful to Lord Coch- 
rane was substituted for it. His name having, on 
the 25th of June, been struck off the list of naval 
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n the Admiralty, the Knighta Companions of 
li promptly held a chapter to conaider the 
y of expelling liim from their ranks. That 
1 done, and no time was lost in making the 
8 thorough as possible. At one o'clock in 
ning of the 11th of August, the Bath King 
repaired to King Henry the Seventh's Chapel 
minster Abbey, and there, under a warrant 
ay Lord Sidmouth, the Secretary of State, 
1 the banner of Lord Cochrane, which was 
ed between those of Ijord Beresford and Sir 
?pencer. His arms were next unscrewed, 
lielmet, sword, and other insignia were taken 
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CHAPTER in. 

IX)RD 00CHBANE*8 BBARIKa IN THE KINO'S BENCH PRISON. — HIS STREET 
LA.1CP& — HIS ESOAPB, AND THE MOTIVES FOR IT. — HIS CAPTURE IN THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, AND SUBSEQUENT TREATMENT. — HIS CONFINEMENT 
IN THE STRONG ROOM OF THE KINO's BENCH PRISON. — HIS RELEASE. 

[1814—1816.] 

DuBnra the first period of his imprisonment Lord 
Cochrane was not treated with more than usual 
severity. Two rooms in the King's Bench State 
House were provided for him, in which, of course, all 
the expenses of his maintenance devolved upon 
himself. He was led to understand that, if he chose 
to ask for it, he might have the privilege of " the 
rules,** which would have allowed him, on certain 
conditions, a range of about half-a-mile round the 
prison. But he did not choose to ask. Bather, he 
said, than seek any favour from the Government, 
he would lie in a dungeon all through the term of 
his unjust imprisonment. Throughout that period 
he resolutely avowed his perfect innocence, to friends 
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i alike ; and the consciousness of his inno- 
slpeJ him to bear up under a degradation 
a nature as sensitive and chivalrous as bis, 
ibly bitter. Good friends, like Sir Francis 
came to cheer hira in his solitude, and over- 
yet honest, friends, like William Cobhett, 
take counsel with bim as to ways of keeping 
d quickening the popular indignation which, 
any stimulants from headstrong demagogues, 
ng enough on his behalf, 
edium of his captivity was further relieved 
devotion to those scientific and mechanical 
which, all through life, yielded employment 
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nents spoke in acknowledgment of the excellent 
result of the change. Had it not been for the intro- 
duction of gas, the superiority of these new lamps 
must soon have compelled their adoption all over 
London. It is curious that the discovery of the 
illuminating power of gas — undoubtedly due to his 
father — should have superseded one of Lord Coch- 
rane's most promising inventions as soon as it had 
been brought to recognized perfection. 

In such pursuits nine months of the unjust im- 
prisonment were passed. " Lord Cochrane has hitherto 
borne all his hardships with great fortitude," wrote 
one of his most intimate friends on the 10th of No- 
vember, "and, if there are any more in store for 
him, I hope he will continue to be cheerful and 
courageous.'* **His lordship always hopes for the 
best, and is never afraid of the worst," said the same 
authority on the 9th of December, " and therefore he 
is in good spirits.'* 

This fearless disposition led, in March, 1815, to a 
bold step, which some of Lord Cochrane's best friends 
deprecated. Knowing that he was unjustly im- 
prisoned, he conceived that, since his re-election as 
member for Westminster, the imprisonment was illegal 
as well as unjust, in that it was contrary to the privi- 
lege of Parliament. The law provides that "no 
Member of Parliament can be imprisoned either for 
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Bent of a fine to the King, or for any other 
m treason, felony, or refusing to give secnrity 
peace." It may be questioned whether, in 
mce of this law, his first imprisonment, even 
le sentence of the Court of King's Bench, 
1. But having been imprisoned, and having 
lelled from the House of Commons, it is clear 
subsequent re-election could not interfere 
i fulfilment of the sentence passed against 
ecially as he had not been able to make good 
to membership by taking the prescribed oaths 
ning a seat in the House. He, however — 
s it would seem under the advice of William 



HIS ESCAPE FROM THE KING'S BENCH PRISON. 53 

wickedness, fraud, and hypocrisy of those who elude 
that justice hy committing their enormities under the 
colour of its name. I did not quit them from the 
childish motive of impatience under suflFering. I stayed 
long enough to evince that I could endure restraint 
as a pain, but not as a penalty. I stayed long enough 
to be certain that my persecutors were conscious of 
their injustice, and to feel that my submission to 
their immerited inflictions was losing the dignity of 
resignation, and sinking into the ignominious endur- 
ance of an insult." 

The escape was effected on the 6th of March, and 
by the same means which had proved successful in 
Lord Cochrane's retreat from the gaol at Malta, just 
four years before. His rooms in the King*s Bench 
Prison, being on the upper storey of the building 
known as the State House, were nearly as high as the 
wall which formed the prison boundary, and the 
windows were only a few feet distant from it. The 
possibihty of escape by this way, however, had never 
been contemplated, and therefore the windows were 
unprotected by bars. Accordingly Lord Cochrane, 
having been supplied, from time to time, by the same 
servant who had aided him at Malta, with a quantity 
of small strong rope, managed, soon after midnight, 
and while the watchman going his rounds was in a 
distant part of the prison, to get out of window and 
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to the roof of the building. Thence he 
■unning nooae over the iron spikes placed on 

and, exercising the agility that he had ao- 
iring his seaman's occupations, easily gained 
nit— to be somewhat discomfited by having 
)n tlie iron spikes while he fastened his rope 
f them and prepared, with its help, to slip 
the pavement on the outer side of the wall. 
i was not strong enough, however, to bear 
it ; it snapped when he was some twenty- 

from the ground, and caused him to fall 

back upon the stone pavement. There he 
1 almost unconscious state, for a considerable 
u^ygge^J^bserve^iim^n^efbr^^^ 
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at the House, and, if possible, to conceal my departure 
from the prison, until the order of the metropolis 
should be restored." 

To the same effect was a letter addressed by Lord 
Cochrane to the Speaker of the House of Commons 
on the 9th of March. " I respectfully request," he 
said therein, " that you will state to the honourable 
the House of Conmions, that I should immediately 
and personally have communicated to them my de- 
parture from the custody of Lord Ellenborough, by 
whom I have been long most unjustly detained ; but 
I judged it better to endeavour to conceal my ab- 
sence, and to defer my appearance in the House until 
the public agitation excited by the Com Bill should 
subside. And I have further to request that you 
will also communicate to the House that it is my 
intention, on an early day, to present myself for the 
purpose of taking my seat and moving an inquiry 
into the conduct of Lord Ellenborough." 

On the day of that letter's delivery, the 10th of 
March — also famous as the day on which Buonaparte's 
escape from Elba was published in England — Lord 
Cochrane s gaolers discovered that he was no longer 
in his prison. Immediately a hue and cry was 
raised. This notice was issued : " Escaped from 
the King's Bench Prison, on Monday the 6th day 
of March, instant, Lord Cochrane. He is about five 
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|en inches in height,* thin and narrow- 
i'ith sandy hair and full eyes, red whiskers 
■row3. Whoever will apprehend and secure 
tlirane in any of His Majesty's gaols in the 
1 shall have a reward of three hundred guineas 
piiam Jones, Marshal of the King's Bench." 
I search was made in consequence of that 
Ind Lord Cochrane's disappearance was an 
■ays' wonder. Every newspaper liad each 
Ew statement as to his whereabouts. Some 
I that he liad gone mad, and, as a madman's 
liiding himself in some corner of the 
I others that he was lodging at an apothe- 
in London. According to one report. 
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about the county, as was well known to the people 
of the neighbourhood, none of whom were base 
enough to be seduced by a bribe to deliver an injured 
man into the hands of his oppressors." 

At his own house, known as Holly Hill, in the 
south of Hampshire, Lord Cochrane remained quietly, 
though with no attempt to hide himself, until the 
20th of March. He then, in fulfilment of his 
original purpose, returned to London, and on the 
following day entered the House of Commons at 
about two o'clock in the afternoon. Very great was 
the astonishment among the oflScials in attendance 
caused by his appearance, " dressed," according to 
one of the newspaper reports, " in his usual costume, 
grey pantaloons, frogged great-coat, &c. ;" and by 
some of them the intelligence of his arrival was 
promptly communicated to the Marshal of the King's 
Bench. In the meanwhile, considering himself safe 
within the precincts of the House at any rate, he 
proceeded to occupy his customary seat. To that it 
was objected that-, until he had taken the oaths and 
complied with the prescribed forms consequent on 
his re-election, he had no right within the building. 
He answered that he was willing to do this, and, to 
see that all was according to rule, went at once to 
the clerks' office. There it was pretended that the 
writ of his re-election had not yet been received, and 
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uBt first be procured from the Crown Office, 
;ery Lane. Awaiting the retura of tlie 
r, ostensibly despatched for this jmrpose, he 
(ered the House, and there he was found, 
' minutes before four, by Mr. Jones, the 

who, on receiving; the information sent to 
1 hurried up, with a Bow Street runner and 
staves. The runner, walking up to Lord 
! and touching him on the shoulder, bluntly 
lim as his prisoner. Lord Cochrane asked 
authority he dared to arrest a Member of 
nt in the House of Commons. " My lord," 

the man, " my atitliority is the public pro- 
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powered, and, on his refiising to walk, he was carried 
out of the House on the shoulders of the tipstaves 
and constables. 

There was a halt, however, in this disgraceful 
march. The Bow Street runner expressed a fear 
that Lord Cochrane had firearms concealed under 
his clothes, and he was accordingly taken into one 
of the committee-rooms to be searched. Nothing 
more dangerous was found about him than a packet 
of snuflF. ** If I had thought of that before," said 
Lord Cochrane, not quite wisely, " you should have 
had it in your eyes !" On this incident was founded 
a foolish story, to be told next day, amid a score of 
exaggerations and falsehoods, in the Government 
newspapers. " Being asked why he had provided 
himself with such a quantity of snuff," we there 
read, ^^ he said he had bought a canister for the 
purpose of throwing it in the eyes of those who 
might attempt to secure him, unless the opposing 
force should be too strong for resistance, observing 
that he had found the use of a similar weapon when 
he was in the Bay of Rosas, as he had thrown a 
mixture of lime, sand, Ac, upon the Frenchmen who 
attempted to board his ship, and found it effectual." 
Another zealous organ of the Government added that 
he had also provided himself with a bottle of vitriol, 
\o be used in the same way. 
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I penknife been found in his pocket, perhaps 
lilial of the King's Bench, the Bow Street 
the tipstaves, and the constables would all 
I, deeming that the possession of so deadly 
limcnt made the retention of their captive 
rerous a thing to be attempted. The enuff 
jjeen seized, however, he was again lodged 
fifficers' shoulders and bo conveyed into the 
He then said that, being now beyond 
lege of the House, he was willing to proceed 
A coach was called, and lie was taken back 
! Bench Prison. 
Indignity thus offered to him was small 
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all the world that he was no runaway from justice, 
that he was willing to submit to its honest adminis- 
tration by honest hands, that all he sought was a 
fair hearing and a fair judgment upon his case, and 
that, believing it impossible to obtain that through 
the elaborate machinery of oppression which then 
went by the name of administration of justice, he 
now only asserted his right, the right of every 
Englishman, and especially the right of a Member 
of Parliament, to appeal from the agents of the law 
to the makers of the law, to call upon the legislators 
of his country to see whether he had not been 
wrongfully used by the men who, though practically 
too much their masters, were in theory only their 
servants. 

" I did not go to the House of Commons," he said, 
" to complain about losses or suflferings, about fine 
or imprisonment ; or of property, to the amount of 
ten times the fine, of which I had been cheated by 
this malicious prosecution. I did not go to the House 
to complain of the mockery of having been heard in 
my defence, and answered by a reference to the 
decision from which that defence was an appeal. I 
did not go there to complain of those who expelled 
me from my profession. I did not go to the House 
to complain generally of the advisers of the Crown. 
But I went there to complain of the conduct of him 
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I indeed tbe right of recommending to mercy, 

mse privilege, as a Privy Couucillor, of ad- 

[le confirmation of hie own condemnations, 

interposing between the victims of legal 

and the justice of tlie throne, ia spurious 

lonBtitutional. When it is considered that 

ption of going to the House of Commons 

lounced on the day on which my absence 

I prison was discovered ; I say, when it is 

fcd that, as soon as it was known that I had 

Iprison, it was also known that I had left it 

lexprcss purpose of going to the House of 

ive for an inquiry into the conduct of 

.vhc 
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recourse should have been had to violence to stifle 
the accusations which I was prepared to bring 
forward, that terror of the truth should have so 
superseded a wonted reverence for parliamentary 
privileges as to have admitted the intrusion of 
tipstaves and thief-takers into the House of Commons, 
to seize the person of an individual elected to serve 
as a member of that House, and avowedly attendant 
for that purpose, is extraordinary, though not 
unnatural." 

It must be admitted that the question of breach of 
privilege was somewhat more complicated than Lord 
Cochrane considered. His opponents did not think 
with him that he was still a member of the House of 
Commons. That membership had been taken from 
him, formally, though wrongfully, by his expulsion 
on the 5th of July, and he had himself recognized 
the expulsion by accepting re-election from the con- 
stituents of Westminster on the 16th of the same 
month. According to precedent, however, that re- 
election could not be perfected until the customary 
oaths had been taken ; and, through a trick con- 
trived in the clerks' office, he was hindered from 
taking them before the arrival of the marshal and 
his consequent arrest. Yet there can be no doubt 
that, in the special circumstances of the case, this 
arrest was especially indecorous, and, in the method 
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Ing it, altogether illegal. If he had no right 

Pouse of Commons, he was a common trea- 

nd ought to have been at once removed by 

■ants of the House, who alone could have 

) touch him within the walls. To allow him 

Iheroin, without molestation, until the arrival 

I'vants of the King's Bench Prison, and then 

I those servants to enter the House and act 

authority that could there be no authority, 

hlly unwarrantable, a gross insult to Lord 

le, and, to the customs of the House of Com- 

t yet more gross. But to the hardship 

, alike the House of Commons, servile 
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first, and dictated the view to be taken by all loyal 
members of the House. "From the nature of the 
arrest and the circumstances attending it, I do not 
think, sir," he said, " that the House is called upon 
to interfere. I am not aware, as the House was not 
actually sitting, with the mace on the table and the 
Speaker in the chair, when the arrest took place, 
that any breach of privilege has been committed. It 
must be quite obvious to every man that the marshal 
has not acted wilfully in violation of the privileges 
of the House. No blame can attach to him, since he 
has submitted himself to the judgment of the House 
of Commons after having done that which he con- 
sidered his duty as a civil officer. Having had Lord 
Cochrane in his custody, from which he escaped, the 
marshal was bound not to pass over any justifiable 
means of putting him under arrest whenever a fair 
opportunity occurred." 

Most of the members thought, with Lord Castle* 
reagh, that this was a " fair opportunity." Only one, 
Mr. Tiemey — and he very feebly — ventured to ex- 
press an opposite opinion. "I consider this," he 
said, ** to be the case of a member regularly elected 
to serve in Parliament, and coming down to take his 
seat. Now, sir, the House is regularly adjourned 
until ten o'clock in the morning ; and I recollect 
occasions when the Speaker did take the chair at that 
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puppose, then, a raemlier, about to take his 

■lie down here at an early liour, with the 

Itlocumenta in his hand, and desired to be in- 

I in the mode of proceeding, and, while wait- 

I officer entered, arrested hira, and took his 

■iway. would not this be a case to call for the 

puce of the House ?" Mr. Tiemey admitted 

approved of Lord Cochrane's arrest, but 

t might become a precedent and he put to the 

ber purpose" of sanctioning the arrest of 

li more deserving of consideration. 

him, and to satisfy the formalities, there- 
in was referred to a committee of 
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fourteen feet square, without windows, fireplace, table, 
or bed. I do not think it can be necessary for the 
purpose of security to confine him in this manner. 
According to my own feelings, it is a place unfit for 
the noble lord, or for any other person whatso* 
ever." 

In this Strong Boom, however. Lord Cochrane 
was detained for more than three weeks. It was 
partly underground, devoid of ventilation or neces- 
sary warmth, and, according to the testimony of 
Dr. Buchan, one of the physicians who visited him 
in it, " rendered extremely damp and unpleasant by 
the exudations coming through the wall." 

On being taken to this den immediatelv after his 
capture. Lord Cochrane was informed by Mr. Jones 
that he would be detained in it for a short time only, 
until the apartments over the lobby of the prison 
were prepared for his reception. That was done in a 
few days ; but no intimation of a change was made 
until the 1st of April, when a message to that efiect 
was sent to the prisoner. On the following day he 
received a letter from Mr. Jones informing him that, if 
he would anticipate the payment of the fine of 1000/. 
levied against him, and would also pledge himself^ 
and give security for the keeping of the promise, to 
make no further efifort to escape, he might be allowed 
to occupy the more comfortable quarters. "It is 

F 2 
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Iliing," Bail! I^rd Cochrane, " for a prisoner 

1 or to be retaken ; but to require of any 

I a bond and securities not to repeat anch 

vas, I think, a proposition without pre- 

Ind Ruch as the marshal knew could not be 

I with by me without humiliation, and there- 

pd not be proposed by him without insult. 

i had my assurance that if I were again to 

I custody (which I gave bim no reason to 

should attempt, and which, as I observed 

, it was as easy for mc to elTect from that 

I any other part of the prison), I should 

iirther than to the House of Commons, 

3 Ixifore 1 



IN THE STRONG ROOM OF THE KING'S BENCH. 69 

hot softened the solicitude which I naturally felt for 
my own security, I could have committed him, on my 
own warrant for the escape, to the new gaol in Horse- 
monger Lane, for the space of a month ; and that 
power is still within my jurisdiction. Had I thought 
proper to exercise it. Lord Cochrane would then have 
been confined in a solitary cell with a stone floor, 
with windows impenetrably barred and without glass ; 
nor would it have proved half the size of the Strong 
Boom in the King's Bench, which has a boarded floor 
and glazed lights." That statement reasonably stirred 
the anger of Lord Cochrane. " Though the solitary cell 
in Horsemonger Lane," he answered, " may be half 
the size of the Strong Boom, it could not, I apprehend, 
have been more gloomy, damp, filthy, or injurious to 
health than the last-mentioned dungeon. And since 
Mr. Jones could only have confined me in the former 
place for a month, and did confine me in the latter 

for twenty-six days, I can scarcely see that degree of 
diflFerence which should entitle him to those * grateful 
sentiments for his mode of acting on the occasion' 
which, he submits to the public, it is my duty to 
entertain. The * glazed lights' mentioned by Mr, 
Jones were not put up till I had been thirty hours 
in the place, and I have always understood that I 
was indebted for them to the good offices of Mr, 
Bennet and Mr. Lambton, who happened [as part of 
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nGiitivry Committee] to be prosecuting tLeir 
Into the state of the prison at the time of my 
I For tliese and all other mercies of the Baid 
I my gratitude is due to tlieir iriendship and 
I duty, and to his dread of their discoveries 
iedings." 

[■ that nothing but fear of the consequences 
r. Jones to remo\e Lord Cochrane from 
Ig Room, after tweuty-aix days of confinement 
On the 12th of April the prisoner issued 
bss to the electors of Westminster, detailing 
I the hardships to which he was being sub- 
pnd its publication immediately roused bo 
ppular interest that the autlioriticB of King's 
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nant air of the Strong Boom in which he is now eon- 
fined/' **I hereb)' certify," wrote Mr, Saumarez, 
'*that I have visited Lord Cochrane, and am of 
opinion, &om the state of his health at tliis time, that 
it is essentially necessary that he should be removed 
from the room which he now inhabits to one which 
is better ventilated, and in which there is a fireplace. 
His lordship complains of pain in the chest, with 
difficulty of respiration, accompanied with great cold- 
ness of the hands ; and, from the general state of his 
health, there is great reason to fear that a low typhus 
may come on." 

The only result of those medical opinions was a 
renewal of the oflFer to remove Lord Cochrane to the 
rooms prepared for him, on the conditions previously 
specified by Mr. Jones. Lord Cochrane answered 
that he would rather die than submit to such an 
insulting arrangement. He published the doctors* 
certificates, however, on the 15th of April, and their 
effect upon the public was so great that the authori- 
ties were forced on the following day to take him 
out of his dungeon. Mr. Jones's account of this 
step is worth quoting. " I again tried," he reported, 
" to induce Lord Cochrane's friends and relations to 
give me any kind of undertaking against another 
escape. On their refusal, I determined myself to 
become his friend, and, at my own risk, to remove 



I LIFE OP THE EABL OF DUNDONALD. 

rooms which have been already mentioned, 
re, I am confident, he can have no cause 
lint. These rooms not being altogether 
;iist sxich a person as Lord Cochrane, should 
liine to risk another escape, I must look to 
I of my country as a safeguard, in the hope 
I terrors of them will discourage him from 
Ig a repetition of his offence, and prevent 
incurring the penalties of another indict- 

pochrane never really intended to attempt 
I escape. Had it been otherwise, the illness 
Iby his confinement in the Strong Room 
I in ht-althi 
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to robbery to protect myself from murder, in the 
hope that I shall live to bring the delinquents to 
justice." Upon that the prison dooi's were opened 
for him, and he was able once more to fight for the 
justice so cruelly withheld from him, and to make 
his innocence entirely clear to all whose selfish 
interests did not force them to be blind to the truth. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

S'B'H BBTUnN TO THE BOLtKE OF CO)fUO»B. HIg BHABB IK THB 

H- THE DUKE OF CUMBEBLANIJ'S MARniAOK PENSION, HIB 

lOAISST IX)BD EM.EKDOROUOH, AND THBDl REJECTION BY 

;.— HIS POPCLABITT. THE FAST TAKES BY RIM IS PUDLIO 

FOB THK IIELIEK OF TUE PKOPLE.— THE LONDOS TAVERN 
-niB FUBTUEB PHOafiCUTlON, TRIAL AT OUILBKOBD, ABD SDB- 
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a first reading by a majority of seventeen. On the 
second division the majority was reduced to twelve. 
The bill was brought on for the third reading on the 
3rd of July, and would have been passed through 
the House of Commons by the Speaker's casting vote 
but for Lord Cochrane's sudden appearance. His 
vote secured a majority against it, and thereby it 
was finally overthrown. Great, on the morrow, 
were the rejoicings of his supporters. " What a tri- 
umph," it was said in a friendly newspaper, " is this 
to innocence! After being sentenced to the scan- 
dalous and disgraceful punishment of the pillory, 
after being confined in a loathsome dungeon, fined 
lOOOi. in money to the king, disgracefully removed 
from that service in which he had attained such high 
honours and rendered to his country such essential 
service, his escutcheon kicked out of Westminster 
Abbey, his order of knighthood taken from him ; in 
short, after having every possible indignity which 
the most malignant imagination could invent heaped 
upon him in every way, his single vote, on the very 
first day of his returning to his parliamentary duties, 
has been the means of obtaining a signal victory 
over those under whose persecution he had been so 
long suflFering." 

The one victory upon which Lord Cochrane set 
his heart, however — ^the reversal of the unjust sen- 





LIFE OF THE EABL OF DUNDONALD. 

sed U[>on him, and the consequent reetora- 
le honours and offices that were now doubly 
im — he was not able to obtain. On the 6th 
list before the prorogation of Parliament, he 
:-e that, early in the next session, he should 
the appointment of a committee to inquire 
conduct of Lord Elleuborough and others 
lim during the Stock Exchange trial. In ar- 
br this new effort at self-justification, he was 
upied during the ensuing autumn and winter, 
question was brought prominently before 
! of Commons in the spring of 1816 ; only to 
ever, in further injustice and disappointment. 
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ceedings, the conduct pursued at my trial, the verdict 
obtained, the ineflectnal endeavours to procure a 
revision of my case in the Court of King's Bench, 
and the infamous sentence there pronounced, together 
with my expulsion from this House without being 
suffered to expose its injustice — when I call to mind 
my dismissal from a service in which I have spent 
the fairest portion of my life, at least without re- 
proach, and my illegal and unmerited deprivation of 
the order of the Bath — it is impossible to speak 
without emotion. I have but one course now left to 
pursue, namely, to show that the charge of the Lord 
Chief Justice, on which he directed the jury to decide, 
was not only unsupported by, but was in direct con- 
tradiction to, the evidence on which it professed to 
be founded. This is the best course to pursue both 
in justice to the learned judge and to myself. Either 
I am unfit to sit in this House, or the judge has no 
right to his place on the bench. I have courted 
investigation in every shape; and I trust that the 
learned lord will not shrink from it or suffer his 
friends on the opposite side to evade the considera- 
tion of these charges by * the previous question.' " 

Lord Cochrane thereupon tendered to the House 
thirteen charges against Lord EUenborough, in which 
every point of importance in the Stock Exchange 
trial was minutely detailed and discussed ; and these 
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peing read, therein occupying nearly three 

ordered to be printed. A fourteenth 

ring upon Lord Ellenborough's conduct 

|it to the trial, was introduced on the 29th 

but this, aa it included aspersions upon 

cter of another judge, Sir Simon Le Blanc, 

j-ted to and withdrawn. There was further 

! on the subject on the 1st and the 29th 

but not ranch was done until the 30th of 

lit evening, Lord Cochrane formally moved 
charges against Lord Ellenborough should 
I a Committee of the whole House, and 
>l>oit of them .should be heard at 
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jadges are protected in the exercise] of their func- 
tions, the public opinion of the excellence of our 
laws will be inevitably weakened, — and to weaken 
public opinion is to weaken justice herself." 

That sort of argument, too frivolous and faulty, it 
might be supposed, to influence any one, had weight 
with the House of Commons to which it was ad- 
dressed; and the Solicitor-General adduced much 
more of it. To him the spotless character of Lord 
Ellenborough appeared to be an ample defence against 
Lord Cochrane's charges. " Never," he said, with 
a truthfulness that posterity can appreciate, " never 
was there an individual at the bar or on the bench 
less liable to the imputation of corrupt motives; 
never was there one more remarkable for inde- 
pendence — ^I will say, sturdy independence— of cha- 
racter, than the noble and learned lord. For twelve 
years he has presided on the bench with unsullied 
honour, displaying a perfect knowledge of the law ; 
evincing as much legal knowledge as was ever 
amassed by any individual ; and now, in the latter 
part of his life, when he has arrived at the highest 
dignity to which a man can arrive, by a promotion 
well-earned at the bar, and doubly well-earned at the 
bench, we are told that he has sacrificed all his 
honours by acting from corrupt motives !" 

Sir Francis Burdett replied effectively to the 
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of the Solicitor-General and others who 
Ih him, and nobly defended hia friend. Ho 
Khat the proposal to refuse investigation of 
I because it might weaken the cause of justice, 
the conduct of the administrators of jus- 
fcmptible, was worse than frivolous. " Such 

' he averred, " would operaft; against the 
Ition of any charges whatever against any 
Iwould indeed form a barrier against the 
lof the best privilege of this House — the 

of inquiring into the conduct of courte of 
I It would serve equally well to shelter even 
Igea who have beeti dragged from the bench 
I misconduct." Ee then reviewed the inci- 
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is solemnly brought forward, justice to the country, 
as well as to the judge, demands an inquiry into it." 

That, however, was refused. After a long speech 
from the Attorney- Genera], and an eloquent reply 
by Lord Cochrane, the House divided on the motion. 
Eighty-nine members voted against it. Its only sup- 
porters were Sir Francis Burdett and Lord Cochrane 
himself. Not only did the House refuse to listen to the 
allegations against Lord Ellenborough ; in the excess 
of its devotion to such law and such order as the 
Government of the day appointed, it even resolved 
that all the entries in its record of proceedings which 
referred to this subject should be expunged from the 
journals. Lord Cochrane made no resistance to this 
further insult thrown upon him. " It gives me great 
satisfaction," he said, in the brief and dignified speech 
with which he closed the discussion, " to think that 
the vote which has been come to has been come to 
without any of my charges having been disproved. 
Whatever may be done with them now, they will 
find their way to posterity, and posterity will form a 
different judgment concerning them than that which 
has been adopted by this House. So long as I have 
a seat in this House, however, I will continue to 
bring them forward, year by year and time after 
time, until I am allowed the opportunity of establish- 
ing the truth of my allegations." 

VOL. I. ^ 
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I occupations prevented the full realization of 

ipose. But to the end of his life Lord Coch- 

Id every occasion of asserting his innocence 

■ ting a full investigation of all the incidents 

his assertion was based. Posterity, as he 

|)phesied, has learnt to endorse his judgment ; 

Irefore, in the ensuing pages, it will not be 

7 to adduce from his letters and actions more 

kasional illustrations of the temper which 

him throughout with reference to this 

I of all his heavy troubles. 

troubles, however, even in the time of 
fcatest pressure, he was not overcome ; and 
of them he found time and heart for 
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interests of the people was yet more apparent in his 
unflagging labours, out of Parliament, for the public 
good. His great abilities, rendered all the more pro- 
minent by the cruel persecution to which he had 
been and still was subjected, made him a leading 
champion of the people during the turmoil to which 
misgovernment at home, and the distracted state of 
foreign politics, gave a special stimulus in 1816. 

A long list might be made of the great meetings 
which he attended, and took part in, both among 
his own constituents of Westminster and elsewhere, 
for the consideration of popular grievances and their 
remedies. One such meeting, attended by Henry 
Brougham and Sir Francis Burdett among others, 
was held in Palace Yard, Westminster, on the 1st of 
March, for the purpose of petitioning Parliament 
against the renewal of the property-tax and the 
maintenance of a standing army in time of peace. 
Lord Cochrane, the hero of the day, on account of 
** the spirit of opposition which he had shown to the 
infringement of the constitution and the grievances 
of the people," won for himself new favour by the 
boldness with which he denounced the policy of the 
Government, which, boasting that it was ruining 
the French nation, was at the same time bringing 
misery also upon Englishmen by the excessive taxa- 
tion and the reckless extravagance to which it resorted. 

a 2 
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Iller, but much more momentous meeting 
I at the City of London Tavern on the 29th 
nder the auspices of the Association for the 
I the Manufacturing and Labouring Poor, 
a spirit of praiseworthy charity by 
I the most influential persons of the day, it 
I by Lord Cochrane for the enforcement of 
; as to pubh'c right and public duty, and 
. relations of the rich and the poor, which ' 
led upon him by his recent troubles, and 
ions in which he was at this time placed 
over-zealous champions of popular re- 
some unreasonable exponents of popular 
; his conduct on this occasion was 
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proceeded to open the business of the day, by observing 
that the present meeting had been called to consider and, as 
far as possible, to alleviate the present distress and sufferings 
of the labouring cljusses of the community. These distresses 
were, he feared, too well known to all who heard him to 
require any description ; and all he had to add to the bare 
statement of them was the expression of his confidence that 
the liberality which had been so signally manifested in the 
course of foreign distress would not be^ound wanting when 
the direction of it was to be towards the comfort and relief of 
our own countrymen at homa 

The Duke op Kent, after alluding to the exertions of 
the Committee of 1812, observed that the immediate object 
was to raise a fund, in the subsequent accumulation and 
management of which many ulterior arrangements might be 
projected, and from which charity might soon emanate in a 
thousand directions. He doubted not that every county and 
every town would be quick to imitate the example of the 
metropolis. The association of 1812 had at least the merit of 
producing this effect, and had spread through the whole land 
that spirit of active benevolence which he was feebly 
invoking on this occasion. He trusted that it was necessary 
for him to say but little more to insure the adoption of the 
resolution which he should have the honour to propose. He 
confessed he felt gratified when he saw so great a concourse 
of his countrymen assembled together for such a purpose, and 
additional gratification at seeing by whom they were sup- 
ported. He was sure, then, that he should not plead in vain 
to the national liberality; but that the remedy would be 
promptly afforded to an evil which he trusted would be found 
but temporary. If they should be so happy as but to succeed 
in discovering new sources of employment to supply the 
place of those channels which had been suddenly shut up, he 
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■cd despond if we did not eoon restore the country 

L' flouriahiug coudition which had long made her 

I tho world. Tlio royal Duke then moved the first 

laa follows: — "That the transition from a state of 

larfare to a syBteni of peace has occasioned a stag- 

iiployment and a revulsion of trade, deeply 

situation of many parts of the eommunity, and 
liany instances of great local distress." 
■iitiou was seconded by Mr. Harman. 
ucHRANE oETered himself to the attention of the 
lit WI13 for some time unable to proceed, his voice 
In the huzzas and hisses which his presence called 
ftiicc being nt length in some measure obtained, 

"p said he would not have addressed the meeting 
living received a circular letter from the committee, 

; the importance of the subject, he wciild have 
I dereliction of his duty if he refrained from 
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he had brought oflBcial documents to prove the correctness of 
his statements; and if he should be wrong, he saw the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer near him, who would have the 
opportunity of correcting his misrepresentation. This brief 
statement, he believed, would be quite sufiScient to show that 
the financial situation of the country was such as to render 
any attempts of that meeting for the purpose of extending 
general relief utterly ineffectual. The whole revenue of the 
kingdom was 62,267,450/., deducting the property-tax, and 
the revenue was thus expended. The interest of the national 
debt, including the interest of unfunded exchequer bills, was 
upwards of 40,300,000i, leaving to support the expenses of 
Government only about 22,000,000/. It was this enormous 
sum which now hung round our necks — it was this, which un- 
necessary extravagance had caused to increase from year to 
year to its present terrible amount, which was the cause of 
all the evils of the country at this moment. This taxation 
and extravagance, for which the country was now suffering, 
was supported and sanctioned by those who had derived and 
still derived large emoluments from them. These were truths 
that the people ought to know ; for they were the source of 
their burthens, and the origin of all the mischief. It was 
this profuse expenditure of the public money, to say no worse 
of it, that occasioned the present calamities. It was the 
lavish expenditure to meet a compliant list of placemen that 
brought the country to its present state. The deficiency in 
the revenue occasioned by the enormous interest of the 
national debt, which ministers would have to supply, would, 
according to the present disbursements and receipts, amount 
to 11,578,000/. Unless that expenditure were reduced, every 
such attempt as they were at present making would, he was 
convinced, prove abortive : it was a mere topical application 
while a mortal distemper was raging within. He had taken 
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liis eetiinate of the chargea for sinecures or the 
oxports and imports : and yet the returns upon 
(.■nt, fxchisive oi' these charges, showed a deficit 
liing year of 3,500,000?. Were those who heard 
J-fd to make this good ? It was, he belieTed, 
llltat nothing could equalize our revenue with our 
, but the putting down eutirely the army and 
[:■ extinction of one half of the national debt; but 
[lived to the actual receipt of the last quarter and 
ling off of 2,400,OOOAj which, with a corresponding 
I the three succeeding quarters, must create a new 
1,000,000?., and, added to the 3,500,000?. to which 
Idcd, would form u sum equal to the whole amount 
Itiid ginking-funj, he felt that it was worse than 
liippose we could go on upon the present system. 
I jirepared to make up this enormous deficiency? 
the crowd cried "Tea."] He waa happy to 
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person should move an amendment, he should feel it his duty 
to propose an omission of that part of the resolution which 
ascribed the distressed state of the country to the transition 
from a state of war to a state of peace, and to state the cause 
to be an enormous debt, and a lavish expenditure. He had 
come there with the expectation of seeing the Duke of 
Butland in the chair ; and with some hopes, as he took the 
lead upon this occasion, that it was his intention to surrender 
that sinecure of 9,000/. a-year which he was now in the habit 
of putting in his pocket He still trusted that all who were 
present and were also holders of sinecures had it in their in- 
tention to sacrifice them to their liberality and their justice ; 
and that they did not come there to aid the distresses of their 
country by paying half-a-crown per cent, out of the hundreds 
which they took from it. If they did not, all he could say 
was, that to him their pretended charity was little better than 
a fraud. Without, however, taking up more of their time, 
he should move his amendment, with this one additional 
observation, that it would be a disgrace to an enlightened 
meeting, and particularly to a meeting which might be con- 
sidered as comprising an aggregate mass of the property and 
intellect of the country, to place a fallacy upon the record of 
their proceedings, and to build all their following resolutious 
upon an assertion which had no foundation in truth. Ho con- 
cluded by moving the following amendment to the first 
resolution : — " That the enormous load of the national debt, 
together with the large military establishment and the proftise 
expenditure of public money, was the real cause of the 
present public distress." 

Mr. Wilberforce said he was himself too much of an 
Englishman, and had been too long engaged in political dis- 
cussions to feel any surprise that those who felt warmly on 
such a subject as the present should be anxious to give ex- 
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IVthMr Mutiments : but he could not Iielp tbinking 

Kotil rullection, tlie noble lord would be of opinion 

■ n »lij>ict would be better attained if he eonfined 

I thi^ occasion, to the distinct question under con- 

'I'lie noble lord said the country was in a crisis, 

I tliey apply a mere topical reme^Iy ? but he might 

i\<) lord if be would refuse to assuage the pain of 

y distemper because be bad it not in his power at 

■e it radically? To him the existing distress ap- 

e a distemper which rather called for immediate 

J than for the speculative discussion of its cause. 

nt the most charitable and manly course to be 

Lnd that which must be most congenial to what he 

' tbe noble lord's own cliaritable and manly dis- 

Ivas not to call upon the meeting to give any 

Bou a jxjlitical question not under consideration, so 



THE LONDON TAVERN MEETING. 91 

supposed to belong to him upon such an occasion as this to 
cast reproaches upon those who were concurring with him 
in a benevolent design. The meeting must on the present 
occasion feel how much indebted it stood to the royal per- 
sonages for their attendance. They had come to listen to 
a discussion which had for its avowed and direct object the 
relief of the people, and they were in the room suddenly 
called upon to lay aside the practical part of their inquiry 
and to enter upon a distinct pursuit. Was such a course fair 
towards those illustrious individuals ? Was it that which was 
likely to induce them to listen to proposals for their personal 
co-operation on occasions of benevolence, if they had no 
security against the occupation of their time for discussions 
of a different character? In conclusion, he entreated the 
noble lord, of whose real disposition to relieve the people of 
England he had no doubt, and whose motives he could justly 
appreciate, to withdraw his amendment. 

LoBD CoGHBANB thanked the honourable gentleman for 
his personal civilities towards him, and said that he would 
feel no hesitation in withdrawing his amendment if the ho- 
nourable gentleman would state to the meeting, on his own 
personal veracity and honour, that he believed that the 
original resolution contained the true cause of the public 
distress, and the amendment the false one. If the honourable 
gentleman would say that — if any respectable man present 
would say it — he would be satisfied. 

Mb. CioTES said he was entirely unconnected with the noble 
lord, and had never even had the honour of speaking to 
him. He agreed, however, with him in thinking that this 
was a moment when the eyes of the public ought to be open 
to their real situation. The amendment harmonized entirely 
with all the opinions which he had been able to form upon 
the subject. Mr. Wilberforce, to whose humane and bene- 
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racter he was happy to pay his ackuowledgments, 

■ptod to gft rid of the noble lord's amendment by a 

-wind ; but to his judgment there was no ineom- 

■trt'ccn the object of the meeting and the amend- 

re was nothing irrelevant in it ; it naturally 

■f the course adopted by the chair, and in which a 

e prevailing distress was distinctly specified. The 

as, then, ought their resolutions to go forth to the 

I ii falsehood upon the face of tliem ? Ought they 

te the true cause, since His Royal Highness by 

id assigned a fallacious one ? Mr. Wilherforee, 

.ual ability, but in a manner that still marked its 

he meant llie word in no offensive sense — had 

uld he enter into a politieal discussion when we 

tl upon to extend relief? He begged to state this 

le true question : it was whether they would found 
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either one cause or aoother. For his owd part, it had not 
been his intention to attend a political discusBion. He would 
never enter the arena of politics with the noble lord ; but he 
begged leave to say, he considered himself as competent to 
plead the cause of humanity, to advocate the interests of the 
weather-beaten snETerer, as the noble lord could be. There 
were, however, other times and other places for men to 
engage in discussion of party politics, and he therefore im- 
plored the noble lord not to distract the attention of the 
meeting by the introdactton of these ; and to keep solely in 
view that they had met as the friends of benevolence, not 
as the advocates of a party. His Royal Highness then pro- 
posed to alter the motion as follows : — 

" Resolved that there do at this moment exist a stagua- 
ticm of employment and a revolsion of trade, deeply affect- 
ing the sitoation of many parts of the commnnity, and 
prodacing many instances of great local distress." 

LoBD CJooHRANE, in reply, stated that he had no wish to 
excite a difference of opinion on such an occasion, and that, 
after the alteration in the resolution, nothing gave him more 
pleasure than the opportouity of withdrawing his amendment ; 
but, in justification of what he had done, it became necessary 
for him to say that he never would have thought of hia 
amendment if it had not been for the assertion as to the 
cause of existing distress — he had no donbt in his mind as 
to the nature of that cause, and he held it but just and 
honourable that if a cause must be assigned, it should be the 
true one. After retomiug thanks to Mr. Wilberforce and 
the Dnke of Kent for their expressions of peisonal civility, 
the noble lord consented to withdraw his motion so &r as 
he was penooally concerned in it. 

Considerable opposition, however, from varioos parts of 
the hall was manifested to this mode of withdrawing the 
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lit, and II great deal of di)>tiirbaDce took place. At 
jolution, as altered by tho Duke of Kent, was put 
I. 
Ike of Cambridoe, in his speech, which followed, 
w warm thanks to the noble lord for the handsorae 
which he had withdrawn his amendment. He 
following resolntion, which was unanimously 

I the experienced generosity of tlie British nation 

confidently expected that those who are able 

Itlie means of relief to their fellow-subjects will 

I their utmost emleavours to reme<ly or aUeTiate 

9 of those who are particularly distressed." 

|i;l-hbishop of Cantebbdry moved the following 

wliich was seconded and carried unanimously: 

lioiigh it is obviously impossible for any association 

attempt a general relief of difficulties 
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object, moved: "That subscribers of 1001, and upwards be 
added to the committee of the Association for the Belief of the 
Manufacturing and Labouring Poor; that the committee 
have full power to dispose of the fonds to be collected, and to 
name sub-committees for correspondence." 

The motion was seconded by Sir T. Bell, and unanimously 
carried. 

The Bishop op London proposed a vote of thanks to the 
Duke of York, which Mr. C. Barclay was about to second, but — 

Lord Cochbane again stepped forward and gained the 
attention of the meeting. He repeated the explanation of 
the motives for withdrawing his proposed amendment, adding, 
that he had no wish again to press that amendment upon the 
consideration of the meeting. But he could not forbear from 
observing what would have been the fate of such a pro- 
position, if brought forward in another place, which he need 
not name. For there, instead of being requested to withdraw 
the proposition, it would have been met by a direct negative 
or by * the previous question,' in support of which, no doubt, 
a majority of that assembly, miscalled the representatives of 
the people, would have voted. Yet the manner in which 
this, a meeting of the people, would have decided, was pretty 
obvious ; and hence it might be inferred how far the people 
concurred in sentiment and feeling with the House of 
Commons. That the proposed, or any charitable subscription, 
must be inadequate to relieve the actual distress of the 
country was a proposition which could not be disputed, but 
yet he did not intend to oppose that subscription ; on the 
contrary, he should give it every possible support in his 
power ; and it was, he felt, a consolation to them that thero 
were still some persons in this country who could afford 
something to relieve the poor ; but he was afraid that neither 
the landowner nor the mercantile interest had the means of 
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I for the former could oblaiu no rent, and the latter 

l-the only persona, in fact, who were able to assist 

luiHor present cireumstauees were the placemen, 

, and the fund-holders, who must give up at 

I'f their ill-gotten gains in order to effect the object. 

impression fised upon his mind, he felt it bis duty 

iin additional resolution, that the ministers of the 

ll the GoTerninent of the country, who wielded the 

I'lirliament, were alone competent to remove and to 

Iho national distress. This, indeed, was evident 

ptatement of our financial situation which he had 

He had called upon the Chancellor of the 

, who was present, to contradict that statement if 

I iiut the right honourable gentleman had felt it 

Itiot to utt^r one word, as the raeeling had wit- 

'•:t from that statement it must be obvious, aa he 

t' observed, that the military and naval aituation 
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opportunity of moving his resolution after the present was 
disposed of. 

A person from a distant part of the room exclaimed: 
*' That resolution shall not be put, for it is a libel on the 
Parliament." Several other remarks were made, but they 
were generally unintelligible from the violent uproar and 
confusion that prevailed. Loud cries of "Put Lord Coch- 
rane's motion first " were mixed with the cry of " Chair^ 
chair." 

The Duke of Kent said that he had attended this 
meeting with a view to assist in promoting an object of 
charity, and he had no doubt that such was the intention of 
the noble lord (Cochrane). Of this he was sm*e from the 
noble lord's own declaration, as well as from his knowledge of 
the noble lord's feelings. The noble lord had, indeed, himself 
stated that he had no wish to introduce any political, or to 
press any, measure likely to interfere with the object of the 
meeting. Therefore, he called upon the noble lord, in 
consistency, in politeness and urbanity, not to urge any 
political principle ; and the noble lord must be aware that 
his proposition had a strong political tendency. The pro- 
position was indeed such, that the noble lord must be aware 
that it was calculated to injure the subscription, for those 
who were not of the noble lord's opinion in politics were but 
too likely to leave the room if that proposition were pressed 
to a vote, and thus a material object of charity would suffer 
through a desire to urge a declaration of a mere political 
opinion. 

Lord Cochrane disclaime<l any wish to provoke political 
discussion. He expressed his desire merely to declare 
a truth which no man could venture to dispute in any 
popular assembly, in order that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, and others present^ might have an opportunity of 

VOL. I. H 
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' Government the decided sentiment and real 

lie people, 

TiiBisnop OF Canterbdey begged leave to eall 
littention of the meeting to the motion liefore 
lieh, he had no doubt, would be tinanimoasly 

ll'his motion, the most reverend prelate added, waa 

l:d in any degree to interfere with the motion of 
li-d. 

Ll cries of " Put Lord Cochrane's motion first, for 
Im of thanks be disposed of, the Dulte of York will 
hair, and the itbble lord's motion will not be put 
: Duke of Kent declareil that there could be no 
h get rid of the noble lord's motion by any side- 
lion of thanks was then passed while Lord Cooh- 
rngiiged in writing his motion, and the Duke of 
lig bowed to the meeting, immediately withdrew. 
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but that you will commend my motives, and do justice to 
those feelings which determine the propriety of my im- 
mediate departure." His Eoyal Highness accordingly with- 
drew. 

The majority of the meeting still remained, calling for the 
nomination of another chairman, and pressing the adoption of 
Lord Cochrane's motion ; but the noble lord also withdrew, 
and the meeting separated. 

That meeting was memorable. If Lord Coch- 
rane's bearing at it was factious, it must be remem- 
bered how greatly he had suffered and how earnestly 
he desired to save the people at large from the 
sufferings entailed upon them by the Government 
which he and they had leamt to regard with a 
common dislike. By exposing what appeared to 
him and many others to be the hypocrisy of seeming 
philanthropists, and showing what he deemed the only 
real cause and the only real remedy of the national 
distress, he only acted as a brave and honest man, 
and his work was appreciated by the masses in 
whose interest it was done. A thrill of satisfaction 
ran through the land. During the ensuing weeks and 
months congratulations were heaped upon him from 
all quarters, and from nearly every class of society. 
K he had lessened the resources of the Association 
for the Relief of the Manufacturing and Labouring 
Poor, he was thanked even for this, since it was 
believed to be a good thing for shallow charity to be 

H 2 
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order that the cause of real justice might 
cd. 

inks were all the heartier hecause of the 
oeution to T\hich Lord Cochrane was sub- 
ii^count of his patriotism. This persecution 
lie shape of legal proceedings instituted 
m by the Marshal of the King's Bench 
■ his escape therefrom on the 10th of March, 
le action had been formally commenced 
mediately after the alleged offence, but on 
grounds, and perhaps from the conscions- 
be was already puniBhed enough, it was 
or more than a year. As the previous 
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Its history and issue may best fee'.^fold.in the words 
of an autobiographical fragment, vmfteq-* by Lord 
Dundonald shortly before his death. ■**. I-'jwas ac- 
companied to Guildford," he said, " by Sir'Prancis 
Burdett and several other leading inhabitants" -'of;. . 
Westminster, whose names are forgotten by me*. .-*■ 
I took neither counsel nor witnesses, having deter- 
mined to rest my case on the point of law that ' no 
Member of Parliament can be imprisoned, either for 
non-payment of a fine to the king, or for any other 
cause than treason or felony, or refuging to give 
security to keep the peace,' my inference being that 
as I was illegally imprisoned, I bad committed no 
illegality in escaping. I read to the jury a general 
statement, on which they unequivocally expressed 
their conviction that the trial had better not have 
been instituted, for that the punishment already 
sustained was more than adequate to the offence 
alleged to have been committed. The judge, how- 
ever, interfered, and told the jury that, as I had 
admitted the escape in my statement, they had 
no alternative but to bring in a verdict of guilty, 
which was reluctantly done, and judgment was de- 
ferred. 

** After the trial I returned to my house in Hamp- 
shire, and not hearing anything more of the afiair, 
naturally concluded that, in the face of the opinion 
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by .t^a-jury, the Government would be 
D prosecute the matter further. Not liking, 
tcr trust to their mercy, whilst their male- 
aight be exercised at an inconvenient 

made to depend upon my political conduct, 
my attorney to inquire whether it was 
:o put in execution the sentence at Guild- 
e reply was that no steps had been taken, 
npression was, that Government would be 
rther proceedings, lest they should tend to 
iv popularity. Considering that this might 
to put me off my guard, I went to London 
i-pose of attending a large political meeting, 
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being allowed to subscribe more. This plan was 
adopted in order that the public throughout the 
kingdom might have an opportunity of manifesting 
their disapprobation of the oppressive way in whioh 
I was being treated. Though I knew nothing of the 
intentions of the committee at the time, it was ex- 
pected that the subscription would amount to a much 
larger sum than the fine, and resolved that the 
surplus should be devoted to the re-imbursement of 
the former fine of 1000/. and of the expenses to which 
I had been put at the trial. Eeceiving-houses were 
accordingly opened in the metropolis and in various 
other large towns, and the amount of the fine of 1002. 
was speedily collected in London alone. 

" Meanwhile meetings were constantly being held 
to petition Parliament for reform, and at these my 
name and sufferings formed a prominent topic, so 
that the Government would have been glad to be rid 
of me. After one of these meetings in Spafields, 
for the purpose of requesting Sir Francis Burdett 
and myself to present a petition to Parliament, a 
serious riot took place in the city of London, in 
which a gentleman was shot by the miKtary. The 
Government, in alarm lest the people should proceed 
to the King's Bench and liberate me, did me the 
honour to send a company of infantry to guard 
me, the oflBcers of the prison being ordered to admit 
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bers whatever. The troops were further 
I continue their attendance till I was re- 
■lu custody. 

I subscription having been completed in 

lit from all parts of the kingdom, my secre- 

Jackson, applied to the Master of the 

Ifiico to receive the amount of the fine in 

I This was refused, as not being a legal 

■rhe Mast«r, however, in token of the suffer- 

Ihich I had so unworthily been subjected, 

as payment of the fine in such a manner 

; sense of the people on my case, he would 

lij himself to the expression of public senti- 
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excessive. Taking, however, ihe 1100/. paid in 
pence, this alone showed that two million six hun- 
dred and forty thousand persons — composing a very- 
large portion of the adult population of the kingdom 
— eympathieed with me. Not one of my persecutors 
could have elicited such an expression of public 
sympathy." 

The fine being thus paid, Lord Cochrane was 
released from the King's Bench Prison on the 7th 
of December, after a confijiement of sixteen days, 
which was attended by all the wanton severity 
shown to him during his previous incarceration. 
Having been apprehended on a Thursday, he was, 
on his arrival at the King's Bench, placed in an 
unhealthy room protected by an iron grating. In 
the evening, having complained of such unusual 
treatment, he was informed that it was under 
the express directions of the Marshal. Next day, 
being seriously unwell, a physician was sent to him, 
who reported that he was sufiFering from palpitation 
of tiie heart and other symptoms of dangerous excite- 
ment, which made it necessary that he should be 
removed to better quarters. Accordingly, worse 
quarters were foimd for him, in a damp, dark, and 
very imperfectly-ventilated room, entirely devoid 
of furniture, in the middle of the building. Sted- 
fastly refusing to go there, he was allowed to remain 
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^Iit iu tlie room first assigned to him. On 
liiiorning, just as he was sitting down to 
I he was ordered to proceed to his new 
Again refusing, his untasted breakfast 
'ly taken from him until he consented to 
Itlie appointed place. Thither he accord- 
It, and there he was detained for the fort- 
I passed hefore his liberation. 
1 17th of December an enthusiastic meeting 
lizens of Westminster was held to congratu- 
Cochrane upon his release. " We, your 
I constituents," it was stated in an address 
■ that meeting, " beg leave, on the present 
iclare tiiat, after having had long and 
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by your endeavours to restore to the right owners 
the immense sums unjustly alienated under the 
names of Droits of Admiralty, by your honest ex- 
planation of the causes which prevented the naval 
renown of your country being complete at Basque 
Roads, and by having caused to be produced in 
Parliament, and published to the nation, that memo- 
rable account of sinecures, pensions, and grants 
which so usefully enlightened the public, you never 
would have been prosecuted for a pretended fraud 
on the funds. Your lordship's constituents, being 
thus fully sensible that you have suflfered and are 
still suffering solely for their and their country's 
sake, would deem themselves amongst the most 
ungrateful of mankind were they to neglect this 
occasion to tender you the most solemn assurances 
of their unabated attachment and their most resolute 
support, and, whilst they are endeavouring to dis- 
charge their duty towards your lordship, they enter- 
tain the consoling reflection that the day is not 
distant when you will mainly assist in carrying 
forward that measure of radical parliamentary re- 
form which alone can be a safeguard against all 
sorts of oppressions, and especially oppressions under 

which your lordship has so long and so severely 
suffered/' 

To that honourable address an honourable reply 
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led by Lord Cocbiane on the 24tli of De- 

nj presented fo the electors of WestmiDster 
T meeting assembled for the purpose on the 
mary ensuing. 

■ect persecution which began with the Stock 
.' trial and its antecedents was now at an 
[■ three years of gross and untiring vill- 
us. Indirect persecution was to continue 
than thirty years. 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE BTATH OF POLITICS IN ENGLAND IN 1817 AND 1818, AND LORD 
COCHRANE*S SHARE IN THEM. — ^HIS WORK AS A RADICAL IN AND OUT OF 
PARUAMENT. — HIS FUTILE EFFORTS TO OBTAIN THE PRIZE MONET DUB 
FOR HIS SERVICES AT BASQUE ROADS. — THE HOLLY HILL BATTLE. — THE 
PREPARATIONS FOR HIS ENTERPRISE IN SOUTH AMERICA. — HIS LAST 
SPEECH IN PARLLikMENT. 

[1817—1818.] 

The years 1817 and 1818 were years of great poli- 
tical turmoil The Englisli people, weary of the 
European wars, which in two-and-twenty years 
had raised the national debt from 230,000,000?. 
to 860,000,000?., thus causing a taxation which 
amounted, in the average, to 25?. a year upon every 
family of five persons, were in no mood to be made 
happy even by the restitution of peace» Partly by 
necessity, partly by the bad management of the 
Government and its oflScials, the war-burdens were 
continued, and to the starving multitudes they were 
more burdensome than ever. Angry complaints 
were uttered openly, and repeated again and again 
with steadily-increasing vehemence, in all parts of 
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fry. That the ministers and agents of the 

rcre grievously at fault was patent to all; 

I not strange that, in the excitement and the 

prevailed, they should be blamed even 

1 was their due. But the men in power did 

! to be blamed at all ; they denied that any 

Iclied to them, and fiercely reprobated every 

It as sedition, every opponent as a lawless 

Itriotic demagogue. Hence the Government 

I people came to be at deadly feud. Most 

5 with the people, and their bold asse:-tion 

gbt, albeit sometimes in wrong ways, has 

I memorable benefits in later times; but 

till with the Crovenimt'iit^ and it was 
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Energetic in thought and action, a ready writer and 
an able speaker, his recent sufferings helped to place 
him in the foremost rank of patriots, as they were 
called by friends — demagogues, as they were called 
by enemies. With the exception of Sir Francis 
Burdett, than whom he even went farther, the 
people had, outside their own ranks, no sturdier 



If there had been any doubt before as to his line 
of action, there could be no doubt after the re- 
assembling of Parliament in January, 1817. During 
the recess, monster meetings had been held in all 
parts of the country to consider the popular troables 
and to insist upon popular reforms. Lord Cochrane 
agreed to present to the House of Commons many 
of the petitions that resulted from these meetings, 
and this he did on the 29th of January, the very day 
of the re-opening of Parliament. 

In anticipation of this measure, there was a great 
aasembling of reform delegates irom all parts of 
England, and of othfers favourable to their purpose, 
in iront of Lord Cochrane's residence at No. 7, Palace 
Yard, "Westminster. Shortly before two o'clock 
Lord Cochrane showed himself at the window, tmd 
announced that he was now on his way to the 
House, there to watch over the rights and liberties 
of the people, and that he would shortly return and 
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I loiow what was passing. This he did at 
Lk, part of the interval being occupied with 
I address from Henry Hunt. On his re- 
re, Lord Cochrane stated that the speech with 
[ Prince Regent had opened Parhament had 
Ipointed his expectations, for it was wholly 
Itiug to the people. The Regent had com- 
i'the disaffection pervading the country, and 
[meed his intention of using all the power 
In by the Constitution for its suppression. 
hrane expressed his confident hope that the 
ving the right on their side, would so 
Iberaselves as to give their enemies no 
If cliarge against them ; for those enemies 
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resulted from this state of things. In these circum- 
stances, the petitioners urged, it was in vain to pre^ 
tend to relieve the sufferers by giving them soup, 
while, for the support of sinecure placemen, pen- 
sioners without number, and an insatiable civil list, 
half their earnings were taken from them by the 
enormous taxation under which the country groaned. 
After considerable opposition, the petition was allowed 
to lie on the table. 

Lord Cochrane then presented a smaller but much 
more outspoken petition from the inhabitants of 
Quirk, in Yorkshire. " The petitioners," it was 
there urged, " have a full and immovable con- 
viction — a conviction which they believe to be uni- 
versal throughout the kingdom — that the House does 
not, in any constitutional or rational sense, repre* 
sent the nation ; that, when the people have ceased 
to be represented, the Constitution is subverted ; that 
taxation without representation is a state of slavery ; 
that the scourge of taxation without representation 
has now reached a severity too harassing and 
vexatious, too intolerable and degrading, to be longer 
endured without resistance by all possible means 
warranted by the Constitution ; that such a con- 
dition of affairs has now been reached that con- 
tending factions are alike guilty of their country's 
wrongs, alike forgetful of her rights, mocking the 
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Itience with repeated, protracted, and dis- 

lebates on questions of refinement in the 

Ld and abstruse science of taxation, as if in 

liement, and not in a reformed representa- 

a consolidated corruption, and not in 

ted Constitution, relief were to be found ; 

I there are left no human means of redress- 

leople's wrongs or composing their distracted 

I of preventing the subversion of liberty and 

ishment of despotism, unless by calling the 

Iwisdom and virtue of the community into 

|iy the election of a free Parliament ; and 

, considering that, through the usurpation 

r causes, the people have 
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as an inaalting libel. Several memberB of the House 
denounced it. Other members, while objecting to its 
terms, urged its acceptance. Among them the most 
notable was Mr. Brougham. The petition, he said, 
was rudelj worded, and its recommendations were 
sach as no wise lover of the English Constitution 
could wholly subscribe to; but it pointed to real 
grievances and recommended improvements which 
were necessary to the well-being of the State, and 
therefore it ought to be admitted. Mr. Canning was 
one of those who insisted upon its rejection, and this 
was ultimately done by a majority of 87, 48 being in 
favour of the petition, and 135 against it. 

Four other petitions presented by Lord Cochrane, 
being to the same effect, were also rejected; and two, 
more moderate in their language, were accepted. 
Lord Cochrane thus succeeded, at any rate, in forcing 
the House during several hours to take into con- 
sideration the troubled state of the country, and the 
pressing need, as it seemed to great masses of the 
people, of thorough parliamentary reform. 

" You will see by the ' Debates,' " he wrote next 
day to a friend, " that I presented a number of peti- 
tions last night, and bad a hard battle to fight. To- 
day I am quite indisposed, by reason of the cor- 
ruption of the Honourable House. It is impossible 
to snpport a bad caose by honest means. God knows 
I 2 
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these base projects will end." That his 

f was a good one, and that the means used 

|cre honest, he had no doubt. In the same 

■eferred to the opposition oflFered to him, 

Jome of his own relatives, on account of his 

" Mr, Cochrane has thought proper to 

Ithrongh the public papers, any connection 

politics. Tho consciousness that I am 

I ought makes that light which I should 

feel as a heavy clog in following that 

[ich I think honour and justice require." 

liro he persevered in his Herculean task. 

mreseuted and spoken upon others in tho 

irescnted another monster petition to 
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guage, — more temperate, indeed, than he should 
have employed had he dictated its phrases. He 
urged that the people had good cause for complaint 
as to the way in which Parliament neglected their 
interests, and good ground for asserting that the 
system of parliamentary representation then afforded 
them was no real representation at all. Members 
entered the House only in pursuit of their own 
selfish ends, and the Government encouraged this 
state of things by fostering a system of wholesale 
bribery and corruption, degrading in itself and 
fraught with terrible mischief to the community. 
What wonder, then, that the people should pray, as 
they did in this petition, for a thorough reform, and 
should point to annual Parliaments and universal 
suffrage as the only eflScient remedies ? 

It is needless to recapitulate all the arguments 
offered again and again by Lord Cochrane, with ever 
fresh force and cogency, in presenting massive peti- 
tions to the House, and in introducing into the occa- 
sional debates on reform with which the House 
amused itself a vigour and practicalness in which 
few other members cared to sjrtnpathize. Nor need 
we enumerate all the meetings, in London and the 
provinces, in which he took prominent part^ It is 
enough to say that in Parliament he always spoke 
with exceeding boldness, and that upon the people. 
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iidiug tbe contrary assertione of his de- 
lo always enjoined, if not conciliation and 
re, at any rate such action as was within 
I letter of the law, and most Hkely, in the 
|itain the realization of their wishes. On 
lie defended tliem from tlie charges of 
lid conspiracy brought agiiinet them by 
Iments, and proved, to all who were open 
lliat their objects were patriotic, and were 
Lbt in patriotic ways. 

however, the Government did not choose 
linccd. Taking advantage of some intem- 
Biicbes of demagogues, making much of some 
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tary despotism from the coimtry is to miite the 
people and the Whigs, so far as they can be induced 
to co-operate, which they must do if they wish to 
preserve the remainder of the Constitution. The 
* Times ' of yesterday contains the fullest account 
of the late debates on the suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, and by that report you will perceive that 
the Whigs really made a good stand." 

In that temper. Lord Cochrane spoke at a West- 
minster meeting, held on the 11th of March, **to 
take into consideration the propriety of agreeing to 
an address to His Boyal Highness the Prince Regent, 
beseeching that he will, in his well-known solicitude 
for the freedom and happiness of His Majesty's sub- 
jects, remove from his royal councils those ministers 
who appear resolved to adopt no effectual measures 
of economy and retrenchment, but, on the contrary, 
to persevere in measures calculated to drive a suffer- 
ing people to despair." 

There was some flattery or some mockery, or some- 
thing of both, in that announcement ; and both, with 
much earnest enunciation of popular grievances, were 
in Lord Cochrane's speech on the subject. He said 
that the Begent had as much cause as the people to 
complain of his present ministers, seeing how 
shamelessly they sought to hide from him the real 
state of the country^ It was to be expected, from 



t.IFE OF TBE EAltL OF DDNDONALD. 



Iiabits and character of the Regent, that he 

lUsly pursue the interests of the nation, 

I of being in the hands of an odiouB oli- 

■ could act for himself. This, at any rate, 

lirane maintained should be urged upon 

" something wore not quickly done for the 

I nation, trade and commerce would soon 

ruined, and the whole community would 

misery tliat had so long oppressed the 

IS. He again dwelt forcibly on the causes of 

y, and again denoxmced the conduct of the 

and placemen who, while squandering the 

liicd pounds of the [)eople, claimed respect 
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discussions, of which it will suffice, by way of illus- 
tration, to name the debates of the 3rd, 14th, and 
28th of March, on the famous Seditious Meetings 
Bill, and that of the 13 th of March on the depressed 
condition of English trade and its causes — a subject 
which was recurred to by Mr. Brougham in his 
memorable motion of the 11th of July on the state of 
the nation. 

Six. weeks before that, on the 20th of May, Lord 
Cochrane spoke on another famous motion — that 
made by his friend Sir Francis Burdett in favour of 
parliamentary reform. Once more he complained 
that the existing House of Commons in no way repre- 
sented the people, and was entirely regardless of its 
interests. Nothing better, he alleged, could be hoped 
for, without a radical change in the system of repre- 
sentation. " But," he continued, " reform we must 
have, whether we will or no. The state of the 
country is such that things cannot much longer be 
conducted as they now are. There is a general call 
for reform. If the call is not obeved, thank God the 
evil will produce its own remedy, the mass of corrup- 
tion will destroy itself, for the maggots it engenders 
will eat it up. The members of this House are the 
maggots of the Constitution. They are the locusts 
that devour it and cause all the evils that are com- 
plained of. There is nothing wicked which does not 
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pom this House. In it originate all knavery, 

liid fraud. You well know all this. You 

I tliat the means by which the great majority 

Ijiise is returned is one gi-eat cause of the 

, of the whole people. It has been said, 

Ipeople reform themselves;' but if aiuuB of 

offered for seats within these walls, there 

re be found men ready to receive them. It 

■ble to imagine that the profuse expenditure 

i war would have taken place, had it not 

: corrupt majority devoted to their selfish 

At least it would have had a shorter durar 

I being curried on in a more effective manner. 
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Mr. Pitt himself confessed that no honest man could 
hold the situation of minister for any length of time. 
There can be no honest minister until measures have 
been taken to purge and purify the House. If this 
be not done, it is in vain to hope for a renewal of 
successful enterprise in this country ; the sun of the 
country is set for ever. It may indeed exist as a 
petty military German despotism, with horsemen 
parading up and down, with large whiskers, with 
sabres ringing by their homes' sides, with fentasti- 
cally-shaped caps of fantastical colours on their heads ; 
but this country cannot thos be made a great military 
power. A previous speaker has instanced juries as 
one of the benefits of the Constitution ; but I will 
affirm, with respect to the manner in which juries 
are chosen under the present system, that justice is 
much better administered, in a more summary manner, 
with less expense, and no chicaneiy, by the Dey of 
Algiers. If this country were erected at once into a 
downright, honest, open despotism, the people woold 
be gainers. If a judge or despot then proved a rogae, 
he would at once appear in his true character ; but 
now villany can be artfully concealed under the ver- 
dict of a packed jury. I am satisfied that the present 
system of comiption is more detrimental to the 
country than a despotism." 

No other speaker spoke so boldly as Lord Coch- 
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liis eloquent woi-ds were Bubstantially en- 
" many ; hy Sir Samuel Romilly and Mr. 
1 in especial ; and on a division, though 
ll against Sir Francis Burdett's motion, it 
irted by a minority — unusually large for 
l-of 77. 

I but surely tlie better principles of govern- 
Iiich Lord Cochrane fought so persistently 
liing ground, destined ultimately to produce 
res in national temper wliicb made plain the 
expediency of adopting the changes in 
tystems in which the years 1832 and 18G7 
In after years, Lord Cochrane himself 
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ways he was a grievous suflFerer by them. In losing 
his naval employment he lost the income on which 
he had counted. His resources were thus seriously 
crippled ; and the scientific pursuits, in which he still 
persevered, failed to bring to him the profit that he 
anticipated. 

In one characteristic way — only one among many 
— the Government persecution still clung to him. In 
the distribution of prize-money for the achievement 
at Basque Boads all the officers and crews of Lord 
Grambier's fleet had been considered entitled to share. 
To this arrangement Lord Cochrane objected. He 
urged that as the whole triumph was due to the 
ImjpSrieuse and the few ships actually engaged with 
her, the reward ought to be limited to them. " I am 
preparing to proceed in the Court of Admiralty on 
the question of head-money for Basque Roads,*' he 
wrote on the 5th of November, 1816 ; " my affidavit 
has reluctantly been admitted, though strenuously 
opposed, on the ground that I was not to be believed 
on my oath !" 

Lord Cochrane*s council in this case was Dr. Lush- 
ington, afterwards the eminent judge of the Admiralty 
Court. Dr. Lushington showed plainly that the 
greater part of the fleet, having taken no share in the 
action, had no right to head-money, and that therefore 
all ought to be divided among those who actually 
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Ith Lord Cochrane the danger and the snccesa 

erprise. But Sir William Scott (afterwards 

Iwell), the judge at that time, was not dis- 

l^anction this view. Therefore he thwarted 

liya. The case having been postponed from 

Ir, 1816, was brought up again in the first 

II8I7. " The judgB has again delayed his 

[ wrote Lord Cochrane on the 28th of Feb- 

:; day of the announcement, " and I believe 

so until next session. He gave a curious 

r this, namely, that I took part at the West- 

leeting against the suspension of the Habeas 

let!" 

I next session it was again postponed, all the 
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crowded on Tuesday, when the question came on to 
be discussed. I thought that our counsel had much 
the best of the argument, and I believe the judge, 
Sir William Scott, thought so too, as he put off his 
sentence to a future day." On the future day the 
judge admitted as much. " We have gained a bit of 
a victory in the Admiralty Court,*' said the same 
writer in a letter dated the 9th of June, " the judge 
having been compelled to pronounce in favour of 
his lordship's right to be believed on his oath." The 
time taken by him to arrive at this decision, however, 
was so long that the case had to be adjourned to 
November term, and thereby Lord Cochrane's enemies 
so far attained their object, that it was impossible for 
him, in November term, to renew the suit. 

In the interval he had gone to France, preparatory 
to a much longer and more momentous journey to 
South America, in anticipation of which he was 
winding up his affairs and realizing his property 
during and after the summer of 1817. 

In this settlement of accounts there was at any 
rate one amusing incident. It will be remembered 
that, on the occasion of his being elected Member of 
Parliament for Honiton in 1806, Lord Cochrane had 
refused to follow the almost universal fashion of 
bribery, but, after the election was over, had thought- 
lessly yielded to the proposal of his agent that he 
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Iitertain his constitaenfs at a public supper,* 

ivtainment, either through spite or through 

Ixtravaganct!, was turned by those to whom 

gement of it was assigned into a great 

lof feiiBting for all the inhabitants of the 

id for defrayment of the expenses thus in- 

I claim for more than 1200^ was afterwards 

-I Lord Cochrane, Through eleven years be 

Lfused to pay the preposterous demand ; but 

lors had the law upon their side, and in the 

1817 an order was granted for putting an 

Into his house at Holly Hill. 

rachrane, however, having resisted the de- 

Im far, determined to resist to the end. For 
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length one official, more daring than the rest, jumped 
in at an open window, to find Lord Cochrane sitting 
at breakfast and to be complimented by him upon 
the wonderful bravery which he had shown in 
coming up to a building defended by charcoal- 
duBt. 

That battle with the sheriff and bailids of Hamp- 
shire occupied nearly the whole of April and May, 
1817. In the latter month, if not before, Lord 
Cochrane began to think seriously of proceeding 
to join in battles of a more serious sort in South 
America, under inducements and with issues that 
will presently be detailed. " His lordship has made 
up his mind to go to South America," wrote his 
secretary on the Slst of May. " Numbers of gen- 
tlemen of great respectability are desirous of accom- 
panying him, and even Sir Francis Burdett has 
declared that he feels a great temptation to do' so ; 
but IjOrd Cochrane discourages all. They think he 
is going to immolate the Spaniards by bis secret 
plans; but he is not going to do anything of the 
kind, having promised the Prince Begent not to 
divnlge or use them otherwise than in the service of 
bis country.'-' 

With this expedition in view, and purposing to 
start upon it nearly a year sooner than be found 
himself able to do, Lord Cochrane sold Holly Hill and 

VOL. I, K 
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property in Hampshire, in July. In 

Ic went for a, few mouths to France, partly 

Biiefit of Lady Cochraua*K healtli, partly, as 

Jecni, ill the liope of introducing into that 

i lamps which he had lately invented, and 

III he hoped to derive considerahle profit. 

1 matter, and to his efforts to obtain eome 

I any rate, of his rights from the English 

tnt, the letters WTitten by him from Fi'ance 

T. But there are in them some notes and 

s of more general interest. " I am quite 

i at the state of Boulogne," he wrote thence 

III) of August. " Neither the town nor the 

; fortified : so great was Napoleon's con- 
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me is never out of my mind ; ho that all my pleaeures 
are blasted, from whatever source they might be 
expected to arise." 

That last sentence fairly indicates the state of 
Lord Cochrane's mind during these painful years. 
Weighed down by troubles heavy enough to break 
the heart of an ordinary man, he fought nobly for 
the thorough justification of his character and for the 
protection of others from such persecution as had 
befallen him. In both objects, altogether praise- 
worthy in themselves, he may have sometimes been 
intemperate ; but ample excuse for far greater intem- 
perance would be found in the troubles that oppressed 
him. '* The cursed recollection of the injustice that 
has been done to me is never out of my mind ; all 
my pleasures are blasted !" 

In the same temper, after a lapse of nine months, 
about which it is only necessary to say that, like their 
forerunners, they were employed in private cares, 
and, especially after the reassembling of Parliament, 
in zealous action for the public good, he made his 
last speech in the House of Commons on the 2nd of 
June, 181 8. The occasion was a debate upon a second 
motion by Sir Francis Burdett in fevour of parlia- 
mentary reform, more cogent and effective than that 
of the 20th of May, 1817, to Lord Cochrane's share 
in which we have already referred. The former 
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. wholly of public interest. This has a 
gnificance, very painful and very raemo- 
I brings to a pathetic close the saddest epoch 
■.•chrane's life — so very full of sadness. 

he said, " to eecoud the motion of 
liiible friend. lu what I have to say, I do 
|nu to thiuk tliat I can add to the able 
; that have just been uttered ; but it is my 
lictly to declare my opinions on the subject. 
L'collect all tlie proceedings of this House, 
I that I do not entertain much hope of a 
result to the present motion. To me it 
lefly serviceable as an exhibition of sound 
;ind as showing tlie people for what they 



HIS LAST SPEECH IN PABLIAMENT. 133 

say, that those who are the slaves of a despotic 
monarch are far less reprehensible for their actions 
than those who voluntarily sell themselves when they 
have the means of remaining free. 

" And here," he continued, in sentences broken by 
his emotions, " as it is probably the last time I shall 
ever have the honour of addressing the House on 
any subject, I am anxious to fell its members what 
I think of their conduct. It is now nearly eleven 
years since I have had the honour of a seat in this 
House, and since then there have been very few 
measures in which I could agree with the opinions 
of the majority. To say that these measures were 
contrary to justice would not be parliamentary. I 
will not even go into the inquiry whether they tend 
to the national good or not ; but I will merely appeal 
to the feelings of the landholders present, I will 
appeal to the knowledge of those members who are 
engaged In commerce, and ask them whether the 
acts of the legislative body have not been of a de- 
scription, during the late war, that would, if not for 
the timely intervention of the use of machinery, 
have sent this nation to total ruin ? The country is 
burthened to a degree which, but for this intervention, 
it would have been impossible tor the people to bear. 
The cause of these measures having such an effect 
upon the country has been examined and gone into 
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Inourable colleague (Sir Francis Burdett)- 
lo be traced to that patronage and influence 
lumber of powerful individuals possess over 
iation of a great proportion of the memberB 
liiiso ; a power which, devolving on a few, 
liereby the more liable to be affected by the 
i>f the Crown ; and which has in fact been 
ilmoat entirely subservient to that influence. 
I the abuses which arise out of this system 
■oct of my honourable friend's motion. I 
liinnot, anticipate the success of the motion; 
, as has been said before by the great 
I the father of Mr. Pitt, that, if the House 
loform itself from withiu. it will be reformed 
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or any redress afforded in consequence of SDch a 
petition ? This I regret, because I foresee the con- 
sequence which must necessarily result f^om it. I 
do trust and hope that before it is too late some mea- 
sures shall be adopted for redressing the {grievances 
of the people ; for certain I am that unless some 
measures are taken to stop the feelings which the 
people entertain towards this House and to restore 
their confidence in it, you will one day have ample 
cause to repent the line of conduct you have pursued. 
The gentlemen who now sit on the benches opposite 
with such triumphant feelings will one day repent 
their conduct. The commotions to which that con- 
duct will inevitably give rise will shake, not only 
this House, but the whole framework of Government 
and society to its foundations. I have been actuated 
by the wish to prevent this, and I have had no other 
intention. 

" I shall not trespass longer on your time," he 
continued^ in a few broken sentences, uttered pain- 
fully and with agitation that aroused much sympathy 
in the House. " The situation I have held for 
eleven years in this House I owe to the favour of the 
electors of Westminster. The feelings of my heart 
are gratified by the manner in which they have 
acted towards me. They have rescued me from a 
desperate and wicked conspiracy which has nearly 
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Ine ill total ruin. I forgive those who have 

mild I hope when they depart to their graves 

i equally ahle to forgive themselves. All 

lign to the subject before the House, but I 

forgive me. I shall not trespass on 

I longer now — perhaps never again on any 

ll hope his Majesty's ministers will take into 

lus consideration what I now say, I do not 

Ith any feehngs of hostility — such feelings 

left me — but I trust they will take my 

and save tlie country by abandoniug the 

■stem before it is too late." 
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[1810—1817.] 

To an understanding of I^ord Cochrane's share in the 
South American ware of independence a hrief re- 
capitulation of their antecedents, and of the state of 
affairs at the time of his first connection with them, 
is necessary. 

The Spanish possessiona in both North and South 
America, which had reached nearly their full di- 
mensions before the close of the sixteenth century, 
had been retained, with little opposition from without, 
and with still less from within, down to the close of 
the eighteenth century. These possessions, includ- 
ing Mexico and Central America, New Granada, 
Venezuela, Peru, La Plata, and Chili, covered 
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Iirger than tliat of Europe, more tlian twice 

that of the present United States. 

Ihalf a dozen generations they had been 

I with ill! the short-sighted tyranny for 

Spanish Government is famous ; the re- 

■ the coimtries had been crippled in order 

day's greed might be satisfied ; and the 

ts, who, for the most part, were the mixed 

of Spcinish and native parents, had been 

. dependence and in ignorant ferocity. 

^ plenty of internal hatred and strife ; bat 

thought of winning their liberty and 

it their own regeneration seems to have 

nong the jieople of the several provinces, 
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they were repreeentatives. During his absence, in 
1794, conspiracies against Spain arose in Mexico and 
New Granada, and, these continuing, he went in 
1794, armed by secret promises of asaiatance from 
Pitt, to help in fomenting' them. They prospered 
for several years; and in 1806 Miranda obtained 
substantial aid from Sir Alexander Cochrane, Lord 
Cochrane's uncle, then the admiral in command of 
the West India station. Bat in 1806 Pitt died. 
The Whigs came into power, and with their coming 
occurred a change in the English policy. In 1807^ 
General Crawfurd was ordered to throw obstacles in 
the way of Miranda, then heading a formidable 
insarrectdon. The result was a temporary check 
to the work of revolution. In 1810 Miranda re- 
newed his enterprise in Venezuela, still with poor 
success; and in the same year a fresh revolt was 
stirred up in Mexico by Mignel Hidalgo, of Costilla, 
a priest of Dolores. Hidalgo's insurrection was 
foolish in design and bloodthirsty in execution. 
It was continued, in better spirit, but with poor 
success, by Moreloa and Bayon, who, sustaining 
a serious defeat in 1815, left the strife to d^;enerate 
into a coarse bandit struggle, very disastrous to 
Spain, but hardly beneficial to the cause of Mexican 
independence. 

In the meanwhile a more prosperous and worthier 
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Ks being waged in South America. 

of Miranda in Venezuela, which were re- 

iween 1810 and 1812, when he waa taken 

ud sent to Spain, there to die in a dungeon, 

I standard of revolt was raised in Quito by 

|uid his frieuds in 1809. After [fighting 

iu guerilla fashion, for five years, Na- 

I captured and forced to share Miranda's lot. 

I man, the greatest hero of South American 

luce, Simon Bolivar, succeeded them. 

I, a native of Caraccas, had passed many 

I Europe, when in 1810, at the age of 

n, he went to serve under Miranda in 

Miranda's defeat in 1812 compelled him 
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new republic of Colombia was founded under his 
presidency, in. the neighbouring district of New 
Granada, and down to the La Plata province, where 
he established the republic of Bolivia, so named in 
his honour. With these patriotic labours he was 
busied upon land, while Lord Cochrane was securing 
the independence of the Spanish colonies by his 
brave warfare on the sea. 

As the cause of liberiy progressed in South 
America, it beoame apparent that it had poor chance 
of permanence, while the revolutionists were unable 
to cope with the Spaniards in naval strife or to 
wrest from Spain her strongholds on the coast. 
This was especially the case with the maritime 
provinces of Chili and Peru. Peru, held firmly 
by the army garrisoned in Lima, to which Callao 
served as an almost impregnable port, had been 
unable to share in the contest waged on the other 
side of the Andes ; and Chih, though strong enough 
to declare its independence, was too weak to main- 
tain it without foreign aid. 

The Chilian struggle began in 1810, when the 
Spanish captain-general, Carrasco, was deposed, and 
a native government set up under Count de la Con- 
quista. By this government the sovereignty of 
Spain was still recognised, although various reforms 
-were adopted which Spain could not be expected to 



■ life op the eatjl of dundonalp. 



Accordingly, in April, 1811, an attempt 

by the Spanish soldiers to overturn the 

Ir of things. The result was that, after 

, the revolutionists triumphed, and the 

Ipain was thrown off. 

independence of Chili, thus easily begun, 

I easily continued. Three brothers, Jose 

I'uan Jo84 aud Luis Carrerae, and their 

Bed the Anne Boleyn of Chili, determined 

It the public weal to their own aggrandise- 

^''inning their way into popularity, they 

I'l the national congress that had been 

t in June, and in December set up a new 

li Jose Miguel Carrera at its head. A dismal 
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O'Higgins, had not the Carreras contrived, in hopes 
of reinstating themselves in power, to divide the 
republican interests, and so, while encouraging re- 
newed invasion by the Spaniards irom Lima, make 
their resistance more difficult. Wisely deeming it 
right to set aside every other consideration than the 
necessity of saving Chili from the danger pressing^ 
upon it from without, O'Higgins effected a junction 
with the Carreras, hoping thus to bring the whole 
force of the republic against the royalist army, 
larger than its predecessors, which was marching 
towards Santiago and Valparaiso. Had bis mag- 
nanimous proposals been properly acted upon, the 
issue might have been very different. But the 
Carreras, even in the most urgent hour of danger, 
could not forget their private ambitions. Holding 
aloof with their part of the army, they allowed 
O'Higgins and bis force of nine hundred to be 
defeated by four thousand royalists under G}«neral 
Osorio, in the preliminary fight which took place 
at the end of September. They were guilty of like 
treachery during the great battle of the 1st of 
October. On that day the royalists entered 'Ran- 
cagua, the town in which O'Higgins and his little 
band had taken shelter. They were fiercely resisted, 
and the fighting laeted through thirty-six hours. So 
brave was the conduct of the patriota that the 
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general was, after some hours' contest, on 
I of retreating. He saw that he would liavo 
■ of success, had the Carreras brought up 
bps, as was expected by both sides of the 
Rut the Carreras, short-sighted in their 
Is. and nothing loth that O'Higgins should be 
I still held aloof. Thereupon the Spaniards 
It, and made one more desperate effort. With 
Bind swords they forced their way, inch fay 
lliour by hour, into the centre of the town, 
an open square, O'Higgins, with two 
liien — all the remnant of his little army — 
last resistance. When only a few dozen of 
Lrs were left alive, and when he himself 
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followers fled. O'Higgins bad barely soldiers 
enough left to serve as a weak escort to the 
fourteen hundred old men, women, and cbildren 
who crossed the Andes with him on foot, to pass 
two years and a half in voluntary exile at Men- 
doza. 

During those two years and a half the Spaniards 
were masters in Santiago, and Chili was once more 
a Spanish province, in which the inhabitants were 
punished terribly in confiscations, imprisonments, 
and executions for their recent defection. DeHver- 
ance, however, was at hand. General San Martin, 
through whom chiefly La Plata had achieved its free- 
dom, gave assistance to O'Higgins and the Chilian 
patriots. The main body of the Spanish army, 
numbering about five thousand, had been stationed 
on the heights of Chacabuco, whence Santiago, Val- 
paraiso, and the otiier leading towns of Chili were 
overawed. On the 12th of February, 1817, San 
Martin and O'Higgins, with a force nearly as large, 
Burprisedtbis garrison, and, with excellent strategy 
and very little loss of life, to the patriots at any 
rate, it was entirely subdued. Santiago was entered 
in triumph on the 14th of February, and a few weeks 
served for the entire dispersion of the royalist forces. 
The supreme directorship of the renovated republic 
was offered to San Martin. On his dechning the 
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it was assigned, to tlie satisfaction of all 
I to O'Higgina. 

Inew dictator and the wisest of his counsel- 
IwGver, were not eatisfied with tlie temporary 
Igo that tliey had achieved. They knew that 
would continue to come down from Peru, the 
If which, even if that could be reh'ed upon, 
h'aste all the resources of the republic. They 
Itoo, that the Spanish war-ehips which BUp- 
■eru with troops and ammunition from home, 
the Chilian coast on tlieir way, would seri- 
Inder the commerce on which the young state 
klepend for its development, even if they did 
that commerce at its starting-point by 
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Mr, Henry Brougham, and Mr. Edward ElHce among 
the number. Lord Cochrane was just then out of 
London, fighting his amusing battle with the Bheriffs 
and bailiffs of Hampshire ; but as soon as that busi- 
ness was over he took foremost place among the 
friends of Don Alvarez and the Chilian cause which 
he represented. With a message to him, indeed, 
Alvarez was specially commissioned. He was in- 
vited by the Chilian Government to undertake the 
organization and command of an improved naval 
force, and so, by exercise of the prowess which he 
had displayed in the Mediterranean and elsewhere, 
to render invaluable service to the young republic. 

He promptly accepted the invitation, being induced 
thereto by many sufficient reasons. Sick at heart, as 
we have seen, under the cruel treatment to which for 
so many years he had been subjected by his enemies 
in power, he saw here an opportunity of, at the same 
time, escaping from his persecutors, returning to 
active work in a profession very dear to him, and 
giving efficient aid to a noble enterprise. 
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America, where the Spaniards were steadily gaining 
ground, was requested to leave the euperintendence 
of the Rising Star in other hands, and to cross the 
Atlantic without her. 

Accompanied by Lady Cochrane and his two 
children, he went first from Bye to Boulogne, and 
there, on the 15th of August, 1818, embarked in the 
Hose, a merchantman which had formerly been a war- 
sloop. The long voyage was uninteresting until Cape 
Horn was reached. There, and in passing along the 
rugged coast-line of Tierra del Fuego, Lord Cochrane 
was struck by ite wild scenery. He watched the lazy 
peng^uins that crowded on the rocks, among ever- 
greens that showed brightly amid the imposing mass 
of snow, . and caught with hooks the lazier sea- 
pigeons that skimmed the heavy waves and hovered 
round the buhvarks and got entangled among the 
rigging of the Hose. He shot several of the huge 
albatrosses that floated fearlessly over the deck, but 
was not successful in his efforts to catch the fish that 
were seen coming to the surface of the troubled sea. 
The sea was made so boisterous by rain and snow, 
and such a stiff wind blew from the west, that for 
two or three days the Hose could not double the Cape. 
She was forced to tack towards the south until a 
favourable gale set in, which carried her safely to 
Valparaiso. 
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■ixiso was reached on the 28th of November, 
Iwccks passed on shipboard, Tliere and at 
I the seat of government, to which he pro- 
soon as the congratulations of his new 
Imid allow him, Liord Cochrane was heartily 
So jtrofuse and prolonged were the 
Inents in his favour — splendid dinnei-s, at 
lions patriots tendered tlieir hearty compli- 
iig followed by yet more splendid balls, at 
pdfiorae women showed their gratitude in 
1 eagerly sought the honour of being led 
Irough the dances which were their chief 
I bat he had to remind kia guests that he 
3 Chili not to least but to fight. 
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bim and worse misfortune to his Chilian employers. 
One of the republican vessels was the Heaiie, a sloop 
of eighteen guns which had been sold out of the 
Britieb navy nnd bought as a speculation by Cap- 
tains G-uise and Spry. Having first offered her in 
vain to the Buenos Ayrean Government, they had 
brought her on to Chili, and there contrived to sell 
her with advantage and to be themselves taken into 
the Chilian service. They and another volunteer. 
Captain Worcester, a North American, liking the 
ascendancy over Admiral Blanco which their expe- 
rience had won for them, formed a cabal with the 
object of securing Admiral Blanco's continuance in 
the chief command, or its equal division between him 
and Lord Cochrane. Nothing but the Chilian ad- 
miral's disinterested patriotism prevented a serious 
rupture. He steadily withstood all' temptations to 
his vanity, and avowed his determination to accept 
no greater honour — if there could be a greater — 
than that of serving as second in command under the' 
brave Englishman who had come to fight for the 
independence of Chili. Thus, though some troubles 
afterwards sprang irorn the disaffections of Guise, 
Spry, and Worcester, the mischief schemed by them 
was prevented at starting. 

A few days after his arrival Lord Cochrane 
received his commission as " Vice- Admiral of Chili, 
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iind Commander-in-Chief of the Naval 

the Repnblic," Hie flag was hoisted, on the 

lecember, ou board the Maria Isabel, now 

Id the (yiliijgins, and fitted out as the prin- 

in the small Chilian fleet. The other 

the fleet were the Sun Martin, formerly an 

in the English service, of fifty-six guns; 

also an old Indiaman, of forty-four 

Galvarino, as the Hecate of Captains Guise 

Fas now styled, of eighteen guns ; the 

L of twenty guns ; the Aracauno, of sixteen 

Id a (sloop of fouiteeu guns named the 



pnish fleet, which these seven ships had to 
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Fernando, of twenty-six guns, and the San Antonio, 
of eighteen ' guns. Only ten out of the fourteen, 
however, were ready for sea ; and before the whole 
naval force could be got ready for service, it had been 
partly broken up by Lord Cochrane. 

There was delay, also, in getting the Chilian fleet 
iinder sail. After waiting at Yalparaiso as long as 
he deemed prudent, Lord Cochrane left the three 
smaller vessels to complete tlieir equipment under 
Admiral Blanco's direction, and passed out of port on 
the 16th of January, with the O'Higgins, the San 
Martin, the Lautaro, and the Chacabuco. He had 
hardly started before a mutiny broke out on board 
the last-named vessel, which compelled him to halt 
at Coquimbo long enough to try and punish the 
mutineers. Resuming the voyage, he proceeded 
along the Chih'an and Peruvian coast as far northward 
as Callao Bay, where he cruised about for some days, 
awaiting an opportunity of attacking the Spanish 
shipping there collected in considerable force. 

While thus waiting he employed his leisure in 
observations, great and small, of the sort and in 
the way characteristic of him all through life. One 
of hia rough notes runs thus : — ** Cormorants resort 
in enormous flights, coming in the morning from the 
northward to Callao Bay, and proceeding along shore 
to the southward, diving in regular successiou oue 
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Iier on the fiah wliicli, driven at the same 

I l>eIow by shoals of porpoises, seem to have 

but to be devoured under water or scooped 

Itarge bags pendent from the enormous bills 

Inorants." " Prodigious seals," we read in 

[ite, " inhabit the rocks, whose grave faces 

|beards look more like the human counte- 

the faces of most other animals. They 

iiwieldy in their movements when on shore, 

Xpert in the water. There is a small 

ck in the bay, which, from the clearness of 

I can be seen flying with its wings under 

; of small fry, wliich it speedily over- 

odigious speed." 
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and on the 2l8t of February, deeming that the 
Spaniards were more likely to be oflF their guard, he 
proposed " to make a feint of sending a boat ashore 
with despatches, and in the mean time suddenly to 
dash at the frigates and cut them out." Unfortu- 
nately a dense fog set in, which lasted till the 28th, 
and made it impossible for him to efiFect his purpose 
before the carnival was over. Let the sequel be told 
in his own words. 

" On the 28th, hearing heavy firing and imagin- 
ing that one of the ships was engaged with the 
enemy, I stood with the flag-ship into the bay. The 
other ships, imagining the same thing, also steered in 
the direction of the firing, when, the fog clearing for 
a moment, we discovered each other, as well as a 
strange sail near us. This proved to be a Spanish 
gunboat, with a lieutenant and twenty men, who, on 
being made prisoners, informed us that the firing 
was a salute in honour of the Viceroy, who had that 
morning been on a visit of inspection to the batteries 
and shipping, and was then on board the brig^f-war 
Pezvda, which we saw crowding sail in the direction 
of the batteries. The fog, again coming on, sug- 
gested to me the possibility of a direct attack. 
Accordingly, still maintaining our disguise under 
American colours, the O'Higgins and Ixmtaro stood 
towards the batteries, narrowly escaping going 
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In the fog. The Viceroy, having no doubt 

! the capture of the gunboat, had, however, 

for our reception, the garrison being at 

, and the crews of the ships-of-war at their 

Notwitlistanding the great odds, I deter- 

[o persist in an attack, as our withdrawing, 

I firing a shot, would produce an effect upon 

Ids of the Spaniards the reverse of that in- 

I had sufScient experience in war to know 

Iral effect, even if the result of a degree of 

not unfrequently supply the place of 

I force. 

wind falling light, I did not ventnre on 

the Lautaro alongside tho 
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Guise, who commanded the Lautaro, being severely 
wounded, that ship sheered off and never again came 
within range. As, from want of wind, or doubt of 
the result, neither the San Martin nor the Chacabuco 
had ever got within fire, the flag-ship was thus left 
alone, and I was reluctantly compelled to relinquish 
the attack. I withdrew to the island of San Lorenzo, 
about three miles distant from the forts ; the 
Spaniards, though nearly quadruple our numbers, 
exclusive of their gunboats, not venturing to fol- 
low us, 

" The action having been commenced in a fog, the 
S^niards imagined that all the Chilian vessels were 
engaged. They were not a little surprised, as it again 
cleared, to find that their own fi^gate, the quondam 
Maria Isabella, was almost their only opponent. So 
much were they dispirited by this discovery that, as 
soon as possible after the close of the contest, their 
ships-of-war were dismantled, the topmasts and spars 
being formed into a double boom across the an- 
chorage, so as to prevent approach. The Spaniards 
were also previously imaware of my being in com- 
mand of the Chilian squadron. On becoming ac- 
quainted with this fact, they bestowed upon me the 
not very complimentary title of ' El Diablo,' by which 
I was afterwards known amongst them." 

Two hundred and forty years before, almost to a 
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I Francis Drake— whom, of all English 
|j(ird Cochrane most resemhied in chJvalroiia 
eliivalroua hatred of oppression — had 
Id his little Golden Hind into the harbour 
I and there despoiled a Spanish fleet of seven- 
for which and for hia other brave 
I'Tits he won the nickname of El Dracone. 
Dragon and Cochrane the Devil were 
liii nohle hatred, and noble punishment, of 
rong-doing. 

f to San Lorenzo, after the fight in Callao 

lie 28th of February, Lord Cochrane occu- 

|^iland, and from it blockaded Callao for flVe 

In the island he found thirty-seven Chilian 
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la Pezuela, oHering to exchange for these Chilian pri- 
soners a larger number of Spaniards captured by 
himself and others. This proposal was bluntly re- 
fused by the Viceroy, who took occaeion, in his letter, 
to avow his surprise that a British nobleman should 
come to fight for a rebel community "unacknow- 
ledged by all the powers of the globe." Lord Coch- . 
rane replied that " a British nobleman was a free 
man, and therefore had a right to assist any country 
which was endeavouring to re-establish the rights of 
aggrieved humanity." " I have," he added, " adopted 
the cause of Chili with the same freedom of judgment 
that I previously exerdsed when refusing the offer 
of an admiral's rank in Spain, made to me not long 
ago by the Spanish ambassador in London." 

Except in blockading Callao and repairing his 
ships Uttle was done by Lord Cochrane during his 
stay at San Lorenzo. On the let of March he went 
into the harbour again and opened a destructive fire 
upon the Spanish gunboats, but as these soon sought 
shelter under the batteries, which the O'H^gins and 
the Lautaro were not strong enough to oppose, the 
demonstration did not last long. Unsuccessiul also 
was an attempt made upon the batteries, with the aid 
of an explosion-vessel, on the 22nd of March. The 
explosion-vessel, when just within musket-range, was 
struck by a round shot, and foundered, thus Exiling 
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\i\ed enterprise. Bnt other plans fared 

IliLiginning of April, Lord Cochrane left San 
liind proceeded to Huacho, a few leagues 
I Calko. Its inhabitants were for the moat 
knipathy with the repuhhcan cause, and the 

Bi^rrison fled at almoRt tho first gunshot, 
I large quantity of government property and 
I the hands of the assailants. Much other 
.vhich proved very serviceable to the im- 
lil Chilian exchequer, was captured hy the 

It during a two months' cruise about the 

Jeru, both north and south of Callao. Every- 

, the Spanish cause was weakened, and the 
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first expedition," he said, "had been fully accom- 
plished, namely, to reconnoitre, with a view to future 
operations, when the squadron should be rendered 
efficient ; but more especially to ascertain the incli- 
nations of the Peruvians — a point of the first im- 
portance to Chili, as being obliged to be constantly 
on the alert for her own newly-acquired liberties so 
long as the Spaniards were in undisturbed possession 
of Peru, To the accomphshment of these objects had 
been superadded the restriction of the Spanish naval 
force to the shelter of the forts, the defeat of their 
military forces wherever encountered, and the capture 
of no inconsiderable amount of treasure." That was 
work enough to )je done by four small ships, ill< 
manned and ill-provisioned, during a five months' 
absence from Valparaiso ; and the Chilians were not 
ungrateful. 

Their gratitude, however, was not strong enough 
to make them zealous co-operators in his schemes for 
their benefit. Lord Cochrane was eager to start 
apon another expedition, in which he hoped for yet 
greater success. But for this were needed prepara- 
tions which the poverty and mismanagement of the 
Chilian Government made almost impossible. He 
asked for a thousand troops with which to fecilitate 
a second attack on Callao. This force, certainly not 
a large one, was promised, but, when he was about 
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L only ninety soldiers were ready, and even 

l-ate subscription liad to be raised for giving 

lilt clothing instead of the rags iu wliicb 

-ed. For the assault on Caliao, also, an 

ly of rockets was required. An engineer 

lldsack bad gone from England to construct 

I, that tlicre might be no stinting in tlie 

pd Cochrane offered to surrender all his 

3-money. The offer was refused ; but, to 

ly, their manufacture was assigned to some 

^isoners, who showed their patriotism in 

so badly that, when tried, they were 

Illy worthless. There were other instances 

■onomy, wliereby Lord Cochrane's intended 
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The fleet entered Callao Roads on the 29th of Sep- 
tember. On this occasion there was no subterfuge. 
On the 30th Lord Cochrane despatched a boat to 
Callao with a flag of truce, and a challenge to the 
Viceroy to send out his ships — nearly twice aa strong 
as those of Chili in gune and men — for a fair fight in 
the open sea. The challenge was bluntly rejected, 
and an attack on the batteries and the ships in har- 
bour was then planned. On the Ist of October, the 
smaller vessels reconnoitred the bay, and there was 
some fighting, in which the Araucano was damaged. 
Throughout the night of the 2nd, a formidable attack 
was attempted, in which the main reliance was placed 
in the Qoldsack rockets ; but, in consequence of the 
treacherous handling of the Spanish soldiers who had 
filled them, they proved worse than useless, doing 
nearly BS much injury to the men who fired them as 
to the enemy. Only one gunboat was sunk by the 
shells from a raft commanded by Major Miller, who 
also did some damage to the forts and shipping. On 
the night of the 4th, Lord Cochrane amused himself, 
while a fireship was being prepared, by causing a 
burning tar-barrel to be drifted with the tide towards 
the enemy's shipping. It was, in the darkness, sup- 
posed to be a much more formidable antagonist, and 
volleys of Spanish shot were spent upon it. On the 
following evening a fireship was despatched ; but this 
u 2 
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failure. A sudden calm prevented her 
She was riddled through and thiough by 
's guus, and, rapidly gaining water in 
:e, had to be fired so much too eoon that 
'A before getting near enough to work any 
luhief amoug the Spaimli Bhipping. 

misfortunes Lord Cochrane was alto- 
leartened. The rockets, on which he had 
Ld, had proved worthless, and, one fireship 
|ii wasted, he did not care to risk the loaa 
He found too that the Spaniards, 
ly the warning which he had previously 
I HO strcugtiiened their booms that it was 
liMible, with the small force at his command, 
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This waa satisfactorily done; but the sickness of 
many of his men caused his further detention at 
Santa, whither he had gone from Ca!lao. On 
the 21st of November the sick were sent to Val- 
paraiso, in the charge of the San Martin, the 
Independencia, and the Araucano. "With the remain- 
ing ships, the O'Higgins, the Lauiaro, the Galvarino, 
and the Puyrredon, Lord Cochrane proceeded to the 
mouth of the River Guayaquil. There, on the 28th 
of the month, he captured two large Spanish vessels, 
one of twenty and the other of sixteen guns, laden 
with timber, and took possession of the village of 
Puna. At Q-uayaquil there was another delay of a 
fortnight, owing to a mutiny attempted by Captains 
Guise and Spry, whose treacherous disposition has 
already been mentioned. 

Not till the middle of December was he able to 
escape from the troubles brought upon him by others, 
and to return to work worthy of his great name and 
character. Then, however, sending one of his ships, 
with the prizes, to Valparaiso, and leaving two others 
to watch the Peruvian coast, he started, with only hia 
fiag-ship, upon an enterprise as brilliant in conception 
and execution as any in his whole eventful history. 
" The Chilian people," he said, '* expected impossi- 
bilities; and I had for some time been revolving in 
my mind a plan to achieve one which should gratify 
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I;illay my own wounded feelings. I had 
line sbip, BO tliat there were no other incH- 
I consult ; and I felt quite sure of Major 
licurrence where there was any fighting to 
Wy design was, witb the flag-ship alone, to 
I a coup (le main tlie numerous forts and 
|i' Valdivia, u fortress previously deemed 
e, and thus to counteract the disappoint- 
1 would ensue in Chiii from our want of 
I Callao. The enterprise was a desperate 
I theless, I was not about to do anything 
I having resolved that, unless I was fully 
I to its ])racticfibi]ity, I would not attempt 
ess, though often imputed to me, forms no 
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■ strategy which will be beet anderstood from hie own 
report of it. 

" The first step," he said, " clearly was to recon- 
noitre Valdivia. The flag-ship arrived on the 18th 
of January, 1820, under Spanish coloHr8,aud made a 
signal for a pilot, who — as the Spaniards mistook the 
O'Higgins for a ship of their own — promptly came 
off, together with a complimentary retinue of an 
officer and four soldiers, all of whom were nxade 
jirisoners as soon as they came on board. The pilot 
was ordered to take ue into the channels leading to 
the forts, whilst the officer and his men, knowing 
there was little chance of their finding their way on 
shore again, thought it moat conducive to their in- 
terests to supply all the information demanded, the 
result being increased confidence on my part as to 
the possibihty of a successful attack. Amongst other 
information obtained was the expected arrival of the 
Spanish brig P'vtrillo, with money on board for the 
payment of the garrison. 

" As we were busily employing ourselves in in- 
specting the channels, (he officer commanding the 
gairison began to suspect that our object might not 
altogether he pacific, a suspicion which was con- 
firmed by the detention of his officer. Suddenly 
a heavy iire was opened upon us from the various 
forts, to which we did not reply, but, our recon- 
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I lieing now complete, withdrew beyontl 

Two days were occupied in reeon- 

On tlie third day the Polrilh hove in 

elie, being also deceived by our Spanish 

lis captured without a shot, twenty thousand 

1 Bome important despatches being found 



hueinees having been 
I Lord Cochrane proceeded to Concepcion, 
Isk and obtain from its Chilian governor, 
reire, a force of two hundred and fiftj 
liider Major Beauchef, a French volunteer. 
liano Bay, moreover, he found a Chilian 
Itlie Montezuma, and a Brazilian brig, the 
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January," the narrative proceeds, "when I com- 
municated my intentions to the military officers, who 
displayed great eagerness in the cause — alone ques- 
tioning their success from motives of prudence. On 
my explaining to them that, if unexpected projects 
are energetically put in execution, they almost in- 
variably succeed in spite of odds, they willingly 
entered into my plans. 

" On the night of the 29th, we were off the island 
of Quinquina, in a dead calm. From excessive 
fatigue in the execution of subordinate duties, I 
had lain down to rest, leaving the ship in charge of 
the heutenant, who took advantage of my absence 
to retire also, surrendering the watch to the care of 
a midshipman, who fell asleep. Knowing oar danger- 
ous position, I had left strict orders that I was to be 
called the moment a breeze sprang up; but these 
orders were neglected. A sudden wind took the 
ship unawares, and the midshipman, in attempting 
to bring her round, ran her upon the sharp edge of 
a rock, where she lay beating, suspended, as it were, 
upon her keel ; and, had the swell increased, she 
must inevitably have gone to pieces. 

" We were forty miles from the mainland, the 
brig and schooner being both out of sight. The first 
impulse, both of officers and crew, was to abandon 
the ship, but, as we had six hundred men on board, 
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■ more than a, hundred and fifty could have 

■ boats, this would have been but a scramble 

iPointing out to the men that those who 

ild only reach the coast nf Arauco, where 

meet nothing but torture and inevitable 

iG hands of the Indians, I with some diffi- 

lliem to adopt the alternative of attempting 

[ ship. The first sounding gave five feet of 

tie hold, and the pumps were entirely out 

lOur carpenter, who was only one by name, 

lipetent to repair them; but, having myself 

in carpentry, I took ofl" my coat, and by 

I got them into working order, the water 

iiwhile gaining on us, though the whole 
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been under water, the ammnnition of every kind, 
except a little upon deck and in the cartouche-boxes 
of tlie troops, was rendered unserviceable ; though 
about this I cared little, as it involved the necessity 
of using the bayonet in our anticipated attack ; and 
to facing this weapon the Spaniards had, in every 
case, evinced a rooted aversion." 

The O'Higgins, thus bravely saved from wreck, was 
soon joined by the Intr^do and the Montezuma, and 
these vessels being now most fit for action, as many 
men as possible were transferred to them, and the 
O'Higgins was ordered to stand out to sea, only to be 
made use of in case of need. The Montezuma now 
became the flag-ship, and with her and her consort 
Lord Cochrane sailed into Yaldivia Harbour on the 
2q(1 of February. 

" The fortifications of Valdivia," he said, " are 
placed on both sides of a channel three quarters of 
a mile in width, and command the entrance, anchor- 
age, and river leading to the town, crossing their 
fire in all directions so effectually that, with proper 
caution on the part of the garrison, no ship could 
enter without suffering severely, while she would 
be equally exposed at anchor. The principal forts 
on the western shore are placed in the following 
order : — El Ingles, San Carlos, Amargos, Choroco- 
mayo, Alto, and Corral Castle. Those on the eastern 
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Niebla, directly opposite Amargos, and 

whilst on the ieland of Manzanera is a 

I fort mounteil with gmi8 of large calibre, 

lidiug the wliole range of the entrance 

Tliese fort« and a few others, fifteen in 

lid render the place in the hands of a skilful 

li almost impregnable, the shores on which 

Knd being inaccessible hy reason of the surf, 

i exception of a small landing-place at Fort 

8 to this landing-place that we first directed 
Lntion, anchoring the brig and schooner off 
B of Fort Inglea on the afternoon of February 
, amidst a Hwell which rendered immediate 
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fully Qoncealed under the lee of the veesele, one 
drifted astern, so that our object became apparent, 
and the guns of Fort Ingles, under which we lay, 
forthwith opened upon us, the first shots passing 
through the sides of the Intr^ndo and killing two 
men, so that it became necessary to land in spite of 
the swell. We had only two launches and a gig. 
I directed the operation in the gig, whilst Major 
Miller, with forty-four marines, pushed off in the 
first launch, under the fire of the party at the land- 
ing-place, on to which they soon leaped, driving the 
Spaniards before them at the point of the bayonet. 
The second launch then pushed off from the Intrepido, 
while the other was returning ; and in this way, in 
less than an hour, three hundred men had made good 
their footing on shore. 

*' The most difficult task, the capture of the forts, 
was to come. Tlie only way in which the first, Fort 
Ingles, could be approached, was by a precipitous 
path, along which the men could only pass in single 
file, the fort itself being inaccessible except by a 
ladder, which the enemy, after being routed by 
Major Miller, had drawn up. 

" As soon as it was dark, a picked party, under 
the guidance of one of the Spanish prisoners, silently 
advanced to the attack. This party having taken 
up its position, the main body moved forward, cheer- 
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I ing in tlie air, to intimate to the Spaniards 
Ir chief reliance was on the bayonet. The 
Inicanwhilc, kept up an incessant fire of 
liind musketry in the direction of the shouts, 
lout effect, as no aim could be taken in the 

li^t the patriots were thus noisily advancing', 

I young officer, Ensign Vidal, got under the 

Irink of the fort, and, with a few men, con- 

I tear up some pallisades, by which a bridge 

?. across the ditch. In that way he and his 

ity entered and formed noiselessly under 

Iwome branches of trees, while the garrison, 

;; about eight hundred soldiers, were direct- 
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placed on a height at Fort Chorocomayo. The 
Corral waa stormed with equal rapidity, a number 
of the enemy escaping in boats to Taldivia, others 
plunging into the forest. Upwards of a hundred 
fell into our hands, and on the following morn- 
ing the like number were found to have been 
bayoneted. Our loss was seven men killed and 
nineteen wounded. 

" On the 5th, the Intrepido and Montesumaf which 
had been left near Fort Ingles, entered the harbour, 
being fired at in their passage by Fort Niebla, on 
the eastern shore. On their coming to an anchor 
at the Corral, two hundred men were again em- 
barked to attack Forts Niebia, Carbonero, and Piojo. 
The O'Higgms also appeared in sight off the mouth 
of the harbour. The Spaniards thereupon sum- 
marily abandoned the forts on the eastern side ; no 
doubt judging that, as the western forts had been 
captured without the aid of the frigate, they had, now 
that she had arrived, no chance of successfully 
defending them. 

" On the tith, the troops were again embarked to 
pursue the flying garrison up the river, when we 
received a flag of truce, informing us that the enemy 
had abandoned the town, after plundering the pri- 
vate houses and magazines, and with the governor, 
Colonel Montoya, had fled in the direction of Chiloe. 
The booty which fell into our hands, exclusive of the 
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If the forts and public buildings, was consi- 

I Valdivia being the chief military depot in the 

side of the continent. Amongst the miU- 

Ires were upwards of 50 tons of gunpowder, 

■annon-ehot, 1 70,000 musket-cartridges, a large 

of small arms, 128 guns, of which 53 were 

Bid the remainder iron, the ship Dolores — 

kis sold at Valparaiso for twenty thousand 

-with public stores sold for the like value, 

:e, of which General Sanchez had previously 

the churches of Concepcion, valued at eix- 

Lueand dollars." Those prizes compensated 

Id over again for the loss of the Intrepido, 

Irounded in the channel, and the injuries done 
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[1820—1822.] 

Lord Cochrane returned to Valparaiso on the 27th 
of February, 1820. By General O'Higgine, the 
Supreme Dii^ctor, anA by the populace he was en- 
thusiastically received. But Zenteno, the Minister 
of Marine^ and other members of the Government, 
jealous of the fresh renown which he had won by 
his conquest of Valdivia, showed their jealousy in 
various offensive ways. 

In anticipation of his iailure they had prepared 
an elaborate charge of insubordination, in that he 

VOL. I. N 
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Jome back direct from Callao. Now that bo 

iiphed, tliey sought at first to have him 

■led for attempting so hazardous an exploit, 

lu'arda to rob him of his due on the ground 

lichievement was insignificant and valueless. 

ley were compelled by the voice of the people 

J pubb'cly that " the capture of Valdivia was 

ly result of an admirably-arranged plan and 

if-t daring execution," they refused to award 

|him or to his comrades any other recom- 

1 was contained in the verbal compliment ; 

liis refusing to give up his prizes until the 

liad been paid their arrears of wages, he 

litoned with prosecution for detention of the 
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Clara. But the money was never paid, and the estate 
was forcibly seized a few years afterwards. 

Other annoyances, which need not here be de- 
tailed, were offered to Lord Cochrane, and thns six 
months were wasted by Zenteno and his associates 
in the Chilian senate. " The senate," said Lord Coch- 
rane, *' was an anomaly in state government. It con- 
sisted of five members, whose functions were to 
remain only during the first struggles of the country 
for independence ; but this body had now assumed a 
permanent right to dictatorial control, whilst there 
was no appeal from their arbitrary conduct, except 
to themselves. They arrogated the title of ' Most 
Excellent,' whilst the Supreme Director was simply 
'His Excellency;' bis position, though nominally 
head of the executive, being really that of mouth- 
piece to the senate, which, assuming all power, de- 
prived the Executive Government of its legitimate 
influence, so that no armament coul^ be equipped, no 
public work undertaken, no troops raised, and no 
taxes levied, except by the consent of this irrespon- 
sible body. For such a clique the plain, simple good 
sense of the Supreme Director was no mateh. He was 
led to believe that a crooked policy was a necessary 
evil of government, and, as such a policy was adverse 
to his own nature, he was the more easily induced 
to surrender ite administration to others who were 
N 2 
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liis conscientious principleB." Those sen- 
plain the treatment to which, now and aftei^ 
vd Coclirane was subjected, 
fas allowed, however, to do further excellent 
the nation which had akeady begun to 
m with nothing but ingratitude. As soon 
Chilian Government could turn from its spite- 
to its proper duty of consolidating the 
pence of tlie insurgents from Spanish domi- 
mvas resolved to despatch aa strong a force as 
raised for another and more formidable 
n to Peru, whereby at the same time the 
lis should be freed from the tyranny by which 
i oppressed, and the Chilians should be 
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San Martin bad fought worthily tn La Plata, and 
he had earned the gratitude of the Chilians hy 
winning back their freedom in conjunction with 
O'Higgins in 1817. Vanity and ambition, however, 
had since unhinged him, and he now proved himself 
a champion of liberty very inferior, both in prowess 
and in honesty, to Bolivar. 

His armyj numbering four thousand two hun- 
dred men, was collected by the 2l8t of August, and 
on that day it was embarked at Valparaiso in the 
whole Chilian squadron. Lord Cochrane proposed to 
go at once to Chiica, the nearest point both to Lima 
and to Callao. San Martin, however, decided upon 
Pisco as a safer landing-place, and there the^troops 
were deposited on the 8th of September. For fifty 
days they were detained there, and the fleet was 
forced to share their idleness, capturing only a few 
passing merchantmen. On the 28th of October they 
were re-embarked, and Lord Cochrane again urged a 
vigorous attack on the capital and its port. Again 
he was thwarted by San Martin, who requested to be 
landed at Ancon, considerably to the north of Callao, 
and as unsuitable a halting-place as was the southerly 
town of Pisco. Lord Cochrane had to comply ; but 
he bethought him of a plan for achieving a great 
work, in spite of San Martin. Sending the main 
body of his fleet to Ancon with the troops, no the ' 
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retained the O'Higgins, the Independenc'ia, 

WLautaro, with the professed object of merely 

lig Callao at a safe distance. " The fact was," 

■ that, annoyed, in common with the whole 

, at this irresolution on the part of General 

n, I determined that the means of Chili, 

I with great difficulty, should not be wholly 

k'ithout Borae attempt at accomplishing the 

the expedition. I accordingly formed a 

Ittack with the three ehipa which I had kept 

■High, being apprehensive that my design 

[ opposed by General San Martin, I had not 

litioned to him my intentions. This design 

lilt out the EfiTficralda frigate from under the 



HIS PLANS FOR SEIZING THE « ESMERALDA." 188 

Three days were spent in preparations, the purpose 
of which was known only to himself and to his chief 
officers. On the afternoon of the 5th of November 
he issued this proclamation : — ** Marines and seamen, 
— This night we shall give the enemy a mortal blow. 
To-morrow you will present yourself proudly before 
Callao, and all your comrades will envy your 
good fortune. One hour of courage and resolution 
is all that is required for you to triumph. Remember 
that you have conquered in Valdivia, and have no 
fear of those who have hitherto fled from you. The 
value of all the vessels captured in Callao will be 
yours, and the same reward will be distributed 
amongst you a« has been offered by the Spaniards in 
Lima to those who should capture any of the Chilian 
squadron. The moment of glory is approaching. I 
hope that the Chilians will fight as they have been 
accustomed to do, and that the English will act as 
they have ever done at home and abroad." 

A request was made for volunteers, and the whole 
body of seamen and marines on board the three ships 
oflFered to follow Lord Cochrane wherever he might 
lead. This was more than he wanted. " A hundred 
and sixty seamen and eighty marines,'* said Lord 
Cochrane, whose own narrative of the sequel 
will best describe it, " were placed, after dark, in 
fourteen boats alongside the flag-ship, each man. 
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t cutlass and pisto]} ^i^gi ^ot distrnddon's 
Bed in white, with a blue band on the left 
[ Spaniards, I expected, would be off their 
I consider themselves safe from attack for that 
, by way of rtise, the other ships had been 
llhe bay under the charge of Captain Foster, 
lin pursuit of Bome vessels in the offing. 

! o'clock all was in readiness, the boats 
Bied in two divisions, the first commanded 
Iptain Crosbie and the second by Captain 
' boat leading. The strictest silence and 
ve use of cutlasses were enjoined ; so that, 
I were muffled and the night was dark, the 
not the least suspicion of the impeuding- 
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quarters; and great was the havoc made amongst 
tlieni by the Chilian eutlafises whilst they were re- 
covering themselves. Retreating to the forecastle, 
they there made a gallant stand, and it was not until 
the third charge that the position was carried. The 
fight was for a short time renewed on the quarter- 
deck, where the Spanish marines fell to a man, the 
rest of the enemy leaping overboard and into the 
hold to escape slaughter. 

" On boarding the ship by the main-chains, I was 
knocked back by the sentry's musket, and falling on 
the tholl-pin of the boat, it entered my back near the 
spine, inflicting a severe injury, which caused me 
many years of subsequent suffering. Immediately 
regaining my footing, I reascended the side, and, 
when on deck, was shot through the thigh. But, 
binding a handkerchief tightly round the wound, I 
managed, though with great difficulty, to direct the 
contest to its close. 

'* The whole affair, from beginning to end, occu- 
pied only a quarter of an hour, our loss being 
eleven killed and thirty wounded, whilst that of the 
Spaniards was a hundred and sixty, many of whom 
fell under the cutlasses of the Chilians before they 
could stand to their arms. Greater bravery I never 
saw displayed than by our gallant fellows. Before 
boardiug, the duties of all had been appointed, and a 
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told off to take poseession of tbe tops. 

|iiot been on deck a minute, when I hailed 

■p, and was instantly answered by our own 

Ijually prompt answer being returned from 

-'9 main-top. No British man-of-war's erew 

i excelled this minute attention to orders. 

Iiproar speedily alarmed tbe gameon, who, 

to their guns, opened fire on their own 

i paying us the compliment of having 

I though, even in this case, their own men 

liave been on board, so that firing on them 

liiton proceeding. Several Spaniards were 

wounded by tlie shot of the fortress. 

I the wounded was Captain Coig, the com- 
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SO that the garrison did not know which vessel to 
fire at. The Hyperion and Macedonian were several 
times struck, while the Esmeralda was comparatively 
imtouched. Upon this the neutral vessels cut their 
cables and moved away. Contrary to my orders, 
Captain Guise then cut the EsmeraldcHs cables also, 
so that there was nothing to be done but to loose her 
topsails and follow. The fortress thereupon ceased 
its fire. 

" I had distinctly ordered that the cables of the 
Esmeralda were not to be cut, but that after taking 
her, the force was to capture the Maypeu^ a brig of 
war previously taken from Chili, and then to attack 
and cut adrift every ship near, there being plenty of 
time before us. I had no doubt that, when the 
Esmeralda was taken, the Spaniards would desert 
the other ships as fast as their boats would permit 
them, so that the whole might have been either 
captured or burnt. To this end all my previous 
plans had been arranged ; but, on my being placed 
hors de combat by my wounds. Captain Guise, on 
whom the command of the prize devolved, chose to 
interpose his own judgment and content himself with 
the Esmeralda alone ; the reason assigned being that 
the English had broken into her spirit-room and 
were getting drunk, whilst the Chilians were dis- 
organized by plundering. It was a great mistake. 
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Ill capture the Esmeralda with her picked 

Ljjpointed crew, there would have beeu 

> difficulty in cutting the other ships adrift 

It would only have been the rout of 

lover again, chasing the enemy, without 

sliip to ship instead of from fort to fort." 

■ochraue's exploit, however, though less 

|han lie had intended, was ae eucceesful 

as it was briUiant in its achievement. 

( of the Esmeralda" wrote Captain Basil 

commanding a British war-ship in South 

waters, " was a deatli-hlow to the Spanisli 

1 that quarter of the world ; for, al- 

§c're were still two Spanish frigates and 
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frigate Esmeralda, and the brilliant maimer in which 
you conducted the gallant ofiScers and seamen under 
your orders to acoompliah that noble enterprise, have 
augnented the gratitude due to your former services 
by the Government, as well as that of all interested in 
the public welfare and in your fame. All those who 
participated in the risks and glory of the deed also 
deserve well of their countrymen ; and I have the 
satisfiiction to be the medium of transmitting the 
sentiments of admiration which such transcendent 
success has excited in the chiefs of the army under 
ray command." " It is impossible for me to eulogize 
in proper language," be also wrote to the Chilian 
administration, " the daring enterprise of the 5th of 
November, by which Lord Cochrane has decided the 
superiority of our naval forces, augmented the splen- 
dour and power of Chili, and secured the success of 
this campaign." 

A few days lat-er, however, San Martin wrote in 
very different terms, " Before the General-in-Chief 
left the Tice-Admiral of the squadron," he said, in a 
bulletin to the army, ** they agreed on the execution 
of a memorable project, suflScient to astonish intre- 
pidity itself, and to make the history of the liberating 
expedition of Pern eternal." " This glory," he added, 
" was reserved for the Liberating Army, whose efforts 
have snatched the victims of tyranny from its 
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IXhus impudently did he arrogate to hira- 

, at any rate, in the initiation of a project 

Id Cochrane, knowing that he would oppose 

firposely kept secret from liim, and assign 
I merit of its completion to the army which 
iition and incompetence were holding in 
le inactivity. 

lochrane was too much accustomed to per- 
Jjtice, however, to be very greatly troubled 

.'sh indignity. It was a far heavier trouble 
lit his first triumph was not allowed to be 
lited by prompt completion of the work on 
lid not on any individual aggrandisement, 
f.v&s eet — the establishment of Peruvian as 
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the EsmeraJda apparently within reach, and the flag^ 
ship herself in situations of some danger. One day 
I carried her through an intricate strait called the 
Boqueron, in which nothing beyond a fifty-ton 
schooner was ever seen. The Spaniards, expecting 
every moment to see the ship strike, manned their 
gunhoats, ready to attack as soon as she was aground ; 
of which there was httle danger, for we had found, 
and bnoyed off with small bits of wood invisible to 
the enemy, a channel through which a vessel could 
pass without much difficulty. At another time, the 
Esmeralda being in a more than usually tempting 
position, the Spanish gunboats ventured out in the 
hope of recapturing her, and for an hour maintained 
a smart fire ; but on seeing the O'Higgws manoeu- 
vring to cut them off, they precipitately retreated." 

In ways like those the Spaniards were locked in, 
and harassed, in Callao Bay. Good result came in 
the steady weakening of the Spanish cause. On the 
3rd of December, six hundred and fifly soldiers 
deserted to the Chilian army. On the 8th they were 
followed by forty ofScers; and after that hardly a 
day passed without some important defections to the 
patriot force. 

Unfortunately, however, there was weakness also 
among the patriots. San Martin, idle himself, de- 
termined to profit by the advantages, direct and indi- 
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Ihich Lord Cochrane's proweBs had secured 

i securing. It began to be no secret that, as 

Peru was freed from the Spanish yoke, he 

Id to subject it to a military despotism of hja 

This being resented by Lord Cochrane, who 

grounds could have little sympathy or 

I for his associate, coolness arose between the 

Lord Cochrane, anxious to do some more 

ftnt work, if ouly a few troops might be 

to co-operate with his sailors, was forced to 

lome of San Martin's inactivity. In March, 

offered, if two thousand soldiers were 

to him, to capture Lima ; and when thia 

las rejected, he declared himself willing to 
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the 28th of July — ^the day on which Peru*s inde- 
pendence was proclaimed — testified that the honour 
was due to General San Martin and his Liberating 
Army. That, however, was only paVt of a policy long 
before devised. " It now became evident to me," said 
Lord Cochrane, '* that the army had been kept inert 
for the purpose of preserving it entire to further the 
ambitious views of the General, and that, with the 
whole force now at Lima, the inhabitants were com- 
pletely at the mercy of their pretended liberator, but 
in reality their conqueror." 

With that policy, however much he reprobated it, 
Lord Cochrane wisely judged that it was not for him 
to quarrel. " As the existence of this self-constituted 
authority," he said, " was no less at variance with the 
institutions of the Chilian Republic than with its solemn 
promises to the Peruvians, I hoisted my flag on board 
the O^HigginSf determined to adhere solely to the 
interests of Chili ; but not interfering in any way 
with General San Martin's proceedings till they inter- 
fered with me in my capacity as Commander-in-Chief 
of the -Chilian navy.'* He was not, therefore, in Lima 
on the 3rd of August, when San Martin issued a 
proclamation declaring himself Protector of Peru, 
and appointing three of his creatures as his Ministers 
of State. Of the way in which he became acquainted 
of this violent and lawless measure, a precise descrip- 
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Is been given by an eye-witness, Mr. W. B. 



I the following morning, the 4th of August," 

L "Lord Cochrane, uninformed of the change 

Ihad taken place in tlie title of San Martin, 

I the palace, and began to beg the General-in- 

) propose some means for tlie payment of the 

I who had served their time and fulfilled their 

It. To this San Martin answered that ' he 

Inever pay the Chilian squadron unless it was 

Peru, and then the payment should be oon- 

I part of the purchase-money." Lord Cochrane 

that ' by such a traUBaction the sqiiadron of 

1 be transferred to Peru by merely paying 
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informed me,' said his lordship : * I hope that the 
fidendship which has existed between General San 
Martin and myself will continue to exist between the 
Protector of Peru and myself.' San Martin then, 
rubbing his hands, said, ' I have only to say that I 
am Protector of Peru.' The manner in which this 
last sentence was expressed roused the Admiral, 
who, advancing, said, ' Then it becomes me, as senior 
officer of Chili, and consequently the representative 
of the nation, to request the fulfilment of all the pro- 
mises made to Chili and the squadron ; but first, and 
principally, the squadron.' San Martin returned, 
' Chili ! Cluli ! I will never pay a single real to 
Chili ! As to the squadron, you may take it where 
you please, and go where you choose. A couple of 
schoonera are quite enough for me.' On hearing this 
Garcia left the room, and Monteagudo walked to the 
balcony. San Martin paced the room for a short 
time, and, turning to his lordship, said, ' Forget, my 
lord, what is past.' The Admiral replied, 'I will 
when I can," and immediately left the palace."* " One 
thing baa been omitted in the preceding narrative," 
said Lord Cochrane. " General San Martin, following 
me to the staircase, had the temerity to propose to 
me to follow his example — namely, to break faith 

♦ W. B. Stevenaon, "Tweatj Teaia' Reridence in South America." 
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.^ Chilian Government, to which we had both 

10 abandon the sqnadron to his interests, and 
l>t the higher grade of First Admiral of Peru, 
Scarcely say that a proposition so dislionourable 

►■lined ; when, in a tone of irritation, he de- 
Ithat 'he would neither give the seamen their 
I iif pay nor the gratuity he had promis^.' " 
I C'oclirane lost no time in reWrnoig to ms^ag-V 
I Callao Roads. Thence, however, on the 7th 
lust, he wrote a letter to San Martin, couched 
lis as temperate and persuasive as he could 
ilmself to use. " My dear treneral," he there 

11 address you for the last time under your late 
Bition, being aware that the liberty I may take 
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foresee. You have it in your power to be the 
Napoleon of South America ; but you have also the 
power to choose your course, and if the first steps 
are false, the eminence on which you stand will, as 
though from the brink of a precipice, make your fall 
the more heavy and the more certain. The real 
strength of government is public opinion. What 
would the world say, were the Protector of Peru, as 
his first act, to cancel the bonds of San Martin, even 
though gratitude may be a private and not a public 
virtue ? What would they say, were the Protector 
to refuse to pay the expense of that expedition -which 
placed him in his present elevated situation ? What 
would they say, were it promulgated to the world 
that he intended not even to remunerate those em- 
ployed in the navy which contributed to Ins success ?" 
Much more to the same effect Lord Cochrane wrote, 
urging honesty upon San Martin as the only path 
by which he could win for himself a permanent 
success, and making a special claim upon his honesty 
in the interests of the seamen and naval officers, to 
whom neither pay nor prize-money had been given 
since their departure from Chili nearly a year before. 
It was all in vain. San Martin wrote, on the 9th of 
August, a letter making professions of virtue and 
acknowledging much personal indebtedness to Lord 
Cochrane and the fleet, but evading the whole ques- 
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' I am disposed," he said, " to recom- 
[tlour displayed in the cause of the country. 
I know, my lord, that the wages of the crews 
I come under these circumstances, and that I, 
laving engaged to pay tlie amount, am not 
I to do so. That debt is due from Chili, whose 
Iment engaged the seamen." 
I Cochrane knew that Chili would decline to 
work that, if intended to be done in it« 
y, bad been perverted from that intention ; 
crews, also knowing it, became reasonably 
After much further correspondence — in 
»au Martin suggested as his only remedy that 
ochrane should accept the dishonourable pro- 



HIS SEIZURE OP THE TREASURE AT ANCON. 199 

every officer and man in his employ, taking nothing 
for himself, but reserving the small surplus for 
the pressing exigencies and re-equipment of the 
squadron. 

It is unnecessary to detail the angry correspond- 
ence that arose out of that rough act of justice. 
Before the money was distributed, treacherous oflfers 
to restore it and enter into rebellious league with 
San Martin were made to Lord Cochrane ; and with 
these were alternated mock-virtuous complaints and 
bombastic threats. Both, bribes and threats were 
treated by him with equal contempt. 

** After a lapse of nearly forty years* anxious con- 
sideration," he wrote in 1858, "I cannot reproach 
myself with ^having done any wrong in the seizure 
of the money of the Protectorial Government. 
General San Martin and myself had been in our 
respective departments deputed to liberate Peru 
from Spain, and to give to the Peruvians the same 
free institutions which Chili herself enjoyed. The 
first part of our object had been fully eflFected by the 
achievements and vigilance of the squadron ; the 
second part was frustrated by General San Martin 
arrogating to himself despotic power, which set at 
naught the wishes and voice of the people. As * my 
fortune in common with his own ' was only to be 
seciured by acquiescence in the wrong he had done 
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Iby casting off his allegiance to her, and bj 

him in the atill greater wrong he wa* 

I on Peru, 1 did not chooBe to sacrifice my 

and professional character by lending 

! an instrument to purposes so unworthy, 

In my power to warn General San Martin 

Insequences of ambition so ill-directed, but 

ug was neglected, if not despised. Chili 

1 to defray the expenses of the squadron, 

ecta, as laid down by the Supreme Di- 

jiould be accomplished ; but, in place of ful- 

! obligation, he permitted the squadron to 

k crews to go in rags, and the ships to be in 

danger for want of the proper equipment 
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ment, there was notbing wrong in the course I 
pursued, if only for the reason that, if the Chilian 
squadron was to be preserved, it was impossible for 
me to have done otherwise. Years of reflection have 
only produced the conviction that, were I again 
placed in similar circumstances, I should adopt pre- 
cisely the same course." 

In spite of his treachery to the Chilian Govern- 
ment, General San Martin professed to retain his 
functions as Commander-in-Chief of the Chilian libe- 
rating expedition to Peru; and, accordingly, when 
he found it useless to make further eflbrte, by bribes 
or threats, to seduce Lord Cochrane from his al- 
legiance, he ordered him to return at once to Val- 
paraiso. This order Lord Cochrane refused to obey, 
seeing that the work entrusted to him — the entire 
destruction of the Spanish squadron in the Pacific — 
had not yet been completed. 

He determined to complete that work, first going 
to Guayaquil to repair Mid refit his ships, which San 
Martin would not allow him to do in any Peruvian 
port. He was thus employed during six weeks 
following the 18th of October, 1821. 

On his departure, a complimentary address from 
the townsmen aObrded him an opportunity of ofiering 
some good advice on a matter in which bis long and 
intelligent political experience showed him Uiat they 
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icially at fault. The inliabitants of Guaja- 

I many other young communities, soug'ht to 

Itheir revenues and stren^hen their inde- 

by violent restrictions upon foreign com- 

Id arbitrary support of native monopolists. 

hrane eloquently propounded to them the 

pf free trade. " Let your public press," he 

Kctare the consequences of monopoly, and 

■ names to the defence of your enlightened 

Let it show, if your province contains eighty 

I inhabitants, and if eighty of these are pri- 

Lerchauta according to the old system, that 

and ninety-nine persons out of a 

I must suffer l^ecause their cotton, coffee. 
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IB to sell his country's produce as high, and foreign 
goods as low, as possible, and that public competition 
can alone accomplisb this. Let foreign merchants, 
who bring capital, and those who practise any art or 
handicraft, be permitted to settle freely. Thus a 
competition will be formed, from which all must reap 
advantage. Then will land and fixed property in- 
crease in value. The magazines, instead of being the 
receptacles of filth and crime, will be full of the 
richest foreign and domestic productions; and all 
will be energy and activity, because the reward will 
be in proportion to the labour. Your river will be 
filled with ships, and the monopolist degraded and 
shamed. You will bless the day in which Omnipo- 
tence permitted to be rent asunder the veil of ob- 
scurity, under which the despotism of Spain, the 
abominable tyranny of the Inquisition, and the want 
of Uberty of the press, so long hid the truth from 
your sight. Let your customs' duties be moderate, 
in order to promote the greatest possible consump- 
tion of foreign and domestic goods ; then smuggling 
will cease and the returns to the treasury increase. 
Xjet every man do as he pleases aa regards his own 
property, views, and interests; because each indi- 
vidual will watch over his own with more zeal than 
senates, ministers, or kings. By your enlarged views 
set an example to the New World; and thus, as 
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muil is, from its Bituation, the central republic, 

become the centre of the agriculture, com- 

laud riches of the Pacific." 

I Cochrane left Guayaquil on the 3rd of De- 

aud cruised northwards in search of the 

and the Venganza, the only two remaining 

frigates, which had made their escape from 

gone in the direction of Mexico. He 

along the Colombian and Mexican coasts as 

lAcapulco, where he called on the 29th of 

, 1822, without finding the objects of his 

He there learned, on the 2nd of February, 

In in-coming merchantman, that the frigates 

him and were now somewhere to the 
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the only means of averting the certain ruin that Lord 
Cochrane was planning for them, quietly to sur- 
render to the Peruvian Government. In this way 
Chili was cheated of its prizes, although Lord Coch- 
rane's main object, the entire overthrow of the 
Spanish war shipping in the Pacific, was accom- 
plished without further use of powder and shot. 
The Prueba had been sent to Callao, and the Ven- 
ganza was now being refitted at Guayaquil. 

Lord Cochrane had now done all that it was pos- 
sible for him to do in fulfilment of the naval misBion 
on which he had quitted Chili a year and a half 
before. Proceeding southward, he anchored in Callao 
Roads from the 25th of April till the 10th of May. 
San Martin's Government, fearing punishment for 
their misdeeds, prepared to defend Callao. Lord 
Cochrane, however, wrote to say that he had no 
intention of malting war upon the Peruvians ; that 
all he asked was adequate payment for the services 
rendered to them by his oflScers and seamen. In the 
same letter he denounced the new treacheiy that had 
been shown with reference to the Venganza and the 
Pru^. 

The answer to that letter was a visit from San 
Martin's chief minister, who begged Lord Cochrane 
to recall it, and impudently repeated the old offers of 
service under the Peruvian Government, adding that 
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tin had written a private letter to the same 

' Tell the Protector from me," eaid Lord 

' that if, after the conduct he has pursued, 

lent me a private letter, it would certainly 

|n returned unanswered. Yoa may also tell 

it is not my wish to injure him, that I 

[ear him nor hate him, but that I disapprove 

pduct." 

Cochrane'fl brief stay off Callao sufficed to 

him that, though the people of Peru were 

the time subjected to a tyranny almost 

I that practised by Spain, no one was likely 

1 fear of San Martin, as his treacheries 

rices were already bringing upon him well- 
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are free from the stain of labouring in any such 
work ; and having finished all you gave me to do, 
I may now rest till you shall command my fiirther 
endeavours for the honour and security of my 
adopted land." 
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America. In the course of about three years he had 
scoured the Pacific of the Spanish ships, which had 
offered an obstacle too eerious for the patriots to 
overcome by any force or wisdom of their own. He 
had made it possible for them to assert their inde- 
pendence of a foreign yoke, and, if their patriotimn 
bad been genuine enough, to work out internal 
reforms, by which the sometime colonies of Spain in 
South America might have been able to vie in great- 
ness with the sometime colonies of England in the 
northern continent. The benefits which he con- 
ferred eE^)eciaUy upon Chili were shared by all the 
liberated communities along the whole Pacific coast- 
line up to Mexico. But all were alike ungrateful, 
except in fitful words and in sentiments that prompted 
to no action. 

Shortly after his return to Chili, Lord Cochrane 
went to live upon the estates that had been conferred 
upon him. Soon, however, he was forced to go back 
to Valparaiso, there to look after the interests of the 
officers and crews who had served him and Chili 
during the previous fighting time. His earnest argu- 
ments on their behalf were not heeded. The poor 
fellows were left to starve and be perished by the 
cold of a South American winter, against which the 
pitiiul rags in which they were clothed afforded no 
protection. And before long fresh incidents arose 
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Lade it imposeiblG for him to persevero in 
I their battle. 

San Martin, having nm his course of 

■anny in Peru, was soon forced to resign his 

te and seek safety in Chili. He reached 

) on tlie 12th of October, and then Lord 

le, who had long before seen good reasons for 

Lg it, was convinced that Zenteno and many 

Ifluential men in Chili were in league with 

ke claimed that San Martin should be tried 

l-martial for his treasons, known to all the 

I Instead of that San Martin was loaded with 

[ and fresh indignities were heaped upon his 

piiser. This monstrous action of the ministers 
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"The difficultiea," he said, in a dignified letter 
addressed to (General O'Higgins, still nominallj the 
Supreme Director, in which he virtually resigned his 
appointment as Vice- Admiral of the Republic, " the 
diflSculties which I have experienced in accomplish- 
ing the naval enterprises successfully achieved 
during the period of my command as Admiral of 
Chili have not been mastered without responsibility 
such as I would scarcely again undertake, not be- 
cause I would hesitate to make any personal sacrifice 
in a cause of so much interest, but because even 
these favourable results have led to the total aliena- 
tion of the sympathies of meritorious officers — whose 
co-operation was indispensable — in consequence of 
the conduct of the Government. That which has 
made most impression on their minds has been, not 
the privations they have suffered, nor the withhold- 
ing of their pay and other dues, but the absence of 
any pnbHc acknowledgment by the Government of 
the honours and distinctions promised for their 
fidelity and constancy to Chili ; especially at a time 
when no temptation was withheld that could induce 
them to abandon the cause of Chili for the service of 
the Protector of Peru. Ever since that time, though 
there was no want of means or knowledge of facts 
on the part of the Chilian GovemmeAt, it has sub- 
mitted itself to l^e influence of the agents of an indi- 
p 2 
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I whose power, having ceased in Peru, baa been 

a Chili. The effect of this on me is 

1 that I cannot trust myself in words to express 

feelings. Whatever I have recom- 

asked for the good of the naval service 

pen scouted or denied, though acquiescence 

I have placed Chili in the first rank of maritime 

In this quarter of the globe. My requisitions 

rtions were founded on the practice of the 

I service in the world — that of England. 

pave, however, met with no consideration, as 

their object had been directed to my own 

I benefit. Until now I have never eaten the 

idleness. I cannot reconcile to my mind a 
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more freed from its difficulties. I liave complied with 
all that my public duty demanded, and, if I have 
not been able to accomplish more, the deficiency haa 
arisen from circmnstances beyond my control. At 
any rate, having the world still before me, I hope to 
prove that it is not owing to me. I have received 
proposals from Mexico, from Brazil, and from a 
European state, but have not as yet accepted any 
of these offers. Nevertheless, the habits of my life 
do not permit me to refuse my sex-vices to those 
labouring under oppression, as Chili was before the an- 
nihilation of the Spanish naval force in the Patafic. In 
this I am prepared to justify whatever course I may 
pursue. In thus taking leave of Chili, I do so with sen- 
timents of deep regret that I have not been suffered to 
be more useftil to the cause of liberty, and that I am 
compelled to separate myself from individuals with 
whom I hoped to live for a long period, without 
violating such sentiments of honour as, were they 
broken, would render me odious to myself and des- 
picable in their eyes." 

That letter sufficiently explains the reasons which 
induced Lord Cochrane to resign his Chilian com- 
mand. He had, as he said, received invitations to 
enter the service of Brazil, of Mexico, and of Greece. 
The Mexican offer he declined at once, as acceptance 
of it would involve little of the active work in 
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wliich, if for a good cause, was always 

3 to him. ABsistance of the Greeks who, a 
Id a half before, had begun to throw off their 

.itude to Turkey, and who were now fighting 
Itely for their freedom, was an enterprise on 
Le would gladly have embarked, but the invi- 
I from Brazil was more pressing, and he 
Ire conditionally accepted it " The war in 
fcific," he said, on the 29th of November, in 
I to two letters written on behalf of the newly- 

Emperor of Brazil, " having been happily 
nted by the total destruction of the Spanish 
, I am, of course, iree for the crusade of 
ly other quarter of the globe. I confess. 
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aerve a consistency of character, should the Govem- 
ment (which I by no means anticipate) di£Fer so 
widely in its nature from those which I have been in 
the habit of supporting as to render the proposed 
situation repugnant to my principles, and so justly 
expose me to suspicion, and render me unworthy the 
confid^ce of his Majesty and the nation." 

In accordance with the terms of that letter, Lord 
Cochrane wrote as we have seen to the Supreme 
Director of Chili, not completely resigning hia em- 
plojmient, but proposing to absent himself for an 
indefinite period. His proposal was at once accepted 
by the Chilian Government, to whom his honesty and 
his popularity with the people miade him particularly 
obnoxious. He thereupon made prompt arrange- 
ments for his departure. He quitted Valparaiso on 
the 18th of January, 1823, in a vessel chartered for 
his own use and that of several European o£5cers and 
seamen, who, like him, were tired of Chilian ingrati- 
tude, and who begged to be employed under him 
wherever he might serve. 

Of the subsequent occurrences in the Western 
States, for which he had done so much, and tried to 
do so much more than was permitted, it is enough to 
say that Peru, sadly abased by San Martin, and 
almost won back to Spain, was rescued by the valour 
and wisdom of Bolivar, and that Chili, destined to 
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iiiture trouble through the bad action of its 
ktriots, was temporarily benefited by the suc- 
Irevolution which placed General Freire in the 
i Directorship. 

Cochrane had not been absent three months 

new Minister of Marine wrote to inform 

Freire's accession and to solicit his rptum. 

Ithis, however, he excused himself, on the 

) that he had now entered into engagements 

(razil which he was bound to fulfil, and that 

treatment by the Chilian Government dis- 

pd him from renewal of relations which had 

1 of annoyance to him. ** On my quitting 

3 said in his reply, " there was no looking 
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the congeniality which subsiBted between my own 
habita and the manners and cufitoms of the people, 
those few only excepted who were corrupted by 
contiguity with the court, or debased in their minds 
and practices by that species of Spanish colonial 
education which inculcates duplicily as the chief 
qualification of statesmen in all their dealings, both 
with individuals and the public. I now speak more 
particularly of the persons lately in power, excepting, 
however, the Supreme Director, whom I believe to 
have been the dupe of their deceit. Point out to me 
one engagement that has been honourably ftdfilled, 
one military enterprise of which the professed object 
has not been perverted, or one solemn pledge that 
has not been forfeited. Look at my representations 
on the necessities of the navy, and see how they 
were relieved. Look at my memorial, proposing to 
establish a nursery for seamen by encouraging the 
coasting trade, and compare its principles with the 
code of Eodriguez, which annihilated both. You 
will see in this, as in all other cases, that whatever I 
recommended, in regard to the promotion of the good 
of the marine, was set at nought, or opposed by 
measures directly the reverse. Look to the orders 
which I received, and see whether I had more liberty 
of action than a schoolboy in the execution of his 
task. Sir, that which I suffered from anxiety of 
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liiUt in the Chilian service, I will neyer again 

any consideration. To organize new 

I navigate ships destitute of sails, cordag^e, 

IB, and Ertoree, to secure them in port without 

I cables, except so far as I could supply 

ntials by accidental means, were difficulties 

tly harassing ; but to hve amongst officers 

I discontented and mutinous on account of 

If pay and other numerous privations, to be 

ftd to incur the responsibility of seizing by 

rm Peni funds for their payment, in order 

, worse consequences to Chih, and then to 

to the reproach of one party for such 

1 the suspicions of another tliat the sums 
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Chili proves alike conducive to yonr happinesa and 
to tiie interests of the State. For my own part, like 
yourself, I have Buffered so long and bo much that I 
could not bear the neglect and double-dealing of 
those in power any longer, but adopted other means 
of freeing myself from an unpleasant situation. 
Not being under thcwe imperious obligations which, 
as a native Chilian, rendered it incumbent on you 
to rescue your country from the mischiefs with which 
it was assailed, I could not accept your offer. My 
heart was with you in the measures you adopted for 
their removal ; and my hand was only restrained by 
a conviction that my interference, as a foreigner, in 
the internal affairs of the State would not only have 
been improper in itself^ but would have tended to 
shake that confidence in my undeviating rectitude 
which it was my ambition that the people of Chili 
should ever justly entertain. Permit me to add my 
opinion that, whoever may possess the supreme au- 
thority in Chili, until af^ the present generation, 
educated as it has been nnder the Spanish colonial 
yoke, shall have passed away, will have to contend 
with BO much error and so many prejudices as to be 
disappointed in his utmost endeavours to porsne 
steadily the course best calculated to promote the 
freedom and happiness of the people. I admire the 
middle and lower classes of Chili, but I have ever 
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ne senate, the num'sters, and tbe convent 

I by the narrowest policy, which led then 

worst measures. It is my earnest -n 

1 may find better men to co-operate with y 

I may be fortunate and may succeed in w 

e most at heart, the promotion of yi 

fs good." 

Ihe real welfare of Chili Lord Cochrane i 
eager ; but in tlie treatment which he hini 
Lced he had strong proof, both during 
Irs' active service under the republic and 
times, of the difficulties in the way of 
Iment. Not only was he subjected to 
Lly and neglect of which he complained in 
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was any compensation made for the value of stores 
captured and collected by the squadron, whereby its 
efficiency was chiefly maintained during the whole 
period of the Peruvian blockade. The Supreme 
Director of Chili, recognizing the justice of payment 
being made by the Peruvians for at least the value 
of the Esmeralda^ the capture of which inflicted the 
death-blow on Spanish power, sent me a bill on the 
Peruvian Grovemment for 120,000 dollars, which 
was dishonoured, and has never since been paid by 
any succeeding Grovemment. Even the 40,000 dollars 
stipulated by the authorities at Guayaquil as the 
penaliy for giving up the Venganza was never liqui- 
dated. No compensation for the severe wounds re- 
ceived during the capture of the Esmeralda was either 
offered or received. Shortly after my departure for 
Brazil, the Government forcibly and indefensibly 
resumed the estate at Rio Clara, which had been 
awarded to me and my family in perpetuity, as a 
remuneration for the capture of Valdivia, and my 
bailiff, who had been left upon it for its management 
and direction, was summarily ejected. Unhappily, 
this ingratitude for services rendered was the least 
misfortune which my devotednesfl to Chili brought 
upon me. On my return to England in 1825, after 
the termination of my services in Brazil, I found 
myself involved in litigation on account of the seizure 
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In 1808, King John VI. of Portugal, driven by 
Buonaparte from his European domioionB, took 
refuge in his great colonial possession of Bra2dl, and 
the result of his emigration was considerable enlarge- 
ment of the liberties of the Brazilians. Thereby the 
immense Portuguese colony in South America wag 
prevented from following in the revolutionary stepa 
of the numerous Spanish provinces adjoining it. In 
Brazil, however, during the ensuing years party 
&ction produced nearly as much turmoil as attended 
the struggle for independence in Chili and the other 
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ti colonies. Those Brazilians who were still 
Ay connected with the inhabitants of the 
■ country rallied under Portuguese leaders, 
d their utmost to maintain the Portuguese 
lacy over the colony. Quite as many, on the 
land, were eager to take advantage of the new 
if things as a means of couBohdating the 
n of Brazil, Plots and couuterplots, broils 
^urrections, lasted, almost without intermission, 
S21, wlien King John returned to Portugal, 
:^ his son, Bon Pedro, as lieutenant and regent, 
c with yet greater difficulties. The Cortes of 
ral, able to get back their king, desired also to 
back Brazil to all its former servitude. So 
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That was the state of affairs in the young empire 
of BrazU during the months in which Lord Cochrane, 
having destroyed the Spanish fleet in the Pacific, 
was being subjected to the worst ingratitude of his 
Chilian employers. Don Pedro and his advisers, hear- 
ing of this, lost no time in inviting him to enter the 
service of the Brazilian nation. Equal rank and 
position to those held by him under Chili were offered 
to him. " Abandonnez vous, milord," wrote the 
oflBcial who conveyed the Emperor's message, on the 
4th of November, 1822, "a la reconnaisance Br6- 
silienne, a la munificence du Prince, k la probite sans 
tache de Tactuel Gouvemement; on vous fera 
justice; on ne rabaissera d'lm seul point la haute 
consideration, rang, grade, caractere, et avantages 
qui vous sont dus." In yet stronger terms a second 
letter was written soon afterwards. " Venez, milord ; 
rhonneur vous invite ; la gloire vous appelle. Venez 
donner a nos armes na vales cet ordre merveilleux et 
discipline incomparable de puissante Albion." 

Lord Cochrane, as we have seen, accepted this 
invitation; not, however, without some misgivings, 
which, in the end, were fully justified. Having 
quitted Valparaiso on the 18th of January, 1823, he 
arrived at Rio de Janeiro on the 13th of March. He 
had not been there a week before he discovered that, 
while all classes were anxious to secure his aid, the 
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■}T Pedro I. stood almost alone in the desire to 

m honourably and in a way worthy of his cha- 

Band reputation. Vague promises were made to 

ut, when a statement of his position was asked 

writing, very diflFerent terms were employed. 

only 1o have the rank of a subordinate 

with pay of less amount than the Chilian 

that he had resigned. His employment was 

emporary and informal, subjecting him to the 

of dismissal at any moment. When, how- 

;senting these trickeries, he announced his 

n of proceeding at once to Europe, and 

e Greek service offered to him, a dif- 

was adopted. Under the Emperor's 
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attempts at independence by exposing whole pro- 
vinces to the evils of anarchy and confusion. Their 
loyalty also partook more of self-interest than of at- 
tachment to the supremacy of Portugal; for the 
commercial classes, which formed the real strength 
of the Portuguese faction, hoped, hy preserving the 
authority of the mother country in her distant pro- 
vinces, to obtain as their reward the revival of old 
trade monopolies which, twelve years before, had 
been thrown open, enabling the English traders — 
whom they cordially hated — to supersede them in 
their own markets. Being a citizen of the rival 
nation, their aversion to me personally was undis- 
guised — the more so, perhaps, that they beheved me 
capable of achieving at Bahia, whither the squadron 
was destined, that irreparable injury to their own 
cause which the imperial troops had been unable to 
effect. Had I, at the time, been aware of the in- 
fluence and latent power of the Portuguese party in 
the empire, nothing would have induced me to 
accept the command of the Brazilian navy; for to 
contend with faction is more dangerong than to 
engage an enemy, and a contest of intrigue is foreign 
to my nature and inclination." 

Having entered the Brazilian service, however. 
Lord Cochrane applied himself to his work with 
characteristic energy and success. He hoisted his 
<J2 



■ life of the earl of dundonald. 

l)oard the Pedro Primiero on tlie 2lBt of 
lid put to sea on the 3rd of April. His 
Iconsisted of the Pedro Primiero, a fine and 
linted ship, rated rather too highly for 
ur guns, commanded hy Captain Croabie; 
ranga, a fine frigate, entrusted to Captain 
I if tlie Maria de Gloria, a showy but corn- 
worthless clipper, mounting tliirty-two 
la, under Captain Beaurepaire ; of the 
nder Captain GarcaO. He was accompanied 
lid vessels, the Guarani and the Real, to be 
Ifireships. Two other ships of war, the 
, assigned to Captain Taylor, and the Caro- 
. behind to complete their equipment, 
these joined the squadron on its way 
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the Canceicao, of eight ; being one line-of-battle ship, 
five frigates, five corvettes, a brig, and a schooner* 
Lord Cochrane did not venture with his small and 
as yet untried force to attack the whole squadron, 
but he proceeded to cut off" the four rearmost ships. 
This he did with the Pedro Primiero^ but, to his 
disgust, the other vessels, heedless of his orders, failed 
to follow him. " Had the rest of the Brazilian 
squadron," he said, ** come down in obedience to sig- 
nals, the ships cut off might have been taken or 
dismantled, as with the flag-ship I could have kept 
the others at bay, and no doubt have crippled all in a 
position to render them assistance. To my astonish- 
ment, the signals were disregarded, and no efforts 
were made to second my operations." The Pedro 
Primiero, after fighting alone for some time, and 
during that time even doing but little mischief, by 
reason of the clumsy way in which her guns were 
handled, had to be withdrawn. 

At that failure Lord Cochrane was reasonably 
chagrined. Worse than the fact that the Portuguese 
had escaped uninjured for this once, was the know- 
ledge that he could not hope thoroughly to punish 
them without first effecting great reform in the mate- 
rials at his disposal. On the 5th of May he wrote to 
the Qo,.mJLt to compUin of the ieerable <»n. 
dition of the ships and crem provided for him by 
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tilian Government. " From the defective 

manning of the Bquadron," he Baid, " it 

I me that the Pedro Primiero is the only one 

assail an enemy's ship-of-war, or act in the 

I BTiperior force so as not to compromise the 

pf the empire and the character of the officers 

ling. Even this ship, in common with the rest, 

Iqnipped as to be much Jess efficient than she 

i would be. Our cartridges are all unfit for 

Ind I have been obliged to cut up every flag 

Ign that could be spared to render them 

, so as to prevent the men's arms being 

whilst working the guns. The guns are 

ks. The bed of the mortar which I received 

I this ship was crushed on the first fire, being 
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the exception of officers of known character, would 
prove prejudicial to the expedition, and yesterday we 
had clear proof of the fact. The Portuguese stationed 
in the magazine actually withheld the powder whilst 
this ship was in the midst of the enemy, and I have 
since learnt that they did so from feelings of attach- 
ment to their own countrymen. I enclose two letters, 
one from the officer commanding the Real, whose 
crew were on the point of carrying that vessel into 
the enemy's squadron for the purpose of delivering 
her up. I have also reason to believe that the conduct 
of the Liberal yesterday in not bearing down upon 
the enemy, and not complying with the signal which 
I had made to break the line, was owing to her being 
manned by Portuguese. The Maria de Gloria also 
has a great number of Portuguese, which is the more 
to be regretted as otherwise her superior sailing, 
with the zeal and activity of her captain, would 
render her an effective vessel. To disclose to you 
the truth, it appears to me that one half of the 
squadron is necessary to watch over the other half. 
Assuredly this is a system which ought to be put an 
end to without delay." 

Other indignant complaints of that sort, which 
need not here be repeated, were reasonably made by 
Lord Cochrane. The bad equipment of his s^adron, 
both in men and in material, had hindered him, at 
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iTrom achieving a brilliant success over the 
Kd though his subsequent achievements were 
Bassed brilliance, he was to the end seriously 
I by the wilful and accidental misraanage- 
lis employers. 
lochrane lost no time, however, in correcting 

1 prudent action the evil efifecta of this mis- 

■ent. Not chocdng to run the risk of a 

liilure, and believing that two good ships 

more serviceable than any number of bad 

x)ok his squadron to the Moro San Paulo, 

I transferred all the best men and the most 
lie fittings to the flag-ship and the Maria de 

There he left the other vessels to be im- 
far as possible, directing that instruction 
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the Maria de Gloria to overlook the port, and then 
the Portuguese fleet ventured out for a few days. It 
dared not show fight, however, and was driven back 
by the flag-ship, which returned on the 2nd of June. 
**0n the 11th of June," said Lord Cochrane, " infor- 
mation was received that the enemy was seriously 
thinking of evacuating the port before the fireships 
were completed. I therefore ordered the Maria de 
Gloria to water and re-victual for three months, so as 
to be in readiness for anything which might occur, 
as, in case the rumour proved correct, our operations 
might take a different turn to those previously in- 
tended. The Piranga was also directed to have 
everything in readiness for weighing immediately on 
the flag-ship appearing off* the Moro and making 
signals to that effect. The whole squadron was at 
the same time ordered to re- victual, and to place its 
Biu^plus articles in a large shed constructed of trees 
and branches felled in the neighbourhood of the Moro. 
Whilst the other ships were thus engaged, I deter- 
mined to increase the panic of the enemy with the 
flag-ship alone. The position of their fleet was about 
nine miles up the bay, under shelter of fortifications, 
so that an attack by day would have been more 
perilous than prudent. Nevertheless, it appeared 
practicable to pay them a hostile visit on the first 
dark nighty when, if we were unable to effect any 
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lischief, it would at least be possible to aecer- 
Ir exact position, and to judge what could Ire 
fched when the fireships were brought to bear 
Im. 

Irdingly," the narrative proceeds, " having 
lie day carefiilly taken bearings at the mouth 
Iver, on the night of the 12th of June, I 
■n making the attempt, which might possibly 
Ithe destruction of part of tlie enemy's fleet, 
luence of the confused manner in which the 
■■e anchored. As soon as it became dark 
Beded up the river ; but, unfortunately, when 
I within hail of the outermost ship, the wind 
, the tide soon after turning, our plan of 
- rendered abortive. Determined, however, 
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modest description would imply ; and, though the 
bold hope that it might be possible for a single 
invading ship to conquer the whole Portuguese 
squadron in its moorings was not realized, the eflFect 
was all that could be desired. The Portuguese 
Admiral and his chief officers were at a ball in Bahia 
while Lord Cochrane was quietly sailing round and 
amongst their squadron, and the report of this achieve- 
ment was brought to them in the midst of their fes- 
tivities. " What !" exclaimed the Admiral, " Lord 
Cochrane's line-of-battle ship in the very midst of 
our fleet ! Impossible ! No large ship can have come 
up in the dark." When it was known that the thing 
had really been done, and that the construction of fire- 
ships at the Moro San Paulo was being rapidly pro- 
ceeded with, the Portuguese authorities, both naval 
and military^ considered that it would be no longer 
safe to remain in Bahia Harbour. They were seriously 
inconvenienced, moreover, by the success with which 
Lord Cochrane had blockaded the port and all its 
approaches. ** The means of subsistence fail us, and 
we cannot secure the entrance of any provisions," 
said the Commander-in-Chief, in the proclamation 
intimating that the so-called defenders of the pro- 
vince were thinking of abandoning their post. This 
they did after a fortnight's consideration. On the 
2nd of July the whole squadron of thirteen war- 
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vessels and about seventy merchantmen and trans- 
ports, filled with a large body of troops, evacuated 
the port. 

That was a movement with which Lord Cochrane 
was well pleased. He had been in doubt as to the 
prudence of leading his small fleet into a desperate 
action in the harbour, by which the inexperience of 
his crews might ruin everything, and which might 
have to be followed by fighting on land. But now 
that the Portuguese, both soldiers and sailors, were 
in the open sea, he could give them chase without 
much risk, as, in the event of their turning round 
upon him with more valour than he gave them credit 
for, the worst that could happen would be his forced 
abandonment of the pursuit. The valour was not 
shown. No sooner were the Portuguese out of port, 
with their sails set for Maranham, where they hoped 
to join other ships and troops, and so augment their 
strength, than Lord Cochrane proceeded to follow 
them and dog their progress. 

His scheme was a bold one, but as successful as it 
was bold. Attended first by the Maria de Gloria 
alone, and afterwards by the Carolina^ the Nitherohyy 
and a small merchant brig, the Colonel AUerij in 
which he had placed a few guns, he pursued and 
harassed the cumbrous crowd of Portuguese war- 
ships, troop-ships, and trading vessels, about eighty 
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in all, through fourteen days. The chase, indeed, 
was practically conducted by his flagnship, the Pedro 
Primiero, alone. The other vessels were ordered to 
look out for any of the enemy's fleet that lagged 
behind or were borne away from the main body of 
the fugitives, either to the right hand or to the left. 
Of these there were plenty, and none were allowed 
to escape. The pursuers had easy work in prize- 
taking. '* I have the honour to inform you," wrote 
Lord Cochrane in a concise despatch to the Brazilian 
Minister of Marine, on the 7th of July, " that half 
the enemy's army, their colours, cannon, ammunition, 
stores, and baggage have been taken. We are still 
in pursuit, and shall endeavour to intercept the 
remainder of the troops, and shall then look after 
the ships of war, which would have been my first 
object but that, in pursuing this course, the military 
would have escaped to occasion further hostilities 
against the Brazilian empire." 

Most of his prizes and prisoners Lord Cochrane 
sent into Pernambuco, the port then nearest to him, 
and he despatched two officers to hold Bahia for 
BrazU. With his flag-ship he continued his pursuit 
of the enemy, losing them once during a fog, and, 
when he found them, being prevented from doing all 
the mischief which he hoped, as a calm enabled them 
to keep close together and present a front too for* 
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Lord Cochrane's plan had for its object nothing less 
than the annexation of the whole province single- 
handed and without a blow. With this intent, he 
entered the Eiver Maranham, which served as a har- 
bour to the port of the same name, on the 26th of 
July, with Portuguese colours flying from the mast 
of the Pedro Primiero. The authorities, deceived 
thereby, promptly sent a messenger with despatches 
and congratulations on the safe arrival of what was 
supposed to be a valuable reinforcement from Por- 
tugal. The messenger was soon undeceived, but 
Lord Cochrane at once made him the agent of a 
much more elaborate and altogether justifiable decep- 
tion. Announcing to him that the swift sailing of 
the P^ro Primiero had brought her first to Maran- 
ham, but that she was being followed by a formidable 
squadron, intended for the invasion of the province, 
he sent him back with letters to the same effect, 
addressed to the Portuguese commandant and to the 
local Junta of Maranham. ^^ The naval and military 
forces under my command," he wrote to the former, 
^^ leave me no room to doubt the success of the 
enterprise in which I am about to engage, in order to 
free the province of Maranham from foreign domi- 
nation, and to allow the people free choice of govern- 
ment. Of the flight of the Portuguese naval and 
military forces from Bahia you are aware. I have 
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inform you of the capture of two-thirds of the 

its and troops, with ail their stores and ammu- 

I I am anxious not to let loose the imperial 

If Bahia upon Maranhara, exasperated as tbey 

[lie injuries and cruelties exercised towards 

l-(?8 and their countrymen, as well as by the 

I of the people and churches of Bahia. It is 

I to decide whether the inhabitants of these 

i shall be further exasperated by resistance, 

Lpears to me unavailing, and alike prejudicial 

est interests of Portugal and Brazil." " The 

■ his Imperial Majesty," he said to the Junta, 

freed the city and province of Bahia from 

i of independence, I now hasten — in con- 

ithe will of his Majesty that the beautiful 
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effect. On the following day, the 27th of July, after 
a conditional offer of capitulation had been rejected, 
the members'of the Junta, the Bishop of Maranham, 
and other leading persons, went on board the Pedro 
Primiero to tender their submission to the Emperor 
of Brazil. The city and forts were surrendered with- 
out reserve, and in less than twenty-four hours from 
Lord CJochrane's first appearance in the river the 
flag of Portugal 'was replaced by that of Brazil. A 
great province had been added to the dominions of 
Pedro I. without^ bloodshed, and with no more ex- 
penditure of ammunition^* than was needed for the 
volleys discharged in honour of the triumph. 

The liberation'^ of Maranham was publicly cele- 
brated on the 28th of July, and on the following day 
the Portuguese troops embarked for Europe, special 
concessions being made to them by Lord Cochrane, 
who deemed it well that they should be out of the 
way before the device by which he had outwitted 
them was made known. No resentment was to be 
expected from the civilians, as even those most 
hearty in their adherence to the Portuguese faction 
in Brazil would not dare to offer direct opposition to 
the sentiments of the majority. But Lord Cochrane 
wisely set himself to conciliate all. " To the inha>- 
bitants of the city," he said, " I was careful to accord 
complete liberty, claiming in return that perfect 
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iuM bo preserved and property of all kiods 

The delight of the people was unbounded 

Ifret-d from a tt-rrible system of exaction and 

Biieiit whicli, when I entered the river, was 

Iricd on witli unrelenting; rigour by tbe Por- 

Itiitliorities towards all suspected of a leaning 

Iqierinl Government. Instead of retaliating, 

I have been gratifying to those so recently 

under oppression, I directed oatbs to tbe 

1 to be administered, not to Brazilians only, 

Ito all Portuguese who chose to remain and 

I to the new order of things; a privilege of 

lany influential persons of that nation availed 



I the capture of Maranham alone, however. 
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all the hardships which they had hitherto en- 
dured. 

On the 20th of September, having heard that 
Captain Grenfell had entirely succeeded in his de- 
signs on Para, he started for Eio de Janeiro, and 

■ 

there he arrived on the 9th of November. " I im- 
mediately forwarded to the Minister of Marine,'* he 
said, " a recapitulation of all transactions since my 
departure seven months before ; namely, — the evacu- 
ation of Bahia by the Portuguese in consequence of 
our nocturnal visit, connected with the dread of my 
reputed skill in the use of fireships, arising from the 
affair of Basque Roads; the pursuit of their fleet 
beyond the Equator, and the dispersion of its convoy ;. 
the capture and disabling of the transports filled with 
troops intended to maintain Portuguese domination 
on Maranham and Para; the device adopted to 
obtain the surrender, to the Pedro Primiero alone, 
of the enemy's naval and military forces at Maran- 
ham ; the capitulation of Para, with the ships of war, 
to my summons sent by Captain Grenfell ; the deli- 
verance of the Brazilian patriots whom the Portu- 
guese had imprisoned ; the declaration of independ- 
ence by the intermediate provinces thus liberated, 
and their union with the empire ; the appointment of 
provisional governments; the embarkation and de- 
parture of every Portuguese soldier from Brazil ; and 

r2 
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Iisiasm with which all my measures — though 
iisc'd aud therefore extra-official — had been 
I by the people of the northern provinces, 
■i relieved from tho dread of further oppre*- 
, everywhere acknowledged and proclaimed 
Ity as conBtitutional Emperor." 
fJochrane'a nervices had, indeed, been, many 
' unauthorised and therefore extra-official." 
ipeen sent out merely to recover Bahia ; but, 
iii)ing that, he had gained for Brazil other 
5 more than half as large as Europe. For 
iever, nothing but gratitude could be shown, 
fjratitude was, for the time at any rate, un- 
the very day of the Pedro Primiero'a 
nperor went on board to offer his thanks 
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also bestowed upon Lord Cochrane, and on the 19 th of 
December he was made a Privy Councillor of Brazil, 
the highest honour which it was in the Emperor's 
power to grant. On the same day he also received 
from the Emperor a charter confirming his rank and 
emoluments as First Admiral of Brazil, " seeing how 
advantageous it would be for the interests of this 
empire to avail itself of the skill of so valuable an 
oflScer," and in recognition of " the valour, intelli- 
gence, and activity by which he had distinguished 
himself in the diflFerent services with which he had 
been entrusted." 
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efficient by his own ingenuity, unaided by the Go- 
vernment, and with scant addition to his resources 
from the numerous captures made by him. In excess 
of his instructions, and with nothing but cheap com- 
pliments and cheaper promises to encourage him, he 
had acquired Maranham and Park, and all the pro- 
vinces dependent upon them, as well as Bahia. Be- 
lying on the honour of his employers, he had pledged 
his own honour, that on their returning to Eio de 
Janeiro, his crews, who were clamouring for some 
part, at any rate, of the wages due to them, should 
be fully recompensed, and he had the reasonable 
expectation, that, out of the abundant wealth that he 
had gained for Brazil, he himself should receive his 
lawful share of the prize-money gained by his ex- 
ertions. Instead of that he and his subordinates, 
both officers and men, were subjected to an un- 
paralleled course of meanness, trickery, and fraud. 

This partly resulted from an unfortunate change 
in the Government that had occurred diu-ing his 
absence. When he left Rio de Janeiro, Pedro I/s 
chief secretary of state had been Don Jose Bonifacio 
de Andrada y Silva, a wise and patriotic Brazilian. 
The Emperor and his minister had all along been 
seriously crippled in fulfilment of their good pur- 
poses by subordinates of the Portuguese faction, who 
persistently twisted their instructions, when they did 
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I in direct opposition to those instructions, so 
promote their orni and their countrymen's 
land unpatriotic objects; but tliere had been 

t the zeal of Pedro and Jose de Andrada 
pvercome these evil devices, and secure the 

consolidation of the empii'e. When Lord 

be returned, however, he found that the 

I minister had been deposed, that his party 

ousted, and that the Emperor was sur- 

by bad counsellors, who, xmable to pervert 
bment, were strong enough to restrain its 
land who were robbing bim, one by one, of 
fcoustitutional functions, and doing their best 
azil into a state of anarchy, with a view 

tstablishment of Portuguese authority in its 



BRAZ1LLA.N FACTIONS. 249 

position with which your Majesty has been pleased 
to honour me," he said, " could only have been over- 
come by an irresistible desire, under existing circum- 
stances, to contribute to the service of your Majesty, 
and the empire. The conduct of the late Legislative 
Assembly, which sought to derogate from the dignity 
and prerogatives of your Majesty, even presuming to 
require you to divest yourself of your crovni in their 
presence — which deprived you of your Council of State 
and denied you a voice in the enactment of laws and 
the formation of the constitution — and which dared to 
object to your exercising the only remaining function 
of royalty, that of rewarding services and conferring 
honours — could no longer be tolerated; and the 
justice and wisdom- of your Imperial Majesty in dis- 
solving such an assembly will be duly appreciated by 
discerning men, and by those whose love of good 
order and their country supersedes their ambition or 
personal interests. There are, however, individuals 
who will wickedly take advantage of the late pro- 
ceedings to kindle the flames of discord, and throw 
the empire into anarchy and confusion, unless timely 
prevented by the wisdom and energy of your Im- 
perial Majesty. The declaration that you will give 
to yoiur people a practical constitution, more fire© 
even than that which the late Assembly professed an 
intention to estabUsh, cannolr-oonsidering the spirit 
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w pervades Soutli America — have the effect 

liiy impeDdiug evils, uuless your Imperial 

|ball be pleased to dissipate all doubts by at 

ng — before the news of the recent events 

;persed throughout the provinces, and before 

tntented members of the late congress can 

their constituents — what is the precise 

f that constitution which your Imperial 

uteuds to bestow. As no monarch is more 

■ more truly powerful than the limited 

of England, surrounded by a free peo]>Ie, 

by that industry which the security of 

by means of just laws never fails to create, 

humbly and respectfully to suggest, that 

ity were to decree that the English con- 
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trust from the public mind by removing from 
your person for a time, and finding employment 
on honourable missions abroad for, those Portuguese 
individuals of whom the Brazilians are jealous, the 
purity of your Majesty's motives would be secured 
from the possibility of misrepresentation, the factions 
which disturb the country would be silenced or 
converted, and the feelings of the world, especially 
those of England and North America, would be 
interested in promoting the glory, happiness, and 
prosperity of your Imperial Majesty." 

That advice, in the main adopted by the Emperor, 
led to a reconstruction of the Brazilian Constitution 
in its present shape, and so added another to the 
many great benefits which Brazil owes to Lord 
Cocla-ane. But the whole, * and especially the last 
part of it, being directly at variance with the plans 

and interests of the Portuguese faction, it won for 
him much hatred and many personal troubles. 

" That I, a foreigner, having nothing to do with 

national politics," he said, " should have coimsellcd 

his Majesty to j^banish those who opposed him, was 

not to be borne, and the resentment caused by my 

recent services was increased to bitter enmity for 

meddling in affairs which, it was considered, did 

not concern me ; though I could have had no other 

object than the good of the empire by the establish- 
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constitution which should give it stability 
limatioij of European states." 
uently, iu return for the great services he 
;rred to Brazil, lie received, as had been the 
hih, Httlc but insidt and injury, the course 
d injury being hardly stayed even during 
in which he was needed to engage in 
irvices. The Emperor honestly tried to be 
but he could not rid himself of the Por- 
faction, generally dominant in Eitizil, and 
ly intentions were thwarted in every pos- 
AVith difficulty could he secure for Lord 
tlie confirmation of his patent as First Ad- 
|ich has been already referred to. No g^eat 
made to his conferment of the empty 
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which he and his subordinates were exposed. Part 
of that ill-usage will be best and most briefly indi- 
cated by citing a portion of an eloquent memorial 
which Lord Cochrane addressed to the Imperial 
Government on the 30th of January, 1825, 

The memorial began by enumerating the achieve- 
ments of the fleet at Bahia, Marauham, Park, and 
elsewhere. *'The imperial squadron," it proceeds, 
** made sail for Rio de Janeiro, in the full expecta- 
tion of reaping a reward for their labours ; not only 
because they had been mainly instrumental in rescuing 
from the hands of the Portuguese, and adding to the 
imperial dominion, one half of the empire ; but also 
because their hopes seemed to be firmly grounded, in- 
dependently of such services, on the capture of up- 
wards of one hundred transports and merchant 
vessels, exclusive of ships of war, all of which, they 
had a just right to expect, would, under the existing 
laws, be adjudged to the captors. The whole of them 
were seized under Portuguese colours, with Portu- 
guese registers, manned by Portuguese seamen, 
having on board Portuguese troops and ammunition 
or Portuguese produce and manufacture. On 
arriving at Rio de Janeiro, there was no feeling but 
one of satisfaction among the officers and seamen, 
and the Brazilian marine might from that moment, 
without the expense of one milrei to the nation, have 
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iJly raised to a state of efficiency and disei- 

licli had not yet been attained in any marine 

I America, and which the navies of Portugal 

In do not possess. It could not, however, be 

realed from the knowledge of the squadron 

Itical or other reasons had prevented any 

ligs being had in the adjudication of their 

Ind the extraordinary declaration that was 

I the Tribunal of Prizes, — ' that tliey were 

! that hostihties existed between Brazil and 

-led to an inquiry of whom that tribunal 

ised. All surprise at so extraordinary a 

then ceased ; but other sentiments injii- 

I imperial service, arose, — those of indig- 

id disQ-ust that the jiowcr of witldioldir 
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the prizes taken was eventually paid under the 
denomination of a * grant of the droits of the Crown/ 
But when this decree of his Imperial Majesty was 
promulgated, the tribunal altered their course of pro- 
ceeding, and, instead of condemning to the Crown, 
did, in almost every remaining instance, pronounce 
tlie acquittal of the vessels captured, and adjudged 
them to be given up to pretended Brazilian owners, 
notwithstanding that Brazilian property embarked in 
enemy's vessels was, by the law, declared to be for- 
feited ; and that, too, with such indecent precipitancy 
that, in cases where the hull only had been claimed, 
the cargo also was decreed to be given up to the 
claimants of the hull, without any part of it having, 
at any time, been even pretended to be their property. 
Other ships arid cargoes were given up without any 
form of trial, and without any intimation whatever 
to the captors and their agents ; and, in most cases, 
costs and quadruple damages were unjustly decreed 
against the captors, to the amount of 300,000 
milreis. That the prizes of which the captors were 
thus fraudulently deprived, chiefly under the unlawful 
and false pretence of their belonging to Brazilians, 
were really the property of Portuguese and well 
known so to be by the said tribunal, has since been 
fully demonstrated by the arrival in Lisbon of the 
whole of the vessels liberated by their decisions. 
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Itlie charge of a Bystem of wilful injustice, 
ll)t by tlie eqiiadron against the Portuguese 
iial of Prizes at Rio de Janeiro, is established 
Id the possibility of contradiction." 
pas only au aggravation of that injustice that, 
I Lord Cochrane claimed the prompt and equit- 
Idjudication of the prizes, an attempt was made 
Bnce him on the 24th of November by a message 
Ithe Minister of Marine, to the effect that the 
nor would do everything in his power for him 
ally. "His Majesty," answered Lord Cochrane, 
klready conferred honours upon me quite equal 
I merits, and the greatest personal favour he caa 
1 to urge on the speedy adjudication of the 
> that the olHcers and seamen may reap the 
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all sorts of ways insulted by the ministry, the head of 
which was now Severiano da Costa. A new ship, 
the Atalanta^ was on the 27th of December, without 
reference to him, ordered for service at Monte Video. 
He was on the same day publicly described as 
" Commander of the Naval Forces in the Port of Eio 
de Janeiro,*' being thus placed on a level with other 
officers in the service of which, by the Emperor's 
patent, he was First Admiral, and no notice was 
taken of his protest against that insult. On the 24th 
of February he was gazetted as " Commander-in- 
Chief of all the Naval Forces of the Empire during the 
present war," by which his functions, though not 
now limited in extent, were limited in time. At 
length, reasonably indignant at these and other viola- 
tions of the contract made with him, he oflfered to 
resign his command altogether. " If I thought that 
the course pursued towards me was dictated by his 
Imperial Majesty," he wrote to the Minister of 
Marine on the 20th of March, " it would be impossible 
for me to remain an hour longer in his service, and I 
should feel it my duly, at the earliest possible moment, 
to lay my commission at his feet. If I have not 
done so before, from the treatment which, in common 
with the navy, I have experienced, it has been solely 
from an anxious desire to promote his Majesty's real 
interests. Indeed, to struggle against prejudices, and 
VOL. I. 8 
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same time against those in power whose pre- 

Isions are at variance witji the interests of his 

h.y and the tranquillity and independence of 

, is a task to which I am by no means equal. I 

lerefore, perfectly willing to resign the situation 

, rather than contend against difficulties which 

r to me insurmountable."* 

Lt letter was answered with complimentary 

pe, and Lord Cochrane was induced to continue 

employment from which he could 'not be 

; but there ivas no diminution of the iil-treat- 

I to which he was subjected. One special 

lity was attended by acme amusing incidents. 

3rd of June, while lie was residing on shore, 

1 search his llatj-sliip, on the pretext 
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parations had been made by the ministers to board 
the flag-ship, which was to be thoroughly overhauled 
whilst I was detained on shore, and all the money 
found taken possession of. Thanking my fidend for 
her timely warning, I clambered over my garden 
fence, as the only practicable way to the stables, 
selected a horse, and, notwithstanding the lateness of 
the hour, proceeded to San Christoval, the country 
palace of the Emperor, where, on my arrival, I 
demanded to see his Majesty. The request being 
refused by the gentleman in waiting, in such a way 
as to confirm the statement of Madame Bonpland, I 
dared him at his peril to refuse me admission, adding 
that the matter on which I had come was fraught 
with gi»ye consequenceB to his Majesty and the 
empire. • B< «id he, • hie Majee^ h- retired to 
bed long ago/ * No matter,* I replied ; * in bed or 
not in bed, I demand to see him, in virtue of my 
privilege of access to him at all times, and, if you 
refuse to concede permission, look to the consequences/ 
His Majesty was not, however, asleep, and, the royal 
chamber being close at hand, he recognized my voice 
in the altercation with the attendant. Hastily coming 
out of his apartments, he asked what could have 
brought me there at that time of night. My reply 
was that, understanding that the troops ordered for 
review were destined to proceed to the flag-ship in 
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f supposed treafnire, I had come to request 
lijesty immediately to appoint confideutial 
i to accompany me on board, wlien the keys of 
Iclieet in the ship should be placed in their 
land every place thrown open to inspection, 
It, if any of his anti-BraziUan administration 
lid to board the ship in perpetration of the con- 
led insult, they would certainly be regarded as 
land treated as such ; adding at the Game time, 
Id upon it, they are not more my enemies than 
Imies of your Majesty and the empire, and an 
pn BO unwarrantable the officers and crew are 
|to resist.' 'Well,' replied his Majesty, 'you 
apprised of everything; but the plot is 
, being, as far as I am concerned, convinced 
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the palace to inquire after the royal health, and 
ordering my carriage, I also proceeded to the palace, 
lest my absence might seem singular. On my 
entering the room, — where the Emperor was in the 
act of explaining the nature of his disease to the 
anxious inquirers, — ^his Majesty burst into a fit of 
uncontrollable laughter, in which I as heartily joined, 
the bystanders evidently, from the gravity of their 
countenances, considering that we had both taken 
leave of our senses. The ministers looked astounded, 
but said nothing. His Majesty kept his secret, and I 
was silent." 

That anecdote fairly illustrates the treatment 
adopted towards Lord Cochrane, and the straits to 
which the Emperor was reduced in his eflForts to 
protect him from his enemies in power. The ill- 
treatment both of himself and of the whole fleet con- 
tinuing, he addressed an indignant protest to his 
Majesty in July. " The time has at length arrived," 
he there said, " when it is impossible to doubt that 
the influence which the Portuguese faction has so long 
exerted, with the view of depriviug the oflScers and 
seamen of their stipulated rights, has succeeded in its 
object, and has even prevailed against the expressed 
wishes and intentions of your Majesty. The deter- 
mined perseverance in a course so opposed to justice 
must come to an end. The general discontent which 
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IIb in the squadron has rendered the situation 

t I am placed one of the most embarrassing' 

btion ; for, though a few may he aware that 

1 cause of complaint is equal to theirs, many 

I perceive the consistency of my patient con- 

3 in the service with disapprobation of the 

(B pursued. Even the honours which your 

has been pleased to bestow upon me are 

, by most of the officers, and by the whole 

men, who know not the assiduity with which 

I persevered in earnest but unavailing remon- 

i bribe by which I have been induced to 

In their interests. Much, therefore, as I prize 

lionours, as the gracious gift of your Imperial 

;till dearer estimation i 
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invitation, were I to do nothing more than convince 
them that I had been deceived. It is incumbent on 
me to make every eflfort to obtain for them the ful- 
filment of engagements for which I made myself 
responsible. As far as I am personally concerned, I 
could be content to quit the service of your Imperial 
Majesty, either with or without the expectation of ob- 
taining (Compensation at a future period. After eflfec- 
tually fighting the battles of freedom and independence 
on both sides of South America, and clearing the two 
seas of every vessel of war, I could submit to return 
to my native country unrewarded; but I cannot 
submit to adopt any course which shall not redeem 
my pledge to my brother oflficers and seamen." 

That and other arguments contained in the same 
letter, aided by inducements of a different sort, to be 
presently referred to, had partial effect. A small 
portion of the prize-money and wages due to the 
squadron was issued, and Lord Cochrane remained 
for another year in the service of Brazil. His weary 
waiting-time at Rio de Janeiro, however, extending 
over nearly nine months, was almost at an end. On 
the 2nd of August he left it, never to return. 

While the ingratitude shown to him in Brazil was 
at its worst it is interesting to notice that a few, at 
any rate, of his own countrymen were remembering 
his past troubles and his present worth. On the 
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I June, Sir James Mackintosh, in one of the 

Bieectiea in the Bntish House of Commons in 

nobly advocated the recognition of the 

Idence of the South American states, both as 

Bcal duty and as a necessary measure in the 

1 of commerce, made a graceful allusion to 

cliraTie. " I know," he said, " that I am here 

I a topic of great delicacy; but I must 

It commerce has been gallantly protected by 

Itraordinary man wlio was once a British 

once filled a distinguished post in the 

navy at the brightest period of its annals. I 

circumstance with stru^ling and 

I emotions — emotions of pride that the indi- 

t speak of is a Briton, emotions of regret that 
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wishing that such a man were again amongst us ? I 
hope I shall be excused for saying thus much ; but I 
cannot avoid fervently wishing that such advice may 
be given to the Crown by his Majesty's constitutional 
advisers as will induce his Majesty graciously to 
restore Lord Cochrane to the country which he so 
warmly loves, and to that noble service to the glory 
of which, I am convinced, he willingly would sacri- 
fice every earthly consideration." 
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the trouble was aggravated by the fierce opposition 
which was in many cases offered to them. Before 
the end of 1823 information arrived that an insur- 
rection, having for its object the establishment in the 
northern provinces of a government distinct from 
both Brazil and Portugal, had broken out in Per- 
nambuco, and nearly every week brought fresh intel- 
ligence of the spread of this insurrection and of the 
troubles induced by it. The Emperor Pedro I. was 
eager to send thither the squadron imder Lord 
Cochrane, and so to win back the allegiance of the 
inhabitants ; and for this Lord Cochrane was no less 
eager. To the Portuguese partizans, however, whose 
great effort was to weaken the resources of the 
empire, the news of the insurrection was welcome ; 
and perhaps their strongest inducement to the _long 
course of injustice detailed in the last chapter was 
the knowledge that by so doing they were most suc- 
cessfully preventing the despatch of an armament 
strong enough to restore order in the northern 
provinces. Herein they prospered. For more than 
six months the Emperor was prevented from sup- 
pressing the insurrection, which all through that 
time was extending and becoming more and more 
formidable. Not till July was anything done to 
satisfy the claims of the seamen for payment of their 
prize-money and the arrears of wages due to them, 
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lit wliich they refused to return to their work 
I'lidLi- possible the equipment and despatch of 
Itiadron ; and even then only 200,000 milreis — 
Ian a tenth of the prize-money that was owing — 
granted as an instalment of the payment to be 

J them. 
Ih that money, however, Lord Cochrane, using 
reat persona! influence with the oflScers and 
I induced them to rejoin the fleet. The funds 
placed in his hands on the 12th of July, 1824, 
nuitably disbursed by him during the following 
weeks. On the 2nd of August he set sail in 
} Primiero from Rio de Janeiro, attended 
Maranham and three transports containing 
ndred soldiers. 
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the ability to execute their schemes; pointing out, 
moreover, that persistence in revolt would involve 
both the town and its rulers in one common ruin, for, 
if forced to the necessity of bombardment, I would 
reduce the port and city to insignificance. On the 
other hand, I assured them that, if they retraced 
their steps and rallied round the imperial throne, 
thus aiding to protect it from foreign influence, it 
would be more gratifying to me to act the part of a 
mediator, and to restore Pernambuco to peace, pros- 
perity, and happiness, than to carry out the work 
of destruction which would be my only remaining 
alternative. In another proclamation I called the 
attention of the inhabitants to the distracted state 
of the Spanish republics on the other side of the 
continent, asking whether it would be wise to risk 
the benefits of orderly government for social and 
political confusion, and entreating them not to com- 
pel me to proceed to extremities, as it would become 
my duty to destroy their shipping and block up their 
port, unless, within eight days, the integrity of the 
empire were acknowledged." 

While waiting to see the result of those proclama- 
tions Lord Cochrane received a message from Carvalho, 
offering him immediate payment of 400,000 milreis if 
he would abandon the imperial cause and go over to 
the republicans. "Frankness is the distinguishing 
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Ir of free men," wrote Carvalho, " but your es- 
[ has not found it in your conneetion with the 

ll Government. Tour not having been rewarded 

Ifirst expedition afibrda a justifiable inference 

will get notliing for the second." That nuda- 

josal, it need hardly be said, was indignantly 

I by Lord Cochrane. " If I shall have an op- 

of becoming personally known to your 

ley," he wrote, " I can afford you proof that the 
I you have formed of me has had its origin 

Imisrepresentations of those in power, whose 

Is I was incapable of serving." 

Ihreats and promises of Lord Coclirane'a pro- 
pn did not lead to the peaceable surrender 
liambuco, and at the end of the eight days' 
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ance of the blockading vessels, made an easy capture 
of it. 

There was plenty of other work, however, to be 
done. All the northern provinces were disaflfected, 
if not in actual revolt, and, in compliance with the 
Emperor's directions, Lord Cochrane proceeded to 
visit their ports and reduce them to order. Some 
other ships having arrived from Rio de Janeiro, he 
selected the Piranga and two smaller vessels for ser- 
vice with the flag-ship, leaving the others at the dis- 
posal of General Lima, and sailed from Pernambuco 
on the 10th of October. 

He reached Ceara on the 18th, and then, by his 
mere presence, compelled the insurgents, who had 
seized the city, to retire, and enabled the well-disposed 
inhabitants to organize a vigorous scheme of self- 
protection. 

A harder task awaited him at Maranham, at which 
he arrived on the 9 th of November. There the 
utmost confusion prevailed. The Portuguese faction 
had the supremacy, and there were special causes of 
animosity and misconduct among the members of the 
opposite party of native Brazilians. 

" In Maranham," said Lord Cochrane, " as in the 
other northern provinces of the empire, there had 
been no amelioration whatever in the condition of 
the people, and, without such amelioration, it was 



sima^ 
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I to place reliance on the hyperbolical profea- 

If devotion to the Emperor which were now 

ntly avowed by those who, before ray arrival, 

fen ibremoBt in promoting and cherishing dia- 

. The condition of the province, and indeed 

i provinces, was in no way better than they 

1 under the dominion of Portugal, though 

•esented one of the 6nest Belda imaginable for 

lement. All the old colonial imports and 

I remained without alteration ; the manifold 

pees to commerce and agriculture still existed ; 

litrary power was everywhere exercised uncon- 

I that, in place of being benefited by eman- 

from the Portuguese yoke, the condition of 

t mass of tlie population was literally worse 
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do. Unable to break down the cabals and intrigues, 
the mutual jealousies and the unworthy ambitions 
that had prevailed previous to his arrival, he held 
them all in check while he was present and secured 
the observance of law and the freedom of all classes 
of the community. 

Thereby, however, he brought upon himself much 
fresh hatred. The governor of the province, being 
devoted to the Portuguese party and a chief cause of 
the existing troubles, had to be suspended and sent to 
Rio de Janeiro ; and though the suspension occurred 
after orders had been despatched by the Emperor for 
his recall, it aflForded an excuse to the governor and 
his friends in office for denunciation of Lord Coch- 
rane's conduct, alleged to be greatly in excess of his 
powers and in contempt of the constituted authority. 
In fact, the same bad policy that had embarrassed 
him before, while he was in Rio de Janeiro, continued 
to embarrass him yet more during his service in Maran- 
ham. That that service was very helpful to the best 
interests of Brazil no one attempted to deny. The 
French and English consuls, speaking on behalf of 
all their countrymen resident in the northern pro- 
vinces, overstepped the line of strict neutrality, and 
entreated him to persevere in the measures by which 
he was making it possible for commerce to prosper 
and the rules of civilized life to be observed. The 

VOL. I. T 
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■ sent to tbank him for his work. " His 

' wrote the secretary on the 2nd of December, 

Ives of the First Admiral's determination to 

Ih order and obedience in the northern pro- 

I a duty which he hae eo wisely and jndiciooBly 

|,ken, and in which he must continue until the 

;e8 submit themselves to the authorities lately 

and enjoy the bene6ta of the paternal 

ment of bis Imperial Majesty." 

I Emperor, however, was at this time almost 

ss. Tbo leaders of the Portuguese faction 

, and by them Lord Cochrane continued to be 

I with every possible indignity and insult. Not 

lopenly to dismiss bim or even to accept the 

which he frequeutly offered, they deter- 
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emboldens me to adopt the only means in my power, 
at this distance, of craving that your Majesty will be 
graciously pleased to judge of my conduct in the 
imperial service by the result of my endeavours to 
promote your Majesty's interests, and not by the false 
reports spread by those who, for reasons best known 
to themselves, desire to alienate your Majesty's mind 
from me, and thus to bring about my removal from 
your Majesty's service. I trust that your Imperial 
Majesty will please to believe me to be sensible that 
the honours which you have so graciously bestowed 
upon me it is my duty not to tarnish, and that your 
Majesty will further believe that, highly as I prize 
those honours, I hold the maintenance of my reputa- 
tion in my native country in equal estimation. I 
respectfully crave permission to add that, perceiving 
it is impossible to continue in the service of your 
Imperial Majesty without at all times subjecting my 
professional character, under the present management 
of the Marine Department, to great risks, I trust your 
Majesty will be graciously pleased to grant me leave 
to retire from your imperial service, in which it 
appears to me I have now accomplished all that can 
be expected from me, the authority of your Imperial 
Majesty being established throughout the whole ex- 
tent of Brazil." 

That request was not granted, or in any way 

T 2 
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pd ; and Ihe statement that tlie whole of 

was finally subjected to the Emperor's autho- 

to be not quite correct. Fresh fiirmoilfl 

I Para, and Lord Cochrane had to send thither 

force, by which order was restored. He 

I found ample employment in restraining the 

I that could not be suppressed at Maranham. 

I was the state of things in the early months 

, nntil unlooked-for circumstances arose, by 

(Ord Cochrane's Brazilian employment was 

to a termination in a way that he had not 

d. " The anxiety occasioned by the constant 

jig which I had undergone, unalleviated by any 

Bledgment on the part of the Imperial Govem- 

the services which had a second time saved 
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and of giving us a clear offing for our subsequent 
voyage to the capital. 

" Accordingly," the narrative proceeds, **I shifted 
my flag into the Piranga^ despatched the Pedro Pri- 
micro to Rio, and, leaving Captain Manson, of the 
Caciquej in charge of the naval department at Maran- 
ham, put to sea on the 18th of May. On the 21st 
we crossed the Equator, and, meeting with a succes- 
sion of easterly winds, were carried to the northward 
of the Azores, passing St. Michael's on the 11th of 
June. It had been my intention to sail into the lati- 
tude of the Azores, and then to return to Rio de 
Janeiro. But, strong gales coming on, we made the 
unpleasant discovery that the frigate s main-topmast 
was sprung, and, when putting her about, the main 
and main-topsail yards were discovered to be unser- 
viceable. For the condition of the ship's spars I had 
depended on others, not deeming it necessary to take 
upon myself such investigation. It was, however, 
possible that we might have patched these up^ had 
not the running rigging been as rotten as the masts, 
and we had no spare cordage on board. A still worse 
disaster was that the salt provisions shipped at 
Maranham were reported bad, mercantile ingenuity 
having resorted to the device of placing good meat at 
the top and bottom of the barrels, whilst the middle, 
being composed of unsound articles, had tainted the 



LIFE OF THE EARL OF DUNDONALD. 



I thereby rendering it not only unpalatable bat 
ply dangerous to health. The good provisionfl 
pi being little, more than sufficient for a week's 
fcnce, a direct return to Rio de Janeiro was out 
huestion." 

las therefore absolutely necessary to seek some 
I harbour ; but Lord Cochrane was considerably 
Bassed in his choice of a port. Portugal was an 
Is country, and Spain, by reason of his achieve- 
In Chili and Peru, was no less hostile to him. 
I had not yet recognised the independence of 
laud therefore a stay on any part of its coast 
Pead to difficulties. England afforded the only 
ing-place, though there Lord Cochrane was 
1 as to the way in which, in consequence of 
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told. His unavoidable return to England aflforded 
just the excuse which his enemies in Brazil had been 
seeking for ousting him from his command. They 
and the ChevaUer Manoel Rodriguez Gameiro Pessoa, 
the Brazilian Envoy in London, who altogether 
sympathised with them, chose to regard this occur- 
rence as an act of desertion. Lord Cochrane lost no 
time in reporting his arrival and requesting to be 
provided with the necessary means for refitting the 
Piranga and preparing for a speedy return to Rio 
de Janeiro. To expedite matters, he even advanced 
2000/. out of his own property — which was never 
repaid to him — for this purpose. His repeated appli- 
cations for instructions were either unheeded or only 
answered with insult. He was ordered to return to 
Brazil at once, towards which no assistance was given 
- to him ; and at the same time his officers and crew 
were ordered to repudiate his authority and to return 
without him. 

Lord Cochrane had no room to doubt that by 
going back to Brazil he should only expose himself to 
yet worse treatment than that from which he had 
been suflFering during nearly two years ; but at the 
same time he was resolved to do nothing at variance 
with his duty to the Emperor from whom he had 
received his commission, and nothing invalidating 
his claims to the recompense which was clearly due to 
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it length he was relieved from some of his 

jities, after they had lasted more than three 

On the 3rd of November, 1825, peace was 

[ between Brazil and Portugal ; and thereby 

htions with his employers were materially 

The work which he had pledged himself to 

I completed, and he was justified in resigning 

[Tiand, or at any rate in declining to resume it 

e causes of his recent troubles were removed. 

I he did in a letter addressed to the Emperor 

, from Loudon, on the 10th of November, 

bracioiis condescension which I experienced 

' Imperial Majesty, from the first moment 

ival in the Brazils, the honorary distioc- 

3h I received from your Majesty, and the 
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members of the Brazilian administration of Jose 
Bonifacio de Andrade were superseded by persons 
devoted to the views and interests of Portugal, — 
views and interests which are directly opposed to the 
adoption of that line of conduct which can alone 
promote and secure the true interests and glory of 
your Imperial Majesty, founded on the tranquillity 
and happiness of the Brazilian people. Without 
imputing to such ministers as Severiano, Gk)mez, 
and Barboza disaffection to tl)e person of your Im- 
perial Majesty, it is sufficient to know that they are 
men bigoted to the unenlightened opinions of their 
ancestors of four centuries ago, that they are men 
who, from their limited intercourse with the world, 
from the paucity of the literature of their native 
language, and from their want of all rational instruc- 
tion in the service of l!government and political 
economy, have no conception of governing Brazil by 
any other than the same wretched and crooked 
policy to which the nation had been so long subjected 
in its condition as a colony. Nothing further need 
be said, while we acquit them of treason, to convict 
them of unfitness to be the counsellors of your Im- 
perial Majesty. 

" None but such ministers as these could have 
endeavoured to impress upon the mind of your Im- 
perial Majesty that the refugee Portuguese from the 
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1 aud many thousands from Biirope, col- 
RIo de Janeiro, were the only true friends 
)orters of the imperial crown of Brazil. 
t such ministers would have endeavoured to 
,-oui- Imperial Majesty with a belief that the 

people were inimical to your person and 
rial crown, merely because they were hostile 
■item pursued by those ministers. None but 
isters would have placed in important offices 
he natives of a nation wilh which your Im- 
ijifaty was at war. None but such ministers 
five endeavoured t« induce your Imperial 
to believe that officers who had abandoned 
ig aud native country for their own private 

could be depended on as faithful ecrvanta 
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US from the service of your Imperial Majesty and to 
place Portuguese officers in our stead. And, above 
all, none but such ministers could have suggested to 
your Imperial Majesty that extraordinary proceeding 
which was projected to take place on the night of 
the 3rd of June, 1824, a proceeding which, had it 
not been averted by a timely discovery and prompt 
interposition ^on my part, would have tarnished for 
ever the glory of your Imperial Majesty, and which, 
if it had failed to prove fatal to myself and officers, 
must inevitably have driven us from your imperial 
service. When placed in competition with this plot 
of these ministers and the false insinuations by which 
they induced your Imperial Majesty to listen to their 
insidious counsel, all their previous intrigues, and 
those of the whole Portuguese faction, to ruin the 
naval power of Brazil, sink into insignificance. But 
for the advancement of Portuguese interests there 
was nothing too treacherous or malignant for such 
ministers and such men as these to insinuate to your 
Imperial Majesty, especially when they had dis- 
covered that it was not possible by their unjust 
conduct to provoke me to abandon the service of 
Brazil so long as my exertions could be useful to 
secure its independence, which I believed to be alike 
the object of your Imperial Majesty and the interest 
of the Brazilian people. 
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Itlie counsels of such persons sbould prove 
I the interests of your Imperial Majesty, no 
I regret the event more sincerely than myself, 
r consolation will be the knowledge that your 
Majesty cannot but be conscious that I, 
■ally, have discharged my duty, both in a 
and in a private capacity, towards your 
L whose true interest, I may venture to add, 

I held in greater regard than my own; for, 
[connived at the views of the Portuguese 

■ even without dereliction of my duty as an 

II might have shared amply in the honours 
pluments which such influence has enabled 
fcrsons to obtain, instead of being deprived, 
I means, of even the ordinary rewards of my 
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to be struck this day. Praying that the war now 
terminated abroad may be accompanied by tran- 
quillity at home, I respectfully take leave of your 
Imperial Majesty." 

All Lord Cochrane's subsequent correspondence 
with Brazil had for its object the recovery of the pay- 
ments due to him and to his oflBcers and crews for the 
great services done by them to the empire. Lord 
Cochrane had saved that empire from being brought 
back to the position of a Portuguese colony, and had 
enabled it to enter on a career of independence. In 
return for it he was subjected to more than two 
years of galling insult, was deprived of his proper 
share of the prizes taken by him and his squadron, 
was refused the estate in Maranham which the 
Emperor, more grateful than his ministers, had be- 
stowed upon him, and was mulcted of a portion of his 
pay and of all the pension to which he was entitled 
by imperial decree and the ordinances of the Govern- 
ment. His services to Brazil, like his services to 
Chili, adding much to his renown as a disinterested 
champion of liberty and an unrivalled seaman and 
warrior, brought upon him personaUy Uttle but 
trouble and misfortune. Only near the end of his 
life, whea a worthy Emperor and honest ministers 
succeeded to power, was any recompence accorded to 
him. 
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this memorable episode, the incidents that occurred 
during his absence in Chili and Brazil, need to be 
here reviewed and recapitulated. 

The Greek Revolution began openly in 1821. 
But there had been long previous forebodings of it. 
The dwellers in the land once peopled by the noble 
race which planned and perfected the arts and graces, 
the true refinements and the solid virtues that are 
the basis of our modern civilization, had been for 
four centuries and more the slaves of the Turks. 
They were hardly Greeks, if by that name is imphed 
descent from the inhabitants of classic Greece. With 
the old stock had been blended, from generation to 
generation, so many foreign elements that nearly 
all trace of the original blood had disappeared, and 
the modem Greeks had nothing but their residence 
and their language to justify them in maintaining 
the old title. But their slavery was only too real. 
Oppressed by the Ottomans on account of their race 
and their religion, the oppression was none the less 
in that it induced many of them to cast off the last 
shreds of freedom and deck themselves in the coarser, 
but, to slavish minds, the pleasanter bondage of 
trickery and meanness. During the eighteenth cen- 
tury, many Greeks rose to eminence in the Turkish 
service, and proved harder task-masters to their 
brethren than the Turks themselves generally were. 
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' of further aggraudisement, however, led 
lecheiue the overthrow of their Ottoman em- 
I and their projects were greatly aided by the 
llbeit short-sighted, patriotism that animated 
iter number of their kinsmen. They groaned 
Turkish thraldom, and yearned to be freed 
in the temper so well described and so 
[ denounced by Lord Byron in 1811 : — 

lAnd aaiij dream wiOial Ibe lionr it nigh 

BThat gives tbeni baofc their fatliers' heritage: 

I For foreipn anus snil aid they loudly sigh, 

I Nor sololy dare encotintcr hostile rage. 

I Hereditary bondsmen I know ye not 

I Who v'ould be free tbeinselvea mnat Htrikc the blow? 

I By their right arm the coniiuest miist be wrooght. 

IWill tlriiil or MuscoviUi reilrcss ye? — No ! 

I True, tlicy may lay your (>roud desiKiilcrB low, 
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encouraging them to prepare for insurrection as soon 
as the Czar Alexander I. deemed it expedient to aid 
them by open invasion of Turkey, or as soon as they 
themselves could take the initiative, trusting to Russia 
to complete the work of revolution. The Friendly 
Society increased its influence and multiplied its 
visionary schemes during many years previous to 
1821. 

Its strength was augmented by the political con- 
dition of Turkey at the time. The Sultan Mahmud — 
a true type of the Ottoman sovereign at his worst — 
had attempted to perfect his power by a long train 
of cruelties, of which murder was the lightest. De- 
feating his own purpose thereby, he aroused the 
opposition of Mahometan as well as Christian sub- 
jects, and induced the rebellious schemes of Ali Pasha 
of Joannina, the boldest of his vassals. In Albania 
Ali ruled with a cruelty that was hardly inferior to 
Mahmud's. Byron tells how his 

*' dread command 
Is lawless law ; for with a bloody hand 
He sways a nation tarbulent and bold." 

The cruelty could be tolerated ; but not opposition 
to Mahmud's will. Long and growing jealousy 
existed between the Sultan and his tributary. At 
length, in 1820, there was an open rupture. Ali 
was denotmced as a traitor, and ordered to surrender 

VOL. I. u 
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alik. Instead of so doing, he organized his 

Ir prompt rebeilion, trusting for success 

the support of the Greeks. Most of the 

■ held aloof; but the SuHote, a race of 

1 marauders, the fiercest of the fierce com- 

If AlbaniaoB, sided with hira, and for more 

kear rendered hira valuable aid by reason 

hereditary skill in lawless warfare. Not 

liary, 1822, was AH forced to surrender, 

nly, perhaps, through the defection of the 

ftuliote, dissatisfied with All's recompense for 
vices, had gone over to the Greeks, who, not 
Bo serve under Ali in his rebellion, had wel- 
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a triumph worthy of the classic name they bore and 
the heroic ancestry that they claimed. 

Unfortunately, the Friendly Society, already de- 
generated from the unworthy aim with which it 
started, now an elaborate machinery of personal 
ambition, private greed, and local spite, the willing 
tool of Bussia^ was master of the situation. The 
mastery, however, was by no means thorough. 
The society had dispossessed all other organiza- 
tions, but had no organization of its own adequate 
to the working out of a successful rebellion. Its 
machinery was tolerably perfect, but efficient motive- 
power was wanting. lis exchequer was empty ; its 
counsels were divided; above aU, it had alienated 
the sympathies of the worthiest patriots of Greece. 
Finding itself suddenly in the way of triumph, it was 
incapable of rightly progressing in that way. Ob- 
stacles of its own raising, and obstacles raised by 
others, stood in the path, and only a very wise man 
had the chance of successfully removing them. 

The wise man did not exist, or was not to be 
obtained. Perhaps the wisest, though, as later history 
proved, not very wise, was Count John Capodistrias, 
a native of Corfu. Born in 1777, he had gone to 
Italy to study and practise medicine. There also he 
studied, afterwards to put in practice, the effete 
Machiavellianism then in vogue. In 1803 he entered 

u 2 
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life as secretary to the lately-founded re- 
fthe Ionian Islands. Napoleon's annesation 
■mian Islands in 1807 drove hira into the scr- 
iRussia, and, as Russian agent, he advocated, 
fienna Conference of 1815, the reconstruction 
Ionian republic, Tlie partial concession of 
Britain towards that project, by which the 
islands were established as a sort of common- 
dependent upon England, enabled him to 
1 work in Corfu, awaiting the realization of 
I patriotic schemes, and watching tlie patriotic 
|nt in Greece. Italian in his education, and 
in his sympathies, he was still an honest 
r and abler than most other influential 
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he might have done good service to the Greek Revo- 
lution, had he accepted the offer of its leadership, 
shrewdly tendered to him by the Friendly Society. 
But this he declined, having no liking for the society, 
and no trust in its methods and designs. 

The Friendly Society then sought and found a 
leader, far inferior to Count Capodistrias, in Prince 
Alexander Hypsilantes, the son of a Hospodar of 
Wallachia who had been deposed in 1806. Hypsi- 
lantes had been educated in Russia, and had there 
risen to some rank, high enough at any rate to quicken 
his 'ambition and vanity, both as a soldier and as a 
courtier. He was not without virtues ; but he was 
utterly unfit for the duties imposed upon him as 
leader of the Greek Revolution. Not a Greek him- 
self, his purpose in accepting the office seems to have 
been to make Greece an appendage of the despotic 
monarchy, which, by means of the political crisis, 
he hoped to establish in Wallachia, under Russian 
protection. With that view, in March 1821, he led 
the first crude army of Greek and other Christian 
rebels into Moldavia. There and in Wallachia he 
stirred up a brief revolt, attended by military blunders 
and lawless atrocities which soon brought vengeance 



Revolutifm" (1832), and M. Trikoupes's "^laropui rrjs 'EXktivuajs 'Eytomx- 
irr6ir€ms " (1863-6), which is not very much more than a paraphrase of 
(Gordon's work. 
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f and made a false begiuning of the revo- 

y work. Moldavia and Wallachia were quickly 

to Turkish rule, and Hypsilantes had in 

fly for safety into Austria. But the bad 

that he set, and the evil influence that he 

promoters and foIlowei*6 of the Friendly 

Kxerted, initiated a false policy and encouraged 

Kious course of action, hy which the cause of 

tks was injured for years. 

leal Greek revolution began in the Morea. 

lie Friendly Society did good work in ehowiug 

[lie that tlie hour for action had come ; but its 

of that action was for the most part mis- 

riie worst Greeks were the leaders, and, 

dance. 
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Pappa Phlesas, and Petros Mavromichales, or Petro- 
Bey, were the most conspicuous. Its principal agents 
were the klepht or brigand chieftans, best repre- 
sented by Theodore Kolokotrones. 

Born about 1770, of a family devoted to the use of 
arms in predatory ways, Kolokotrones had led a law- 
less life until 1806, when the Greek peasantry called 
in the assistance of their Turkish rulers in hunting 
down their persecutors of their own race, and when, 
several of his family being slain, he himself had to seek 
refuge in Zante. There he maintained himself, partly 
by piracy, partly by cattle-dealing. In 1810 the Eng- 
lish annexation of the Ionian Islands led to his em- 
ployment, first as captain and afterwards as major, in 
the Greek contingent of the British army. He had 
amassed much wealth, and was in the prime of life 
when, in January, 1821, he returned to his early 
home, to revive his old brigand life under the name 
of legitimate warfare. His thorough knowledge of 
the country, its passes and its strongholds, and his 
familiarity with the modes of fighting proper to them, 
his handsome person and agreeable deportment, his 
shrewd wit and persuasive oratory, made him one of 
the most influential agents of the Revolution at its 
commencement, and his influence grew during the 
ensuing years. 

The flame of rebellion, having spread through the 
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iring the early weeks of April, extended 
ver the adjoining districts of tlie mainland. 
nd of June the insurgents were masters of 
1! the country now possessed by modem 
Their cause was heartily espoused by the 
■ Albania and other fellow-Christians in the 
■urkish provinces, and their kinsmen of the 
islands were eager to join in the work of 
regeneration, and to contribute largely to 
letion of that work by their naval prowess. 
1 naval prowess, as our later pages will 
ly show, of a very barbarous and unde- 
sort. Besides the two principal seaports 
nainland, Tncheri on Mount Pelion and 
i on the Gulf of Corinth, there were famous 
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thing like disinterested patriotism, was ready to use 
and abuse its powers during the ensuing seven years' 
fight for G-reek independence. 

During the summer of 1821, while the continental 
Greeks were rushing to arms, murdering the Turkish 
residents among them by thousands, and thus bring- 
ing down upon themselves, or upon those of their 
own race who, as peasants and burghers, took no 
important share in actual fighting, the murderous 
vengeance of the Turkish troops sent to attempt 
the suppression of the revolt, these sailors were 
pursuing an easier and more profitable game. The 
Turkish ports were not warlike, and the Turkish 
trading ships were not prepared for fighting. In 
May, a formidable crowd of vessels left the islands 
on a cruise, from which they soon returned with an 
immense store of booty. Early in June, the best 
Turkish fleet that could be brought together, con- 
sisting of two line-of-battle ships, three frigates, and 
three sloops, went out to harass, if not to destroy, the 
swarm of smaller enemies. Jakomaki Tombazes, with 
thirty-seven of these smaller enemies, set off to meet 
them, and falling in with one of the ships, gave her 
chase, till, in the roads of Eripos, she was attacked 
on the 8th of June, and, with the help of a fireship, 
destroyed with a loss of nearly four hundred men. 
That victory caused the flight of the other Turkish 
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vessels, and was the beginning of much cruel work 
at sea and with ships, which, not often daring to 
meet in open fight, wrought terrible mischief to un- 
protected poiis and islands. 

The mischief wrought upon the land was yet mose 
terrible. A seething tide of Greek and Moslem blood 
heaved to and fro, as, during the second half of 1821, 
each party in turn gained temporary ascendency in 
one district after another. Greeks murdered Turks, 
and Turks murdered Greeks, with equal ferocity ; or 
perhaps the ferocity of the Greeks, stirred by bad 
leaders to revenge themselves for all their previous 
sufferings, even surpassed that of the Turks. Of 
their cruelty a glaring instance occurred in their 
capture of Navarino. The Turkish inhabitanlB 
having held out as long as a mouthful of food was 
left in the town, were forced to capitulate on the 
19th of August. It was promised that, upon their 
surrendering, the Greek vessels were to convey 
them, their wearing apparel, and their household 
furniture, either to Egypt or to Tunis. No sooner 
were the gates opened than a wholesale plimder and 
slaughter ensued. A Greek ecclesiastic has described 
the scene. " Women wounded with musket-balls and 
sabre-cuts rushed to the sea, seeking to escape, a 
were deliberately shot. Mothers robbed of their 
clothes, with infants in their arms, plunged into 
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the water to conceal themselves from shame, and 
they were then made a mark for inhuman riflemen, 
Greeks seized infants from their mothers' breasts 
and dashed them against the rocks. Children, three 
and four years old, were hurled, living, into the sea, 
and left to drown. When the massacre was ended, 
the dead bodies washed ashore, or piled on the beach, 
threatened to cause a pestilence."* At the sack of 
Tripolitza, on the 8th of October, about eight thou- 
sand Moslems were murdered, the last two thousand, 
chiefly women and children, being taken into a neigh- 
bouring ravine, there to be slaughtered at leisure. 
Two years afterwards a ghastly heap of bones attested 
the inhuman deed. 

In ways like these the first stage of the Greek 
Revolution was achieved. Before the close of 1821, 
it appeared to the Greeks themselves, to their Moslem 
enemies, and to their many friends in England, 
France, and other countries, that the triumph was 
complete. Unfortunately, the same bad motives and 
the same bad methods that had so grievously polluted 
the torrent of patriotism continued to poison and 
disturb the stream which might otherwise have been 
henceforth clear, steady, and health-giving. Greece 
was free, but, unless another and a much harder 
revolution could be effected in the temper and con- 

* Finlay, roL L, p. 263, dting PhnQtsEes. 





UFR OP THE EARL OP DUNDONALD. 

its own people, unfit to put its freedom to 
i or even to maint^iin it. " The rapid suo- 
the Greeks during the first few weeks of the 
on," eaya their ablest historian, " threw the 
nent of much civil and financial business into 
Is of the proesti and deraogeronta in office. 
mates, who already exercised great official 
y, instantly appropriated that which had 
;herto exercised by murdered voivodea and 
ilvery primate strove to make himself a little 
3ent potentate, and every captain of a dis- 
umed the powers of a commander-in-chief. 
olution, before six months had passed, seemed 

peopled Greece with a host of little AH 
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authority having ceased, every primate assumed the 
prerogatives of the Sultan. For a few weeks this 
state of things was unavoidable, and, to an able and 
honest chief or government, it would have facilitated 
the establishment of a strong central authority ; but 
by the vices of G-reek society it was perpetuated into 
an organised anarchy. No improvement was made 
in financial arrangements, or in the system of tax- 
ation ; no measures were adopted for rendering pro- 
perty more secure ; no attempt was made to create 
an equitable administration of justice ; no courts of 
law were established ; and no financial accounts were 
published. Governments were formed, constitutions 
were drawn up, national assemblies met, orators de- 
bated, and laws were passed according to the political 
fashion patronised by the liberals of the day. But 
no effort was made to prevent the Government being 
virtually absolute, unless it was by rendering it abso- 
lutely powerless. The constitutions were framed to 
remain a dead letter. The national assemblies were 
nothing but conferences of parties, and the laws 
passed were intended to fascinate Western Europe, 
not to operate with effect in Greece/'* 

The supreme government of Q-reece had been as- 
sumed in June by Prince Demetrius Hypsilantes, a 
worthier man than his brother Alexander, but by no 

* Fialay, toI. i., pp. 280, 281. 
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equal to the task he took in hand. At first 

band chiefs and local potentates, not willing 

Inder any of the power tliey had acquired, 

Ipoeed to render to him nominal submission, 

that his name and his Kuesian influence 

1 serviceable to the cause of Greece. But 

intes showed himself utterly incompetent, 

kas soon apparent that his sympathies were 

fclien to those both of the Greek people and 

Imilitary and civil leaders. Therefore another 

Jiad to be chosen. Kolokotrones might have 

1 to tlie dignity, and he certainly hatl vigour 

" disposition, and enough honesty and dis- 

I combined, to make the position one of power 
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he acquired much fresh knowledge, and where his 
popularity helped to quicken sympath}^ on behalf 
of the Greek Revolution at its first outburst. He had 
lately come to Missolonghi with a ship-load of ammu- 
nition and other material, procured and brought at 
his own expense, and soon attained considerable 
influence. Always courteous in his manners, only 
ungenerous in his actions where the interests of 
others came into collision with his own, less strong- 
willed and less ambitious than most of his associates, 
those associates were hardly jealous of his popularity 
at home, and wholly pleased with his popularity 
among foreigners. It was a clear gain to their cause 
to have Shelley writing his " Hellas," and dedicating 
the poem to Mavrocordatos, as " a token of admira- 
tion, sympathy, and friendship." 

Mavrocordatos was named President of Greece in 
the Constitution of Epidaurus, chiefly his own work- 
manship, which waa proclaimed on the 13th of 
January — ^New Year's Day, according to the reckoning 
of the Greek Church — 1822. It is not necessary here 
to detail his own acts or those of his real or professing 
subordinates. All we have to do is to famish a 
general account, and a few characteristic illustrations, 
of the course of events during the Greek Revolution, 
in explanation of the state of parties and of politics 
at the time of Lord Gochrane's advent among them. 
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tents were marked by continuance of the 
psh policy, divided interests, class prejudice, 
vidual jealousy that have been already re* 
The mass of the Greek people vrere, as 
been from th^ first, zealous in their desire 
Bora, and, having won it, they were not iin- 
Ito use it honestly. For their faults their 
Ire chiefly to be blamed ; and in apology for 
Idera, it must be remembered that they were . 
■blage of soldiers who had been schooled in 
I l)rigandage, of priests whose education had 
I a corrupt form of Christianity made more 
Ijy persecution, of merchants who had found 
Bo trade without trickery, and of seamen who 
In taught to regard piracy as an bonourable 
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less and undisciplined, and therefore often worse than 
useless. 

Memorable instances both of recklessness and of 
want of discipline appeared in the attempts made to 
wrest Chios from the Turks in 1822. The Greek 
inhabitants of this island, on whom the Turkish yoke 
pressed lightly, had refused to join in the insurgent 
movement of their brethren on the mainland and 
in the neighbouring islands. But it was considered 
that a little coercion would induce them to share in 
the Revolution and convert their prosperous island 
into a Greek possession. Therefore, in March, a 
small force of two thousand five hundred men crossed 
the archipelago, took possession of Koutari, the 
principal town, and proceeded to invest the Turkish 
citadel. The Chiots, though perhaps not very will- 
ingly, took part in the enterprise ; but the invading 
party was quite unequal to the work it had under- 
taken. In April a formidable Turkish squadron 
Arrived, and by it Chios was easily recovered, to be- 
come the scene of vindictive atrocities, which brought 
all the terrified inhabitants who were not slaugh- 
tered, or who could not escape, into abject sub- 
mission. Thereupon, on the 10th of May, a Greek 
fleet of fifty-six vessels was despatched by Mavro- 
cordatos to attempt a more thorough capture of the 
island. Its commander was Andreas Miaoulis, a 

VOL. I. X 
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I merchant, who proved himself the best sea- 

limong the Greeks. Had Miaoulis been able, 

(shed, to start sooner and meet the Turkiah 

on its way to Chios, a brilliant victory 

ive resulted, instead of one of the saddest 

Ihes in the whole Greek war. Being de- 

lerefrom by the vacillation of Mavrocordatos 

insubordination of his captains and their 

e was only able to reach the island when it 

In in the hands of the enemy, and when all 

By for ^\ith standing him. There was useless 

I on the 3 1 st of May and the two following 

Pn tlio 18th of June, Miaoulis made another 

t he was only able to destroy the Turkish 
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tually resigned his presidentship, and there was 
anarchy in Greece till 1828. Athens, captured from 
the Turks in June, 1822, became the centre of jealous 
rivalry and visionary scheming, mismanagement, 
and government that was worse than no government 
at all. Odysseus, the vilest of the vile men whom 
the Eevolution brought to the surface, was its master 
for some time ; and, when he played traitor to the 
Turks, he was succeeded by others hardly better than 
himself. 

In spite of some heavy disasters, however, the 
Greeks were so far successful during 1822 that in 
1823 they were able to hold their newly-acquired 
territory and to wrest some more fortresses from 
their enemies. The real heroism that they had dis- 
played, moreover — the foul cruelties of which they 
were guilty and the selfish courses which they pui> 
sued being hardly reported to their friends, and, 
when reported, hardly believed — awakened keen 
sympathy on their behalf. Shelley and Byron, and 
many others of less note, had simg their virtues and 
their suflFerings in noble verse and enlarged upon 
them in eloquent prose, and in England and France, 
in Switzerland, Germany, and the United States, a 
strong party of Philhellenes was organized to collect 
money and send recruits for their assistance. 

The two Philhellenes of greatest note who served 

X 2 • 
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3 during the earlier years of the Revolution 

lomas Gordon and Frank Abney Hastings. 

Iwho attained the rank of general in the army 

lendence, had the advantage of a long pre- 

Id thorough acquaintance with the character 

iTiirks and Greeks and with the languages 

spoke. He watched all the revolutionary 

pta from the beginning, and took part in 

I them. In the *' History of the Greek Revo- 

whicli he published in 1832, be gave such 

Ind, in the main, so accurate an account of 

|at his narrative has formed the basis of 

ambitious work of the native historian, 

■oupes. Of the vices and errors of the people 
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elevated into heroes. He was, in fact, an ignoble 
robber, hardened in evil. He enriched himself with 
the spoils of the Mahometans ; yet he and his retinue 
of brigands compelled the people to maintain them 
at free quarters, in idleness and luxury, exacting not 
only bread, meat, wine, and forage, but also sugar 
and coflTee. Hence springs the reflection that the 
Greeks had cause to repent their early predilection 
for the klephts, who were almost all, beginning 
with Kolokotrones, infamous for the sordid perversity 
of their dispositions."* Gordon's disinterested and 
brave efforts to bring about a better state of things 
and to help on the cause of real patriotism in Greece 
were highly praiseworthy ; but, as another historian 
has truly said, '* he did not possess the activity and 
decision of character necessary to obtain commanding 
influence in council, or to initiate daring measures in 
the field/'t 

Frank Abney Hastings was an abler man. Born 
in 1794, he was started in the naval profession when 
only eleven years old. Six months after the com- 
mencement of his midshipman's life he was present, 
on board the Nq>timey at the battle of Trafalgar, and 
during the ensuing fourteen years he served in 
nearly every quarter of the globe. His independent 
spirit, however — something akin to Lord Cochrane's — 

* Gordon, vol. i., pp. 313, 400. f Finlay, vol. ii., p. 129. 
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him into disfavour, and, in 1819, for chal- 
\ superior officer who had insulted him, he 
issed from the British navy. Disheartened 
Qsted, he resided in France for about three 
\t length he resolved to go and fight for 
ke, partly out of sympathy for their caUBe, 

a relief from the misery of forced idleness, 
ith the view of developing a plan which he 
1 devising for extending the use of eteam- 

naval warfare, — to which last excellent im- 
nt he greatly contributed. He arrived at 
a April, 1822, just in time to take part in 
lug off Chios. One of his ingenious sugges- 
ade to Andreas Miaoulis, and ita recei>- 
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asking a single question, or wishing me to explain 
its details ; and I observed a kind of insolent con- 
tempt in his manner. This interview with the 
admiral disgusted me. They place you in a position 
in which it is impossible to render any service, and 
then they boast of their own superiority, and of the 
uselessness of the Franks, as they call us, in Turkish 
warfare." Miaoulis, however, soon gained wisdom 
and made good use of Captain Hastings, who spent 
more than 7000/. — all his patrimony — in serving the 
Greeks. He was almost the only officer in their 
employ who, during the earlier years of the Revolu- 
tion, succeeded in establishing any sort of discipline 
or good management. 

Lord Byron, the most illustrious of all the early 
Philhellenes, used to say, shortly before his death, 
that with Napier at the head of the army and Hast- 
ings in command of a fleet the triumph of Greece 
might be insured. Byron was then at Missolonghi, 
whither he had gone in January, 1824, to die in 
ApriL Long before, while stirring up the sympathy 
of all lovers of liberty for the cause of regeneration 
in Greece, he had shown that that regeneration could 
be by no means a short or easy work, and now he had 
to report that the real work was hardly yet begun — 
nay, that it seemed almost further off than ever. 
** Of the Greeks," he wrote, " I can't say much good 
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atid I do not like to epeak ill of them, 
hey do of one another." 

chiefly at Byron's instigation that the first 
fin was contracted, in London, early in 1824. 
ids,300,000/., were spent partly in unprofitable 
K>n ships, ammunition, and the like, of which 
le were in no position to make good use, but 
1 civil war and in pandering to the greed 
ty of the meml)ers of the CJovemment and 
ordinate officials, " Phanariots and doctors 
;iue," sayg an eye-witness, " who, in the 
■ April, 1824, were clad in ragged coats, and 
d on scanty rations, threw off that patriotic 
before summer was past, and emerged in all 
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That being the degradation to which the leaders 
of the Greek Revolution had sunk, it is not strange 
that its gains in previous years should have begun 
in 1824 to be followed by heavy losses. The 
Greek people — the peasants and burghers — were still 
patriots, though ill-trained and misdirected. They 
could defend their own homesteads with unsurpassed 
heroism, and hold their own mountains and valleys 
with fierce persistency. But they were unfit for 
distant fighting, even when their chiefs consented to 
employ them in it. Sultan Mahmud, therefore, who 
had been profiting by the hard experience of former 
years, and whose strength had been steadily growing 
while the power of the insurgents had been rapidly 
weakening, entered on a new and successful policy. 
He left the Greeks to waste their energies in their 
own possessions, and resolved to recapture, one after 
another, the outposts and ill-protected islands. For 
this he took especial care in augmenting his navy, 
and, besides developing his own resources, induced 
his powerful and turbulent vassal, Mohammed Ali, 
the Pasha of Egypt, to equip a formidable fleet and 
entrust it to his son Ibrahim, on whom was conferred 
the title of Vizier of the Morea. 

Even without that aid Mahmud was able to do 
much in ftirtherance of his purpose. The island of 
Kasos was easily recovered, and full vengeance was 
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1 its Greet inhabitants on the 20th of June, 
■terwarda Psara was seized and punished yet 
Irdly. 

fte 1 9th of July Ibrahim left Alexandria with 

Iforce which swept the southern seas of Greek 

privateers. On the 1st of September he 

I junction with the Turkish fleet at Budrun. 

tiited strength comprised forty-six ships, fri- 

lid corvettes, and about three hundred trau- 

iarge and small. The Greek fleet, between 

and eiglity sail, would have been strong 

I to withstand it under any sort of good 

nent ; but good management was wanting, 

I crews were quite beyond the control of their 
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the fleet combined to dispossess the Greeks of their 
chief strongholds. The strongly-fortified island of 
Sphakteria, the portal of Navarino and Pylos, was 
taken on the 8th of May. Pylos capitulated on the 
11th, and Navarino on the 21st of the same month. 
Other citadels, one after another, were surrendered ; 
and Ibrahim and his army spent the summer in 
scouring the Morea and pimishing its inhabitants, 
with the utmost severity, for the lawless brigandage 
and the devoted patriotism of which they had been 
guilty during the past four years. 

The result was altogether disheartening to the 
Q-reeks. They saw that their condition was indeed 
desperate. George Konduriottes, a Hydriot mer- 
chant, an Albanian who could not speak Greek, and 
who was alike unable to govern himself or others, 
had, in June, 1824, been named president of the 
republic, and since then the rival interests of the 
primates, the priests, and the military leaders had 
been steadily causing the decay of all that was left 
of patriotism and increase of the selfishness that had 
80 long been rampant. 

There was one consequence of this degradation, 
however, which promised to be very beneficial. See- 
ing that their cause was being rapidly weakened, 
and that their hard-fought battle for liberty was in 
danger of speedy and ignominious reversal by their 
own divisions, by the stealthy encroachments of the 
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18 in the north, and by the more energetic 
s of the Egj-ptiane iu the south, the Greeks 
to abandon some of their jealousies and 
:o look for a saviour from without, and, on 
ing, to try and submit themselves honestly 
Ttily to his leadership. The issue of that 
in was the following letter, writteo by Mavro- 
, then Secretary to the National Assembly : — 

CRD, — Tandis que vos rares talens e'taieut 
8 a procurer le bonheur d'un pays se'pare' 
;space immense de la Grece, celle-ci ne voyait 
: admiration, sans iut^rgt, sans une espece de 
secrete meme, les succes brillants qui ont 
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celui qui sait apprecier les grands hommes, et un des 
premiers amiraux de notre siecle ne verra qu' avec 
plaisir qu'il est appelle k renouveler les beaux jours 
de Salamine et de Mycale a la tdte des Miaoulis, des 
Sachtouris et des Kanaris. 

" C'est avec la plus grande satisfaction, milord, 
que je me vois charge de faire, au nom du Gou- 
vemement, k votre seigneurie, la proposition du 
commandement general des forces navales de la 
Grece. Si votre seigneurie est disposee a I'accepter, 
Messieurs les Deputes du Gouvemement Grec a 
Londres ont toute I'autorisation et les instructions 
n^cessaires pour combiner avec elle sur les moyens 
k mettre k sa disposition, afin d'utiliser le plutot pos- 
sible votre noble decision et acc^lerer I'heureux 
moment que la Gr^ce reconnaissante et enthousias- 
m^ vous verra combattre pour la cause de sa liberty. 

**Je profite de cette occasion pour prier votre 
seigneurie de vouloir bien agr^er I'assurance de mon 
respect et de la plus haute estime avec laquelle j'ai 
rhonneur d'etre, milord, de votre seigneurie le tres 
humble et tres ob^issant serviteur, 

**A. Mavrooordatos, 
* Naples de Romakie, ** SecT-gert (TEtat^ 

1'7*~, 

** A 8a Seigneurie le ires Honorahle Lord Cochrane, 

d Londree,^ 
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however, than it was clear to him, from the vague and 
insolent language of the Brazilian envoy in London, 
that it was designed by that official, if not by the 
authorities in Rio de Janeiro, to oust him from his 
command. During four months he remained in im- 
certainty, determined not willingly to retire from his 
Brazilian service, but gradually convinced by the 
increasing insolence of the envoy's treatment of him 
that it would be inexpedient for him hastily to return 
to Brazil, where, before his departure, he had ex- 
perienced the grossest ingratitude for his briUiant 
achievements and neglect and abuse of all sorts. At 
length, in November, upon learning that his captain 
and crew had been formally insti-ucted to " cast off 
all subordination " to him, he deemed that he had no 
alternative but to consider himself dismissed from 
Brazilian employment and free to enter upon a new 
engagement. 

That engagement had been urged upon him even 
while he was in South America by his friends in 
England, who were also devoted friends to the cause 
of Greek independence, and the proposal had been 
renewed very soon after his arrival at Portsmouth. 
It was so freely talked of among all classes of the 
English public and so openly discussed in the news- 
papers before the middle of August that by it Lord 
Gochrane's last relations with the Brazilian envoy 
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Berioiisly complicated. " Lord Cochrane is 
I very well, after eight years of harassing and 
Iful service," wrote Sir Francis Burdett oa 
ih of August, *'and, I trust, will be the 
Ir of Greece. What a. glorious title 1" 
I needless to say that Sir Francis Burdett, 
Ithe noble and disinterested champion of the 
led, and the far-seeing and fearless advocate of 
I Both at home and abroad, was a leading 
■ of the Greek Committee in London. This 
i counterpart — though composed of 
lustrious members than any of the others — of 
Icnic associations that had lieen organized in 
' capital of Europe and in the chief towns 
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Another leading member of the Greek Committee 
was Mr. John Cam Hobhouse, afterwards Lord 
Broughton, Lord Byron's friend and fellow-traveller, 
now Sir Francis Burdett's colleague in the repre- 
sentation of Westminster as successor to Lord 
Cochrane. Another of high note was Mr. Edward 
Ellice, eminent ahke as a merchant and as a states- 
man. Another, no less eminent, was Joseph Hume. 
Another was Mr. (afterwards Sir) John Bowring, 
secretary to the Grreek Committee. By them and 
many others the progress of the Greek Revolution 
was carefully watched and its best interests were 
strenuously advocated, and by all the return of Lord 
Cochrane to England and the prospect of his enlist- 
ment in the Philhellenic enterprise afforded hearty 
satisfaction. To them the real liberty of Greece 
was a cherished object; and one and all united in 
welcoming the great promoter of Chilian and 
Brazilian independence as the liberator of Greece. 

Other honest friends of Greece were less sanguine, 
and more disposed to urge caution upon Lord ^ 
Cochrane. "My very dear friend," wrote one of 
them^ Dr. William Porter, from Bristol on the 25th 
of August, ** I will not suffer you to be longer in 
England without welcoming you ; for your health, 
happiness, and fame are all dear to me. I have 
followed you in your Transatlantic career with deep 

VOL. I. T 
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! of aime^ for your life, but none for your 
I I know yoa too well to entertain a fear for 
[ had hoped that yon would repose on your 
I and enjoy the evening of life in peace, but am 
■at you are about to launch a thunderbolt 
I the Grand Seignior on behalf of Greece. I 
ft see Greece free; but could also wish you to 
t)iu your labours. For a sexagenarian to 
,nd a fleet in ordinary war is an easy task, and 
»re and ten might do it ; but fifty years 
» many to conduct a naval war for a people 
Ipretonsions to nautical skill you will find on a 
pd occasions to give rise to jealousies against 
I will also find that on some important day 
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Cochrane was not blind to it. That he, though now 
in his fiftieth year, was too old for any difficult sea- 
manship or daring warfare that came in his way he 
certainly was not inclined to admit ; but he was not 
quite as enthusiastic as Sir Francis Burdett and many 
of his other friends regarding the immediate purposes 
and the ultimate issue of the Greek Revolution. He 
was now as hearty a lover of liberty, and as willing 
to employ all his great experience and his excellent 
abiliiy in its service, as he had been eight years 
before when he went to aid the cause of South 
American independence. But both in Chili and in 
Brazil he had suffered much himself, and, what was 
yet more galling to one of his generous disposition, 
had seen how grievously his disinterested efforts for 
the benefit of others had been stultified, by the 
selfishness and imprudence, the meanness and 
treachery of those whom he had done his utmost to 
direct in a sure and rapid way of freedom. He 
feared, and had good reason for fearing, like 
disappointments in any relations into which he might 
enter with Greece. Therefore, though he readily 
consented to work for the Hellenic revolutionists, as 
he had worked for the Chilians and Brazilians, he 
did so with something of a forlorn hope, with a fear 
— ^which in the end was fully justified — that thereby 
his own troubles might only be augmented, and that 

Y 2 
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perienced in Chili and Brazil, however, bringing 
upon him much present embarrassment in lawsuits 
and other troubles, led him to use what was only 
common prudence in his negotiations with the Greek 
Committee and with the Greek deputies, John 
Orlando and Andreas Luriottis, who were in London 
at the time, and on whom devolved the formal 
arrangements for employing him and providing him 
with suitable equipments for his work. 

These were done with help of a second Greek loan, 
contracted in London in 1825, for 2,000,000^. Out 
of this sum it was agreed that Lord Cochrane was to 
receive 37,000/. at starting, and a further sum of 
20,000/. on the completion of his services ; and that 
he was to be provided with a suitable squadron, for 
which purpose 150,000/. were to be expended in the 
construction of six steamships in England, and a 
like sum on the building and fitting out of two sixty- 
gim frigates in the United States. With the disap- 
pointments that he had . experienced in Chili and 
Brazil fresh in his mind, he refused to enter on this 
new engagement without a formidable little fleet, 
manned by English and American seamen, and under 
his exclusive direction ; and he further stipulated that 
the entire Greek fleet should be at his sole command, 
and that he should have full power to carry out his 
views independently of the Greek Government. 
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( arrangements were completed oa the 16th 
|;uBt, except that Lord Cochrane, not having 
In actually dismissed by the Brazilian envoy, 
n formally to pledge himself to his new em- 
In conjunction with Sir Francis Burdett, 
Ibbouse, Mr. EUice, and the Ricardos, as con- 
however, he made all the preliminary 
Iments, and before the end of August be went 
Iwo months' visit to his native county and 

larts of Scotland, from which be had been 

aaore than twenty years, 
■incident in that visit was noteworthy. On the 
I October, Lord and Lady Cochrane, being in 
ii'gb, went to tlie thetUre, whore an eager 
Biaacmblud to do them honour. Into the after- 
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^ I knew thee, and, albeit, myself unknown, 
I called on Heaven to bless tbee for thy love, 
The strength, the constancy thou long hast shown. 

Each selfish aim, each womanish fear above : 
And, lady, Heaven is with thee ; thou art blest, 
Blest in whatever thy immortal soul loves best. 

" Thy name, ask Brazil, for she knows it well ; 
It is a name a hero gave to thee ; 
In every letter lurks there not a spell, — 

The mighty spell of immortality ? 
Te sail together down time's glittering stream ; 
Around your heads two glittering haloes gleam. 

" Even now, as through the air the plaudits rung, 

I marked the smiles that in her features came ; 

She caught the word that fell from every tongue, 

And her eye brightened at her Cochrane*s name ; 
And brighter yet became her bright eyes' blaze ; 
It was his country, and she felt the praise, — 

** Ay, even as a woman, and his bride, should feel. 

With all the warmth of an o*erflowing soul : 
Unshaken she had seen the ensanguined steel. 

Unshaken she had heard war's thunders roll. 
But now her noble heart could find relief 
In tears alone, though not the tears of grief. 

** May the gods guard thee, lady, whereso'er 

Thou wanderest in thy love and loveliness I 
For thee may every scene and sky be lair. 

Each hour instinct with more than happiness I 
May all thou vainest be good and great, 
And be thy wishes thy own future fateP 

Those aspirations were very far from realised. 
Even during his brief holiday in Scotland, Lord 
Cochrane was troubled by the news that Mr. Gal- 
loway, the engineer to whom had been entrusted 
the chief work in confitructing steam-boilers for the 
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•els, was proceeding very slowly with liis 

iCy oooTictioa is," wrote Mr. EUice, "that 

f, in lUMkaUkii^ so much, has promised 

CAB nncr p er form, and that it will be 

, if DDt lata-, before the whole work ia 

So ei^ines are to be got either in 

r liTerpwL Ton know I am not san- 

, the axuwr yon are here to judge for 

It? belter. There has been no hesitation 

Qwoof fnyia the b^iiuuing, bnt money 

\i>lw« steanbenginee and vessels in these 

ie\j«jence of that letter. Lord Cochrane 
■ w LctcKloD at once, intending personally 
i^nd imd hasten on the work. He arrived 
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he had returned to England. As soon as it was 
publicly known, however, that he was about to 
embark in a new enterprise, on behalf of Greece, 
steps were taken to restrain him bj means of an 
indictment on the score of his former employment. 
** There is a most unchristian league against us," he 
wrote to his secretary, ** and fearful odds too. To be 
prosecuted at home, and not permitted to go abroad, 
is the devil. How can I be prosecuted for fighting 
in Brazil for the heir-apparent to the throne, who, 
whilst his father was held in restraint by the re- 
bellious Cortes, contended for the legitimate rights 
of the royal House of Braganza, then the ally of 
England, who had, during the contest, by the 
presence of her consuls and other official agents, 
sanctioned the acts of the Prince Regent of Brazil ?" 
It soon became clear, however, that the Govern- 
ment had found some justification of its conduct, and 
that active measures were being adopted for Lord 
Cochrane's punishment. He was warned by Mr. 
Brougham that, if he stayed many days longer in 
England, he would be arrested and so prevented not 
only from facilitating the construction of the Greek 
vessels, but even from going to Greece at all. There- 
fore, at the earnest advice of his friends, he left London 
for Calais on the 9 th of Novenber, soon to proceed to 
Boulogne, where he was joined by his family, and 
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where he waited for six weeks, vainly hoping that 
in his absence the contractors and their overseers 
would see that the ship-building was promptly and 
properly executed. 

While at Boulogne, foreseeing the troubles that 
would ensue from these new difficulties, he was half 
inclined to abandon his Greek engagement, and in 
that temper he wrote to Sir Francis Burdett for 
advice. " I have taken four-and-twenty hours," 
wrote his good friend in answer, on the 18th of 
November, "to consider your last letter, and have 
not one moment varied in my first opinion as to the 
propriety of your persevering in your glorious career. 
According to Brougham's opinion, you cannot be put 
in a worse situation, — ^that is, more in peril of 
Government here,— by continuing foreign service in 
the Greek cause than you already stand in by having 
served the Emperor of the Brazils. In my opinion 
you will be in a great deal less ; for, the greater your 
renown, the less power vrill your enemies have, 
whatever may be their inclination, to meddle with 
you. Perhaps they only at present desist to look 
out for a better opportunity, *reculer pour mieux 
sauter,* like the tiger. I don't mean to accuse them 
of this baseness ; but, should it be the case, the less 
you do the more power they will have to injure you, 
if so inclined. Were they to prosecute you for 
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having served the Brazilian Emperor, it would call 
forth no public sympathy, or but slight, in your 
favour. The case would be thought very hard, to be 
sure ; but that would be all. Not so, should you 
triumph in the Greek cause. Transcendent glory 
would not only crown but protect you. No minister 
would dare to wag a finger — no, nor even Crown 
lawyer a tongue — against you ; and, if they did, the 
feeling of the whole English pubUc would surround 
you with an impenetrable shield. Fines would be 
paid ; imprisonment protested and petitioned against i 
in short, I am convinced the nation would be in a 
flame, and you in far less danger of any attempt to 
your injury than at present. This, my dear Lord 
Cochrane, is my firm conviction." 

Encouraged by that letter and other like expres- 
sions of opinion from his English friends, Lord 
Cochrane determined to persevere in his Greek 
enterprise, and to reside at Boulogne until the fleet 
that was being prepared for him was ready for 
service. He had to wait, however, very much longer 
than had been anticipated, and he was unable to 
wait all the time in Boulogne. There also prose- 
cution threatened him. About the middle of De- 
cember he heard that proceedings were about to be 
instituted against him for his detention, while in the 
Pacific, of a French brig named La CrdzelUy the real 
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ment thereto being in the fact, as it was 

■d, that the French Government had espoused 

3 of the Pasha of Egypt, and eo was averse to 

slan for destroj-ing the Egyptian fleet under 

I as Lord Cochrane was concocting. There- 

i deemed it expedient to quit French territory, 

Icordingly he left Boulogne on the 23rd of 

ter, and took up his residence at Brussels, with 

, on the 28th of the same mouth. 

Dugh four weary months and more he was 

at Brussels, hai^assed by the prosecutions 

out of the lawsuits that have been already 

to, in reference to which he said in one 

I" I think I must make up my mind, though 

Ba hard task, to quit England for ever;" 
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fleet. Galloway, the engineer, wrote again and 
again to promise that his work should be done in 
three weeks, — it was always ** three w^eeks hence ;" 
yet he was well informed that Galloway was wilfully 
negligent, though he did not know till afterwards 
that Galloway, having private connections with the 
Pasha of Egypt, never intended to do the work 
which he was employed to do. Lord Cochrane had 
good friends at home in Sir Francis Burdett, Mr. 
Hobhouse, and others ; but they were not competent 
to take personal supervision of the details. He had 
an experienced deputy in Captain Abney Hastings, 
who had come from Greece some time before, and 
who was now to return as Lord Cochrane's second in 
command ; but Captain Hastings, single-handed, could 
not exert much influence upon the rogues with whom 
he had to deal. " The Perseverance^'^ he wrote of the 
largest of the ships, which was to be ready first, on 
the 10th of December, "may perhaps be ready to 
sail in six weeks — Mr. Galloway has said three 
weeks for the last month ; but to his professions I do 
not, and have not for a length of time, paid the 
slightest attention. I believe he does all he can do ; 
all I object against him is that he promises more tban 
he can perform, and promises with the determination 
of not performing it. The Perseverance is a fine 
vessel. Her power of two forty-horses will, however, 



LIFK OF THE RABI, OF DUNDONALD. 



I suspect you are not quite aware of the 

»luch will take place." Lord Cochrane soon 

I quite aware of the delay, hut was unahle to 

it, and the next few months were passed 

1 tedious anxiety and ceaseless chagrin. 

le was one desperate mode of lessening the 

|for Lord Cochrane to go out in the Perse- 

las soon as it was ready to start, leaving the 

lessels to follow as soon as they were ready. 

I Ahney Hastings went to Brussels on purpose 

I him to that course, and Mr. Hobhouse also 

landed it. " There are two point*," he wrote 

|23rd of December, " to which your attention 

r' be chiefly directed by Captain Hastings. 

diency of your going with the 
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inexpedient for you to wait until you could have the 
whole armament under your orders. Be assured, 
your presence in Greece would do more than the 
activity of any man living, and, as far as anything 
can be done in pushing forward the business at home, 
neither time nor pains shall be spared. I wish 
indeed you could have the whole of the boats at once ; 
but Galloway has deteimined otherwise, and we must 
do the next best thing. Captain Hastings will tell 
you how much may be done even by one steam- 
vessel, commanded by you, and directing the opera- 
tions of the fire-vessels. On such a topic I should 
not have the presumption to enlarge to you. As to 
the American frigates, it is Mr. Ellice's decided 
opinion, as well as my own, that you should have the 
money instead of the frigates. First and last, the 
firigates never mil be Jmished. The rogues at New 
York demand 60,000/. above the 157,000/. which they 
have already received, and protest they will not 
complete their work without the additional sum. 
Now 70,000/. in your hands will be better than the 
hopes — and they will be nothing but herpes — of having 
the frigates. If you agree in this view, perhaps you 
will be so good as to state it in writing, which may 
remove Mr. Ricardo's objections." 

Lord Cochrane was tempted to follow Captain 
Hastings's and Mr. Hobbouse's advice ; but he first, 
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his wont, sougbt Sir Francis Burdett's 

; and Sir Francis dissuaded hira, for tbe 

lit any rate. " I would by no means have you 

Id with the first vessel, nor at all without 

lite means," he wrote on tbe 15th of January, 

' for besides thinking of tbe Greeks, for 

I anj, I own, greatly interested, I must think, 

fcrtainly not with less interest, of you, and, I 

Idd, in some degree of myself too; for I am 

under much responsibility, and I don't mean 

I party to making shipwreck of you and your 

I naval reputation; nor will I ever consent to 

going upon a forlorn and desperate attempt — 

Is, without the means necessary for the fair 

of success — -in other words, adequate means. 
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doing all we can to induce the parties concerned to 
second your wishes in every respect ; and I now 
learn from Mr. Hastings, who is our sheet anchor, 
that matters go on pretty well. I hope you write 
every now and then to Galloway, in whose hands is 
the fate of Greece — the worse our luck, for he is the 
great cause of our sad delay." 

" You see our House is opened," said Mr. Hob- 
house in the same letter. " Not a word of Greece in 
the Speech, and I spoke to Hume and Wilson, and 
begged them not to touch upon the subject. It is 
much better to keep all quiet, in order to prevent 
angry words from the ministers, who, if nothing is 
said, will, I think, shut their eyes at what we are 
doing. There is a very prevalent notion here that 
the (Holy) Alliance have resolved to recommend 
something to Turkey in favour of the Greeks, 
Whether this is true or not signifies nothing. The 
Turks wiU promise anything, and do just what suits 
them. They have always lost in war, for more than 
a hundred years, and have uniformly gained by 
diplomacy. They will never abandon the hope of 
reconquering Greece until driven out of Europe 
themselves, which they ought to be. By the way, 
the Greeks really appear to have been doing a little 
better lately; but I still fear these disciplined 
Arabians. I have written a very strong letter to 
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I Mavrocordatos, telling them to hold ont : — no 

Ber on any terms. I have not mentioned your 

I but I have stated vaguely that they may 

Ithe promised assistance early in the spring. 

Id indeed bo a fine thing if you could com- 

loperations during the Rhamadan ; but I fear 

impossible. Any time, however, will do 

the stupid, besotted Turks. Were they 

by Frenchmen, even the Greeks would beat 

■he leisure forced upon him, Lord Cochrane 
i use in studying for himself the character 
! stupid, besotted Turks," and the nature of 

r fliat was being waged against them by the 
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and armaments, as well as ^^ a list of the names of the 
principal persons in Greece, with their characters." 
This list, as showing the opinions of an intelligent 
Englishman, based on personal knowledge, as to the 
parties and persons with whom Lord Cochrane was 
soon to deal, is worth quoting entire, especially as it 
was the chief basis of Lord Cochrane's own judgment 
duriug this time of study and preparation. 



I. Archontes, or men influential by their riches. 

Lazaros Konduriottes. — A Hydriot merchant, the elder 
of the two brothers, who are the most wealthy men in that 
island, and eyen in all Greece. This one, by intrigue, by 
distributing his money adroitly in Hydra, and keeping in 
pay the most dissolute and unruly of the sailors, and pro- 
tecting them in the commission of their crimes, has acquired 
almost unlimitefl power at Hydra, He asserts democracy, 
appealing on all occasions to the people, who are his crea- 
tures. The other primates liate him, of course. Lazaros 
has the reputation of being clever. He never quits Hydra 
for an instant, for fear of finding himself supplanted on his 
return. 

George Konduriottes. — Brother of the former, an'l, like 
him a Hydriot merchant; an ignorant weak man; said to 
be vindictive ; espouses the party of his brother at Hydra, 
by which means he has obtained the Presidency [of Greece]. 
He made the land captains his enemies, and had not good 
men enougli to form an army of his own, viz., regular troops. 
His penetration went no further than bribing one captain to 
destroy another ; which had for effect merely the changing 
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( of chieftains withotit diminishiDg the power. I 
1 be has lately retired to Hydra, and takes no active 

EL ToMBAZES.— A Hydtiot merchant and captain. 

two brothers, at the head of the party opposed to 
.tee. Tliis man was the first who ventured on the 
om the Black Sea to Marseilles in a latteen-rigged 
Ehis traffic afterwards gave birth to the colossal 
n Hydra. These men are the most enlightened 
. This one is dignified, energetic, and a good 
however, be lost in Candia much of tlie reputation 
■eviously arquired ; hut with all the errors be com- 
ere, the loss of that island is not attributable to 
vould have been lost, under similar circumstances, 
ir commanded there. Kouduriottes and his ad< 
lite him, of course, and did nil they could to paralyze 
tions in Crete. All considered, this man is more 
f introducing order and rtigularity info the ships 
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He is a very dignified, worthy old man, possesses personal 
courage and decision, and is less intriguing than any Greek 
that I know. 

Saktoubes. — ^A Hydriot captain. He has risen from a 
sailor, and is considered by the Archontes rather in the light 
of a parvenu. He is courageous and enterprising, but a bit 
of a pirate. 

BoNDOMES, SAacADHOFF, Ghika, Oblando. — Hydriot mer- 
chants without anything but their money to recommend 
them. 

Pepinos.— A Hydriot sailor of the clan of Tombazes, who 
has distinguished himself frequently in fireships. 

Kanaris. — A Psarian sailor; the most distinguished of 
the commanders of fire-vessels. 

BoTAZES. — ^A Spetziot merchant ; the most influential per- 
son in his island. But the Hydriot merchants possess so 
much property in Spetziot vessels that, in some measure, 
they rule that island. 

Petiio-Bey [or Petros Mayromichales]. — ^The principal 
Arclionte of Maina ; was governor of that province under the 
Turks. A fat, stupid, worthy man ; is sincere in the cause, 
in which he has lost two if not three sons. 

Deliyannes. — A Moreot Archonte, and one of the most 
intriguing and ambitious; was formerly sworn enemy to 
Kolokotrones and the captains, but^ having betrothed his 
daughter to Kolokotrones's son, they have become allies. 
This man, if not the richest Archonte in the Morea, is the 
one who afiected the most pomp in the time of the Turks, 
and he cannot now easily brook his diminished influence. 
He is reported clever and unprincipled. 

NoTARAS. — ^A Moreot Archonte, considered the most an- 
cient of the noble families in the Morea ; is a well-meaning 
old blockhead ; has a son, a good-looking youth, who com- 
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le Government forces ftgainst the captains in 1824 ; 

)e an e^iegious coward. 

. — A Moreot Arehonte ; was much flattered by the 

nt, but afterwards leagued against them. He is a 

and a man of no couaideration but for his wealth.* 

. — A Moreot Arehonte ; said to posaees considerable 

3 he exercises a very considerable influence. His 

(s formerly a deputy in England. 

s. — A Moreot Arehonte ; was formerly a doctor at 

las risen into wealth and consequence sinco the 

ri ; has great talent, and is a great rogue. 

s Xaralambi. — A Moreot Arehonte of influence. 

mow his character. 

roroLOS. — A Moreot Arehonte, whose name would 

?e been beard by a foreigner, if he liad not been 

neraber of the esecutive body; a stupid old man, 

; little influence of any kind. 

rES. — A liomeliot ; waa formerly doctor to Ali 
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He is, however, poor, although in employment since the com- 
mencement of the Revolution. 

Trikoupes. — ^An Archonte of Alissolonghi ; of some im- 
portance from the English education he has received from 
Lord Guildford ; a worthy man, possessed of instruction, but, 
I think, not genius. He has married Mavrocordatos's sister. 

II. Phanariots. 

[Demetrius] Hypsilantes. — Is of a Phanariot family; 
was a Bussian officer; although young, is bald and feeble. 
His appearance and. voice are much against him. He does 
not so much want talent as ferocity. He possesses personal 
courage and probity, and may be said to be the only honest 
man that has figured upon the stage of the Revolution. He 
does not favour, but has never openly opposed, the party of 
the captains. He felt he had not the power to do it with suc- 
cess, and therefore showed his good sense in refraining. The 
Archontes, fearing the influence he . might acquire would 
destroy theirs, have uniformly opposed him, secretly and 
openly ; and they hate one another so cordially now that it 
is impossible they should ever unite. 

Mavrocordatos. — Of a Phanariot family ; came forward 
under the auspices of Hypsilantes, and then tried to supplant 
him; and to do this he made himself the tool of the 
Hydriots, who, as soon as they had obtained all power in 
their hands, endeavoured to kick down the stepping-stool 
by which they had mounted Perceiving this, he entered 
into negotiations with the captains, and frightened the Hy- 
driots into an acknowledgment of some power for himself. 
He possesses quickness and intrigue ; but I doubt if he has 
solid talent, and it is reported that he is particularly careful 
not to court danger. 
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III. Captains on Lasd-Chikftalnb. 



iTHONEs. — A cuptaiu of tbe Morea, aud the most 
in all (ireece. Ho owes tliis partly to tlie 

I rami G cations of liis family, partly to Lis reputation 

Bitary robber, aud also to the wcallh he has amassed 

■edition. Ho is a fine, decidod-looking man, and 

■■fectly all tlie loi-alities of the country for carrying 

ain warJare, aud he knows also, better than any 

V to manage the Greek mouutaiueers. He ia, how- 

:'ely ignorant of any other species of warfare, aud 

Ifliciently civilized to look forward for any other 

p to himself or his country than that of [xasessing 

Stains aud keeping the Turks at bay. He pro|)OBed 

^ all the fortresses except Naiiplia, 'Twas an error 

K'ordatos to liave made tliis niau an o]k>u enemy to 

irgauization. Had lie been allowed to have 
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undistiDgaishedy except by his colossal stature and ferocious 
countenance. 

GouRA. — A Bomeliot captain ; was a soldier of Odysseus, 
and employed by him in various assassinations, and thus he 
rose to preferment and supplanted his protector, and at 
length assassinated him. This man possesses courage and 
extreme ferocity, but is remarkably ignorant- In the hands 
of a similar master, he would have been a perfect Tristan 
I'Hermite. To supplant Odysseus, he was obliged to range 
himself with the Hydriot party. 

GoNSTANTiNE B0TZARE8. — A Suliot Captain; nephew to 
the celebrated Makrys, who, from all accounts, was a phe- 
nomenon among the captains. This man bears a good 
character. 

Karaiskakes, Rango, Kaltzas, Zavella, &c. &c. — Ro- 
meliot captains ; all more or less opposed to order, according 
as they see it suits their immediate interest. 

That estimate of the Greek heroes — in the main 
wonderfully accurate — was cei1:ainly not encouraging 
to Lord Cochrane. He determined, however, to go 
on with the work he had entered upon, and in doing 
his duty to the Greeks, to try to bring into healthy 
play the real patriotism that was being perverted by 
such unworthy leaders. 

Great benefit was conferred upon the Greeks by 
his entering into their service from its very begin- 
ning, in spite of the X)bstacles which were thrown in 
his way at starting, and which materially damaged 
all his subsequent work on their behalf. No sooner 
was it known that he was coming to aid them with 
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mrpassed bravery and his unrivalled genius 
ey took heart and held out against the 
and Egyptian foes to whom they had just 
Been inclined to yield. And his enlistment 
Icause had another effect, of which they them- 
L're ignorant. The mere announcement that 
Ided to fight and win for tliem, as he had 
lind won for Chili, for Peru, and for Brazil, 
Icaused both England and France to do their 
lin hindering him from achieving an end 
■as more thorough than they desired, forced 
tlaud and France to shake off the listlessuess 
liich they had regarded the contest during 
' 3-ears, and initiate the temporizing action 
1 was prevented from becoming aa 
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Halting there, he informed the hotel-keeper that he 
could see no one except Lard Cochrane^ which was as 
distinct an intimation that he desired an interview 
as, in accordance with the rules of etiquette, he 
could make. The hotel-keeper, however, was too 
dull to take the hint. He did not acquaint Lord 
Cochrane of the indirect message intended for him 
until the Duke of Wellington had proceeded on his 
journey. Thus was prevented a meeting between 
one of England's greatest soldiers and one of her 
greatest sailors, which could not but have been very 
memorable in itself, and which might have been far 
more memorable in its political consequences. 

The meeting was hindered, and, without listening 
either to the personal courtesies or to the diplomatic 
arguments of the Duke of Wellington, Lord Cochrane 
continued his preparations for active service in Greek 
waters. The details of these preparations and their 
practical execution, as has been shown, he was forced 
to leave in other and less competent hands, and their 
actual supervision was still impossible to him. Gra- 
dually the irritating and wasteful obstacles for which 
Mr. Galloway was chiefly responsible induced him to 
resolve upon following the advice tendered in De- 
cember by Mr. Hobhouse and Captain Hastings— that 
is, to go to Greece with a small portion only of the 
naval armament for which he had stipulated, and 
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which his most cautious friends deemed necessary to 
his enterprise. To this he was driven, not only by 
a desire to do something worthy of his great name, 
and something really helpful to the cause which he 
had espoused, but also by the knowledge that the 
tedious delays that arose were squandering all the 
money with which he had counted upon rendering 

his work efficient when he could get to Greece. 

Of tliis he received frequent and clear intimation 
from all his friends in London, though from none so 
emphatically as from the Greek deputies, Orlando 
and Lnriottis, who, being themselves grievously to 
blame for their peculations and their bad manage- 
ment, threw all the blame upon Mr. Galloway and 
the other defaulters. Finding that the proceeds of 
the second Greek loan were being rapidly exhausted 
by their own and others' wrong-doing, they were 
even audacious enough to propose to Lord Cochrane 
that, not abandoning his Greek engagement, but 
rather continuing it under conditions involving 
much greater risk and anxiety than had been antici- 
pated, he should return the 37,000/. which had been 
handed over to Sir Francis Burdett on his account, 
and take as sole security for his ultimate recompense 
the two frigates half built in America, acknowledged to 
be of so little value that no purchaser could be found 
for them. *' Our only desire," they said, ** is to 
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rescue the millions of souls that are praying with 
a thousand Bupplications that they may not fall 
victims to the despair which is only averted by the 
hope of your lordship's arrival." 

To that preposterous request Lord Cochrane made 
a very temperate answer. " I have perused your 
letter of the 18th," he wrote on the 28th of Feb- 
ruary, " with the utmost attention, and have since 
considered its contents with the most anxious desire 
to promote the objects you have in view in all ways 
in my power. But I have not l>een able to convince 
myself that, under existing circumstances, there is 
any means by which Greece can be so readily saved 
as by steady perseverance in equipping the steam- 
vessels, which are so admirably calculated to cut off the 
enemies* communication with Alexandria and Con- 
stantinople, and for towing fire-vessels and explosion- 
vessels by night into ports and places where the hostile 
squadrons anchor on the shores of Greece. With 
steam-vessels constructed for such purposes, and a few 
gunboats carrying heavy cannon, I have no doubt 
but that the Morea might in a few weeks be cleared 
of the enemy's naval force. I wish I could give 
you, without writing a volume, a clear view of the 
numerous reasons, derived from thirty-five years' ex- 
perience, which induce me to prefer a force that 
can move in all directions in the obscurity of night 
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narrow chaanels, in shoal water, and with 
ad celerity, over a naval armament of the 
pd, though of far superior force. You would 
irceive with what efficacy the counsel of De- 
les to your countrymen might be carried into 
desultory attacks on the enemy; and, in 
would perceive that steam-vessels, when- 
by shall be brought into war for hostile pur- 
prove the most formidable means that 
^ been employed in naval warfare. Indeed, it 
ppinion that twenty-four vessels moved by 
■ such as the largest constructed for your 
I could commence at St. Petersburg, and finish 
Kantinople, the destruction of every ship of 
pean ports. I therefore hold that 
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my engagement (under the faith of the stipulations 
then entered into), as a further stimulus to my 
exertion, by casting my property, as well as my life, 
into the scale with Greece. Tliis release I am ready 
to make at once ; but I cannot consent to accept as 
security, for the fruits of seven years' toil, vessels 
manned by Americans, whose pay and provisions I 
see no adequate or regular means of providing. But 
should the 150,000/. placed at the disposal of the 
Committee not prove sufficient for the objects I have 
required^ I will advance the 37,000/. for the pay and 
provisions necessary for the steamboats on the 
security of the boats themselves. Thus you have 
the option of releasing me from the service, or of 
continuing my engagement, although I shall lose 
severely by my temporary acceptance of your offer." 
In that letter Lord Cochrane conceded more than 
ought to have been expected of him. In a supple- 
mentary letter written on the same day he added : 
*' I again assure you that I am ready to do whatever 
is reasonable for the interest of Greece ; but it cannot 
be expected that for such interest I ought to sacrifice 
totally those of my family and myself, as would be 
the case were I to give up both the means I possess 
to obtain justice in South America and my indemni- 
fication, on so slender a security as that offered to 
me. Believe me, I should have tendered the 37,000/., 
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I reference to the Greek scrip I had purchased, 
not been evident to me that, under such cir- 
, the security of your public funds would 
pdent on chances which I cannot foresee, and 
lich I sliould have no control." 

I temperately rebuked, the Greek deputies did 

their proposal any further. They only 

\ promise all possible expedition in completing 

Im-vesseis. Lord Cochrane, however, volun- 

Bceded to one of their wishes. Hearing that 
best of the steamers, the Per-severarice, was 
■ready for sea, and that Mr. Galloway liad 
wlemuly pledged himself to complete the 
1 a short time, he determined not to wait for 

Jle force, but to start at once for the Mediter- 
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first two of these, the Enterprise and the Irresistible , 
he would hasten on to the Archipelago, and there 
make the best of the small force at his disposal. Not 
only was it supposed that Mr. Galloway and the 
other agents would thus be induced to more vigorous 
action : it was also deemed that the effect of this step 
upon the Hellenic nation would be very beneficial. 
" As soon as the Greek Government know that your 
lordship is on your way to Greece," wrote the London 
deputies on the ] 3th of April, " their courage will be 
animated, and their confidence renewed. We may 
with truth assert that your lordship is regarded by 
all classes of our countrymen as a Messiah, who is to 
come to their deliverance ; and, from the enthusiasm 
which will prevail amongst the people, we may ven- 
ture to predict that your lordship's valour and success 
at sea will give energy and victory to their arms on 
land." 

With the new arrangements necessitated by this 
change of plans the last two or three weeks of April 
and the first of May were occupied. Lord Cochrane 
put to gea on the 8th of May. ** As a Greek citizen," 
one of the deputies in London, Andreas Luriottis, 
had written on the 17th of April, ** I cannot refrain 
from expressing my sincere gratitude towards your 
lordship for the resolution which you have taken to 
depart almost immediately for Greece. This generous 
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ation, at a moment when my country is 
want of every assistance, cannot be regarded 
lifference by ray countrymen, who already 
111 your lordsliip as a Messiah. Your talenta 
epidity cannot allow us for a moment to doubt 
ss. My countrymen will afford you every 
:e, and confer on you all the powers necessary 
' undertaking; although your lordship must 
e that Greece, after five years' struggle, can- 
jxpected to present a very favourable aspect 
iiiger. Your lordship will, however, find men 
evotlon and courage — men who have founded 
st hopes on you, and from whom, under such 
, everything may be expected. Your lord- 
■revious exploits encourage me to hope that 
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CHAPTER XV. 

T^RD COCHBAKE's DEPABTUBB FOB OBEECE. — II 18 TI8IT TO LONDON AND 
VOTAOB TO TUE HEDITEBBANEAN. — HIS STAY AT MESSINA, AND AFTER- 
WARDS AT MARSEILLES. — THE DELAYS IN COMPLETING THE STEAMSHIPS, 
AND THE CONSEQUENT INJURY TO THE GREEK CAUSE, AND SERIOUS EM- 
BARRASSMENT TO LORD COCHRANE. — HIS CORRESPONDENCE WITH MESSRflw 
J. AND 8. BICARDO. — HIS LETTER TO THE GREEK GOVERNMENT.^- 
CHEVAUEB BYNARD, AKD THE CONTINENTAL PHILHELLENES. — LORD 
C0CHRANE*8 FINAL DEPARTURE, AND ARRIVAL IN ORKKCR. 

[1826—1827.] 

Lord Gochraxe, having pasged from Brussels to 
Flushing, sailed thence in the Unicorn on the 8th of 
May, 1826. Before proceeding to the Mediterranean, 
he determined, in spite of the personal risk he would 
thus be subjected to through the Foreign Enlistment 
Act, to see for himself in what state were the prepa- 
rations for his enterprise in Greece. He accordingly- 
landed at Weymouth, and hurrying up to London, 
spent the greater part of Sunday, the 16th of May, 
in Mr. Galloway's building yard at Greenwich. 

He found that the Perseverance was apparently 
completed, though waiting for some finishing touches 
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to be put to her boilers. " The two other vessels," he 
said, "were filled with pieces of the high-pressure 
engines, all unfixed, and scattered about in the engine- 
room and on deck. The boilers were in the small 
boats, and occupied nearly one half of their length, 
Mr. Galloway having, through inattention or other- 
wise, caused them to be made of the same dimensions 
as the boilers for the great vessels, which, by the by, 
had been improperly increased from sixteen feet, the 
length determined on, to twenty-three feet" The in- 
spection was unsatisfactory; but Mr. Galloway pledged 
himself on his honour that the Perseverance should 
start in a day or two, that the Enterprise and the 
In^esistible should be completed and sent to sea within 
a fortnight, and that the other three vessels should 
be out of hand in less than a month. 

Trusting to that promise, or at any rate hoping 
that it might be fulfilled, and after a parting inter- 
view with Sir Francis Burdett, Mr. Ellice, and other 
friends, Lord Cochrane left London on Monday, and 
joined the Unicom^ at Dartford, on the 20th of May. 
It had been arranged that he should wait in British 
waters for the first instalment of his little fleet, at any 
rate. With that object he called at Falmouth, and, 
receiving no satisfactory information there, went to 
make a longer halt in Bantry Bay. At length, 
hearing that the Perseverance had actually started. 
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with Captain Hastings for its commander, and that 
the other two large vessels were on the point of 
leaving the Thames, he left the coast of Ireland on 
the 12th of June. 

He vainly hoped that the vessels would promptly 
join him in the Mediterranean, and that within four 
or five weeks' time he should be at work in Greek 
waters. The journey, however, was to last nine 
months. The mismanagement and the wilful delays 
of Mr. Gralloway and the other contractors and agents 
continued as before. The urgent need of Greece was 
misatisfied ; the funds collected for promoting her 
deliverance were wantonly perverted ; and thelooked- 
for deliverer was doomed to nearly a year of further 
inactivity — hateful to him at all times, but now a 
special source of annoyance, as it involved not only 
idleness to himself, but also serious injury to the 
cause he had espoused. 

He passed Oporto on the 18th, Lisbon on the 20th, 
and Gibraltar on the 26th of June. He was off 
Algiers on the 3rd of July, and on the 12th he 
anchored in the harbour of Messina. There, and in 
the adjoining waters, he waited nearly three months, 
in daily expectation of the arrival of his vessels, 
Messina having been the appointed meeting-place. 
No vessels came, but instead only dismal and pro- 
crastinating letters. " We deeply lamient,** wrote 
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LJ. and S. Ricardo, the contractors for the 
man, in one of tlieni, dated the 9th of Sep- 
l"that, after all tlie exertions which have 
Id, we have not yet been able to despatch the 
Be steam-vessels. Everything has been ready 
time ; but Mr. Gralloway'a failure in the 
■will now occasion a much longer detention, 
le to your brother, who writes by the same 
liity, to explain fully to your lordship how all 
irisen, and what measures it has been consi- 
kpedient to adopt. In the whole of this 
late aftair we have endeavoured to follow 
llies; and our conduct towards Mr. Gralioway, 
nuch to answer for, has been cliiefly directed 
Ipresentations." " Galloway is the evil eenius 
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nugatory by the want of means to put it in 
eflfect.'* 

Those letters, and others written before and after, 
did not reach Lord Cochrane till the end of October. 
In the meanwhile, finding that the expected vessels 
did not arrive at Messina, and that in that place it 
was impossible even for him to receive accurate in- 
formation as to the progress of affairs in London, he 
called at Malta about the middle of September, and 
thence proceeded to Marseilles, as a convenient halt- 
ing-place, in which he had better chance of hearing 
how matters were proceeding, and from which he 
could easily go to meet the vessels when, if ever, they 
were ready to join him. He reached Marseilles on 
the 12th of October, and on the same day he for- 
warded a letter to Messrs. Ricardo. " I wrote to you 
a few days ago," he said, " from Malta, and, as the 
packet sailed with a fair wind, you will receive that 
letter very shortly. You will thereby i>erceive the 
distressing suspense in which I have been held, and 
the inconvenience to which I have been exposed, by 
remaining on board this small vessel for a period of 
five months, during all the heat of a Mediterranean 
summer, without exercise or recreation. This situa- 
tion has been rendered the more unpleasant, as I 
have had no means to inform myself, except through 
the public papers, relative to the concern in which 
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low eugaged. My patience, however, is now 

, and I have come here to learn whether I 

loct tlic steam- vessels or not, — whether tlie 

Ls blunders of Mr. Galloway are to be reme- 

Ihose concerned, or if an ill-timed parsimony 

lin Greece to inevitable destruction ; for such 

Itbe consequence, if Ibrahim's resources are 

) before the period at which it is usual fot 

Imminence operations. You know my opinions 

iiat it is unnecessary to repeat tliem to you. 

Iiowever, add, that the intelligence and plana 

Ibtained since my arrival in the Mediterra- 

Ifirm these opinions, and enable me to predict, 

I much certainty as I ever could do on any 

; if the vessels and the means to pay 
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'Globe' of the 2nd of last month that the holders of 
Oreek stock were to have a meeting. I conclude 
they came to some resolution, and this resolution I 
•want to know. I wish I could give them my eyes to 
see with — they would then pursue a course which 
would secure their interests. This, however, is im- 
possible; therefore they must, like the Grreeks, be 
left to follow their own notions. I have, however, 
no objections to your stating to these gentlemen, 
either publicly or privately, that I pledge my repu- 
tation to free Greece if they will, by the smallest 
additional sacrifice that may be required, put the 
stipulated force at my disposal."* 

At Marseilles, Lord Cochrane received information, 
disheartening enough, though more encouraging 
than was justified by the real state of aflFairs, with 
reference to his intended fleet. On the 14th of 
October he wrote to explain his position, as he him- 
self understood it, to the Greek Government. " By 
the most fortunate accident," he said, " I have met 
Mr. Hobhouse here, who, from his correspondence 
with Messrs. Ricardo and others in London, enables 
me to state to you that the two large steamboats 
will be completed on the 28th day of this month, and 
that they will proceed on the following day for the 

^ This letter, like some others of this nature, is partly written in cypher, 
the key to which is lost. Its concluding sentences, therefore, are not 
given. 
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Ir* which I had assigned to them previons to 

Irture. You may, therefore, count on their 

iGreece about the 14th of next month. The 

. frigate is said to be completed and on her 

I fotil a confident hojxi that I shall be able 

1 a very efficient ship of war to the before- 

vessels.* It is prolable," he added, " that 

We reports will be circulated here and through 

lie prints, because, under existing circum- 

[ find it necessary to appear now as a person 

Ig about for private amusement. I can 

jou, however, that the hundred and sixty 

liich I have already spent in this small 

ever having my foot on shore till 

before yesterday, bas been a sacrifice 
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That concealment had to be maintained, and the 
wearisome delays continued, for three months more. 
All the promises of Mr. Galloway and all the eflfprts, 
real or pretended, of the Greek deputies in London, 
were vain. The completion of the steam-vessels was 
retarded on all sorts of pretexts, and when each little 
portion of the work was said to be done, it was 
found to be so badly executed that it had to be can- 
celled and the whole thing done afresh. In this way 
all the residue of the loan of 1825 was exhausted, and 
all for worse than nothing. 

Lord Cochrane would never have been able to 
proceed to Greece at all, had the Greek deputies, 
Orlando and Luriottis, who had contracted for his 
employment, been his only supporters. Fortunately, 
however, he had other and worthier coadjutors. The 
Greek Committee in Paris did much on his behalf, 
and yet more was done by the Philhellenes of Swit- 
zerland, with Chevalier Eynard at their head, of 
whom one zealous member. Dr. L. A. Gosse, of 
Geneva, " well-informed, very zealous, full of genuine 
enthusiasm for the cause of humanity, and an ex- 
cellent physician," as M. Eynard described him, 
was about to go in person to Greece, as adminis- 
trator of the funds collected by the Swiss Committee. 
Lord Cochrane's disconsolate arrival at Marseilles, 
and the miserable failure of the plans for his en- 
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had not been knuwn to M. Gynard and 
lids a week, before tbey set themselves to 
Itbe mischief as far as lay in their power. 
Kt and chief movement they proposed to buy 
1 corvette, then lying in Marseilles Harbour, 
I her out as a stout auxiliary to Lord Coch- 
■ttle force expected from London and New 
)rd Cochrane, being consulted on the 
igerly acceded to it in a letter written on 
I of October. " As 1 have yet no certainty," 
I " that the person employed to fit the ma- 
lof the steam-vessels will now perform his 
■er than he has heretofore done, I recommend 
the corvette, provided that she can be 
the sum of 200,000 francs, and, if 
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and to become personally acquainted with many 
other Philhellenes, 

Neither Lord Cochrane nor his friends could quite 
abandon hope of the ultimate completion of the 
London steam-vessels. They felt, too, that with 
nothing but the new vessel, the American frigate, and 
the Perseverance, Lord Cochrane would have very 
poor provision for his undertaking. ** I have this 
moment received a letter from his lordship," wrote 
M. Eynard to Mr. Hobhouse on the 12th of January, 
1827, "wherein he appears rather disappointed with 
respect to the scantiness of the forces and the means 
placed at his disposal. He informs me that he has 
no oflScers, few sailors ; and that, in case the steamers 
should not arrive, he will not feel qualified to en- 
counter the Turkish and Egyptian naval forces, as 
well as the Algerines, who of all are the best manned. 
* I therefore shall not be able to undertake anything 
of moment,' continues his lordship. * Thus to stake 
my character and existence would be a mere Quixotic 
act. I will put to sea, however, but still with a 
heavy heart ; yet not until I have with me all 
requisites, and my stores and ammunition be em* 
barked likewise.' Discouragement appears through- 
out his lordship's letter." 

The discouragement is not to be wondered at. It 
is hardly necessary, however, to give further illus- 
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pf it, or of the troubles incident to this long 
|-time. Enough has been said to show Lord 
position in relation to tliis deplorable 
I affairs, and to exonerate him from all blame 
laatter. That he should have been blamed at 
' part of the wanton injustice that attended 
larly all through his life. He had consented, 
I autumn of 1825, to enter the service of 
leks, on the distinct understanding that six 
l-built steamships sliould be placed at hia 
I, aud to facilitate the arrangements he did 
le far more than could have been expected of 
For the delays and disasters that befel those 
Iments he was in no way responsible : he was 
'cby a very gi'eat sufferer. But his suffer- 
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and energetic oGScer. Thence he set sail, with the 
two vessels, on the 23rd of February. He reached 
Poros, and entered upon his service in Greek waters, 
on the 19th of March. '* He had been wandering 
about tlie Mediterranean in a fine English yacht, pur- 
chased for him out of the proceeds of the loan, in 
order to accelerate his arrival in Greece, ever since 
the month of June, 1826," says the ablest historian 
of the Greek Revolution.* The preceding para- 
graphs will show how much truth is contained in 
that sarcastic sentence. 



• Finlay, vol. ii., p. 137. 
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Greeks fought with unsurpassed heroism, and then 
the whole struggle for liberty fell into the lawless 
and disordered condition which already had prevailed 
in many districts, and which was then to become 
universal and to offer obstacles too great even for 
Lord Cochrane's genius to overcome in his efforts to 
revive genuine patriotism and to render thoroughly 
successful the cause that he had espoused. 

The last great stand was at Missolonghi. Built 
on the edge of a marshy plain, bounded on the north 
by the high hills of Zygos and protected on the south 
by shallow lagoons at the mouth of the Gulf of 
Lepanto, and chiefly tenanted by hardy fishermen, 
this town had been the first in Western Greece to 
take part in the Revolution. Herein June, 1821, 
nearly all the Moslem residents had been slaughtered, 
the wealthiest and most serviceable only being spared 
to become the slaves of their Christian masters. In 
the last two months of 1822 the Ottomans had made 
a desperate attempt to win back the stronghold ; but 
its inhabitants, led by Mavrocordatos, who had lately 
come to join in the work of regeneration, had reso- 
lutely beaten off the invaders and taken revenge 
upon the few Turks still resident among them. 
'* The wife of one of the Turkish inhabitants of Mis- 
solonghi," said an English visitor in 1824, ** im- 
ploring my pity, begged me to allow her to remain 

VOL. I. 2 R 
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JiT roof, in order to shelter her from the 

and cruelty of the Greeks. They had 

Id all her relations. A little girl, nine years 

liained to be the only companion of her 

Missolonghi continued to be one of the 

Itrongholds of independence in continental 

and, the revolutionists being forced into it 

iTiirks, who scoured the districts north and 

It in 1824 and 1825, it became in the latter 

\ main object of attaclf and the scene of most 

resistance. Here were concentrated the 

lergies of the Greek warriors and of their 

antagonists, and here was exhibited the last 

1st heroic effort of the patriots, unaided by 

hampions of note, in their long and hard- 
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thousand soldiers and armed peasants, with a thou- 
sand citizens and boatmen as auxiliaries. At first the 
tide of fortune was with tbenu The Turks had to 
defend themselves as best they could irom numerous 
sorties, well-planned and well-executed, in May and 
June ; and fresh courage came to the Greeks with the 
intelligence that Admiral Miaoulis was on his way 
to the porty with as powerful a fleet as he could 
muster. While he was being expected, however, on 
the 10th of July, the Turkish Capitan Pasha of 
Greece arrived with fifhr-five vesseli?. Miaoulis, 
with forty Greek sail, made his appearance on 
the 2nd of August Thus the naval and mihtaiy 
forces of both sides were brought into formidable 
opposition. 

At first the Greeks triumphed on the sea. In the 
night of the 3rd of August, Miaoulis, finding that 
Missolonghi was being greatly troubled by the 
blockade established by the Turks, cleverly placed 
himself to windward of the enemy's line, and at 
daybreak on the 4th he dispersed the squadron 
nearest the shore. At noon the whole Turkish force 
came against him. He met them bravely, but being 
able to do no more than hold his own by the ordi- 
nary method of war&re, he sent three fireships 
against them in the afternoon. The Turks did not 
wait to be injured by them. They fled at once, 

2 B 2 
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going all the way to Alexandria in search of safety. 
Miaoulis then lost no time in seconding his first 
exploit by another. A detachment of the army of 
Eastern Greece, under the brave generals Karai- 
skakes and Zavellas, having been sent to harass 
Reshid Pasha's operations, the admiral assisted them 
in a successful piece of strategy. The Turks were, on 
the 6th of August, attacked simultaneously by the 
ships and by the outlying battalion of Greeks, while 
fifteen hundred of the garrison rushed out upon the 
invaders. Four Turkish batteries were seized, and 
a great number of their defenders were killed and 
captured ; the remainder, after tough fighting during 
three hours and a half, being driven so far back that 
much of the besieging work had to be done over 
again. 

Miaoulis then went in search of the Ottoman 
fleet, leaving the townsmen, who were enabled, by the 
raising of the blockade, to receive fresh supplies of 
food, ammunition, and men, to continue their defence 
with a good heart. Reshid Pasha vigorously restored 
his siege operations, but, attempting to force his way 
into the town on the 21st of September, was again 
seriously repulsed. The Turks were allowed, and even 
tempted, to advance to a point which had been skil- 
fully undermined by the besieged. The mine was 
then fired, and a great number of Moslems were 



THE SIEGE OF MlSSOLONGHl. 373 

blown into the air, while their comrades, fleeing in 
disorder, were further injured by a storm of shot 
from the ramparts. A similar device was resorted 
to, with like success, on the 13th of October. Reshid 
had to retire to a safe distance and there build 
winter quarters for his diminished and starving 
army. Karaiskakes and Zavellas entered Missolonghi 
without liindrance, there to concert measures which, 
had they been promptly adopted, might have utterly 
destroyed the besieging force. 

They delayed their plans too long. The Capitan 
Pasha having in August fled in a cowardly way 
to Alexandria, there effected a junction with the 
Egyptians, and returned to the neighbourhood of 
Missolonghi in the middle of November with a huge 
fleet of a hundred and thirty-five vessels, well sup- 
plied with troops and provisions. These he landed 
at Patras on the 18th, just in time to be free from 
any annoyance that might have been occasioned by 
Miaoulis, who returned to Missolonghi on the 28th 
with a fleet of only thirty-three sail. He had vainly 
attacked a part of the Moslem force on its way, and 
now, after landing some stores at Missolonghi, made 
several vain attempts to overcome a force four times 
as strong as his own. He soon retired, intending to 
return as promptly as he could collect a large fleet 
and bring with him further supplies of the provisions 
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of which the Missolonghites were beginning to be iu 
need. 

The need was greater even than he imagined. Not 
only had the Capitan Pasha brought temporary as- 
sistance, in men and food, to the besieging force. 
Yet greater assistance soon came in the shape of an 
Egyptian army, led by Ibrahim Pasha himself. An 
overwhelming power was thus organized during the 
last weeks of 1825, and the defenders of Missolonghi 
were left to succumb to it, almost unaided. Their 
previous successes had induced the Greeks of other 
districts to believe that they could continue their 
defence alone, and almost the only relief obtained 
by them was from the Zantiots, who had all along 
been zealous in the despatch of money and pro- 
visions, and from Miaoulis and the small fleet and 
equipment that he was able to collect from the islands 
of the Archipelago. Miaoulis returned in January, 
1826, and did much injury to the Turkish and 
Egyptian vessels. But he could offer no hindrance 
to the action of the Turks and Egyptians upon land. 
The rainy months of December and January, in 
which no important attack could be entered upon, 
were spent by Ibrahim and his companions in pre- 
paration for future work. The invaders were now 
well provided with every requisite. The besieged 
were in want of nearly everything. ** Invested for 
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ten months," says the contemporary historian, ** fre- 
quently on the verge of starvation, thinned hy 
fatigue, watching, and wounds, they had already 
huried fifteen himdred soldiers. The town was in 
ruins, and they lived amongst the mire and water of 
their ditches, exposed to the inclemency of a rigorous 
season, without shoes and in tattered clothing. As 
far as their vision stretched over the waves they 
beheld only Turkish flags. The plain was studded 
with Mussulman tents and standards; and the gradual 
appearance of new batteries more skilfully disposed, 
the field days of the Arabs, and the • noise of saws 
and hammers, gave fearful warning. Yet these 
gallant Acarnanians, Etolians, and Epirots never 
flinched for an instant."* 

On the 13th of January, Ibrahim Pasha sent to say 
that he was willing to treat with them for an honour- 
able surrender if they would convey their terms by 
deputies who could speak Albanian, Turkish, and 
French. ** We are illiterate, and do not understand 
so many languages," was their blunt reply ; ** pashas 
we do not recognize; but we know how to handle 
the sword and gun." f 

Sword and gun were handled with desperate 
prowess during February and March and the early 
part of April. In April, offers of capitulation were 

* Gordon, vol. ii., p. 253. t Ibid. 
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by Ibrahim, and more disinterested attempts 
tbe worst calamity were made by Sir Fre- 
Ldam, the Lord High Commissioner of the 
elands. Both proposals were stoutly rejected. 
3olongbiotes declared that they would defend 
vo to the last, and trust only in God and 
own strong arms. But on tbe 1st of April 
scanty distribution of pubhc rations was 
d. For three weeks tbe inhabitants sub- 
xin nothing; but cats, rats, hides, seaweed, 
itever other refuse and vermin they could 
At length, on the 22nd of April, finding it 
le to hold out for a day longer, they resolved 
ate the town in a body, and, cutting their 
jugh the enemy, to try to join KaraTskakes 
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others, crouching in corners of their homesteads, 
deeming it better to be murdered there than in the 
open country. The rest obeyed the orders of the 
generals. All the women dressed themselves as men, 
with swords or daggers at their waists. Every child 
who could hold a weapon had one placed in his hand. 
There was bitter leave-taking, and desperate words 
of encouragement passed from one to another, as the 
patriots were marshalled in the order of their de- 
parture; — three thousand fighting men to open a 
passage and four thousand women and children to 
follow ; — ^the whole being divided into three separate 
parties. At length all was ready, and the first party 
silently passed out of the town and advanced to the 
bridges. To their amazement, they no sooner ap- 
peared than they were met by volley after volley of 
Turkish fire. A traitor had revealed their plan, and 
every measure had been taken for their destruction. 
Some rushed on in despite ; others hurried back, to 
fall into confusion, which it was hard indeed to over- 
come. They felt, however, that this deadly chance 
was their only chance of life, and they pressed on 
through the fire and the swords of their foes, and by 
the sheer heroism of despair forced a passage to the 
mountains. Karaiskakes's aid — apparently through 
no fault of his — was only obtained when the worst 
dangers had been surmounted or succumbed to. Of 
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I thousand persons who were in Missolonghi 
pay of the evacuation, four thousand were 
tiie town or on the way out of it. Only 
hundred men and two hundred women 
lldren lived to reach Salona after more 
|\veek of wandering and hiding among the 

png siege of Missolonghi illustrates all the 
. Bome of the worst features of the Greek 
In it there was patriotism worthy, in 
as of splendour, of the nation that claimed 
li'roui the heroes of Plataia and ThermopylEe. 
patriotism was often titful in its working, 
liRH- wholly wanting. The Greeks could not 
leniiciouB influences that sprang, almost 
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lousies divided the leaders of the Revolution. They 
were quarrelling while the power that each one 
coveted for himself was, step by step, being wrested 
from them all ; and when they tried to do well their 
want of discipline often rendered their efforts of small 
avail. No adequate attempt was made to relieve 
Missolonghi by land, and the brave conduct of Mia- 
oulis on the sea was almost neutralized by the dis- 
organization of his crews and the selfish policy of the 
islanders who sent him out. 

** With respect to the Greek army," wrote General 
Ponsonby to the Duke of Wellington, from Corfu, on 
the 15th of June, " it is, generally speaking, a mob ; 
and a chief can only calculate upon keeping it 
together as long as he has provisions to give it or 
the prospect of plunder without danger. There is 
nothing to oppose the Egyptian army but a mob 
kept together by the small sums sent by the different 
committees in foreign countries. The Greeks have 
a great horror of the bayonet, which, however, they 
have never seen near, except at Missolonghi. The 
Suliots, who chiefly formed the garrison of that place, 
are fine men, and certainly fought with great 
courage. Much has been said of naval actions, but 
there is no truth in any of the accounts. The 
Greeks are better sailors than the Turks, but no 
action has been fought since the beginning of the 



' LIFE OF TEE EAEL OF DCNTX)NALD. 



is understood by action that there is risk 

on both sides. The Greeks, liowever, have 

lidera with their fleet. They have destroyed 

ge ships, and, in the month of February 

twenty-three brigs, they out-manoeuvred 

fleet of sixty sail, and threw provisions 

»longhi. This, though done by seamanship, 

I fighting, was called a great battle and a 

■tory. I was within two miles of the fleets, 

Icannonade for six hours was tremendous; 

1 I spoke to Miaoulis the following morning 

|ie he had not lost a man in his fleet," • 

^ the summer and winter following the £ill 

j a series of small disasters, the aggregate 

. by no means small, befel the Greeks. 
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the cause of the insurgents than angry complaints 
were made bv the Turkish (xovemment to the British 
ministry, and Mr. Canning, then Foreign Secretary, 
had more than once to avow that the authorities in 
England knew nothing of his movements, and had 
done all that the law rendered possible to restrain 
him. He had also to promise that everything legal 
should be done to keep him in check on his arrival 
in Greek waters. " We have heard," he wrote in 
August to his cousin, Mr. Stratford Canning, after- 
wards Lord Stratford de Redcliffe, the ambassador at 
Constantinople, " that Lord Cochrane is gone to the 
Mediterranean; whether it be really so, we know 
not." He then proceeded to define the bearing of 
English and international law in the existing cir- 
cumstances. " Lord Cochrane may enter the Greek 
service, and continue therein. He may even, as a 
Greek commander, institute (as he did in Brazil) 
blockades which British officers will respect, and 
exercise the belligerent rights of search on British 
merchantHships, without exposing himself to any 
other penalty than that which the law will inflict 
upon him if ever hereafter he shall again bring him- 
self within its reach, and be duly convicted of the 
offence for the punishment of which that law was 

enacted. If, indeed, he should do any of such things 
without a commission he would become a pirate, and 
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liable to the summary justice to which, without refer- 
ence to the municipal laws of his country, he would, 
as an enemy of the human race, be liable; and 
liable just as much from the officers of any other 
country as of his own." * 

While that correspondence was going on, Lord 
Cochrane, as we have seen, waa battling with a k ng 
series of delays, as irksome to himself as they were 
unfortunate to the Greeks. It was not till the 14th 
of September, about eight months after the time fixed 
for the arrival of his whole fleet, that the first instal- 
ment of it, the Perseverance, which he had sent on as 
soon as it was completed, with Captain Abney Has- 
tings as its commander, entered the harbour of Nau- 
plia. On the 2 6th of October, Captain Hastings wrote 
a letter, giving curious evidence of the estimate 
formed by him of the Greek character. It was left 
at Nauplia and addressed to " the commander of the 
first American or English vessel that arrives in 
Greece to join the Greeks." " An apprenticeship in 
Greece tolerably long," he wrote, '*has taught me 
the risks to which anybody newly arrived, and 
possessed of some place and power, is exposed. They 
know me, and they also know that I know them ; 
yet they have not ceased, and never will cease, 
intriguing to get this vessel out of my hands and into 

* " Des[)at€he8 of the Duke of Wellingtx)n,'' vol. iii., pp. 357, 358. 
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their own, which would be tantamount to ruining 
hen Knowing all this, I take the liberty of leaving 
this letter, to be delivered to the first officer that 
arrives in Greece in the command of a vessel, to 
caution him not to receive on board his vessel any- 
Greek captain. They will endeavour, under various 
pretences, to introduce themselves on board, and 
when once they have got a footing, they will gra- 
dually encroach until they feel themselves strong 
enough to turn out the original commander. The 
presence of such men can only be attended with 
inconvenience, for, if you are obliged to take a 
certain number of Greek sailors, these captains will 
render subordination among them impossible by their 
own irregularity and bad example. If you want 
seamen, take some fix)m Hydra, Spetzas, Kranidi, or 
Poros. The Psarians may be trusted in very small 
numbers. Take a few men from one, a few from 
another island, and thus you will be best enabled to 
establish some kind of discipline. Take a good 
number of marines. Choose them from the peasantry 
and foreign Greeks, and you may make something of 
them. You must see, sir, that, in this my advice to 
the first oflScer arriving in command of a vessel, I can 
have no interest any further than inasmuch as I wish 
well to the Greek cause, and therefore do not wish to 
see a force that can be of great service rendered 



384 LIFE OF THE EARL OF DUNDONALD. 

ineflfective by falling into the hands of people totally- 
incapable and unwilling to adopt a single right 
measure. In Greece there cannot be any military 
operations except such as are carried on by foreigners 
in their service." 

That letter was written after Captain Hastings had 
endured a month's annoyance from the trouble 
brought upon him by the Hydriot officers and 
seamen who tried to oust him from the command 
of his fine vessel, whose name was now changed from 
the Perseverance to the Karteria. Unfortunately, his 
letter, left at Nauplia, did not reach the captain of 
the next reinforcement, the American frigate, which 
arrived at Egina on the 8th of December. ** She was 
one of the finest ships in the world," we are told, 
*' carrying sixty-four guns — long 32-pounders on the 
main, and 42-pound carronades on the upper deck — 
and was filled with flour, ammunition, medicines, and 
marine stores for eighteen months' consumption. 
The Greeks contemplated her with delight, but, upon 
the departure of the American officers and seamen 
who navigated her out, they discovered that she 
would be more embarrassing than useful to them. To 
manage vessels of such a size was beyond their 
capacity, and the mutual jealousy of the islanders 
suggested to the Government the absurd notion of 
putting the frigate into commission. Hydra, Spetzas, 



THE ** HELLAS" AND ADMIRAL MIAOULIS. 385 

and the Psarian community being desired to send 
quotas of men. This plan was now found to be 
impracticable. Repeated fights occurred on board. 
The ship was twice in danger of being wrecked at 
Egina, and at Poros she actually drifted ashore, 
luckily on soft mud. She was finally given up 
to Miaoulis, with a Hydriot crew of his own 
selection."* 

This frigate, christened the Hellas^ came too late to 
be of much service to Admiral Miaoulis, before the 
arrival of Lord Cochrane. In the previous summer 
and autumn, however, he had been harassing 
and keeping at bay the Turkish and Egyptian 
fleets — work in which Hastings was in time to assist 
him. 

Andreas Miaoulis, one of the least obtrusive, was 
almost the worthiest of all the Greek patriots. 
During five years he had never ceased to do the best 
that it was possibte for him to do with the bad 
materials at his disposal. When the Greek Re- 
volution was at its height, he had contributed largely 
to its success ; and in the ensuing years of disaster 
upon land, he had maintained its dignity on the sea 
by oflFering bold resistance to the great naval power 
of the combined Turkish and Egyptian fleets. No 
better proof of his patriotism could be given than in 

* Gordon, vol. ii., p. 326. 
VOL. I. 2 c 
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the zeal with which he surrendered to Lord Cochrane 
the leadership of the fleet which had devolved upon 
him for so long and been so ably conducted by him. 
" I received four days ago," he wrote from Poros on 
the 23rd of February, 1827, "your amiable letter of 
the 19th of last month, and my great satisfaction at 
the announcement of your approaching arrival in 
Greece is joined with a special pleasure at the honour 
you do me in associating me with your important 
operations. I shall be happy, my admiral, if, in 
serving you, I can do my duty. I await you with 
impatience." 

Just a month before that, on the 23rd of 
January, a like letter of congratulation was addressed 
to Lord Cochrane from Egina by the Governing 
Commission of Greece. " The intelligence of your 
speedy coming to Greece," they said, *' has awakened 
the liveUest joy and satisfaction, and has already 
begun to rekindle in the hearts of the Greeks that 
enthusiasm which is the most powerful weapon and 
the surest support of a nation that has devoted itself 
to the recovery of its most sacred rights. The 
Government of Greece is waiting with the utmost 
impatience for the most zealous defender ©f the 
nation's liberty. It hopes to see you in its midst as 
soon as possible after your arrival at Hydra, and then 
to make you acquainted with the actual state of 
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Greece, and to furnish you with all the means in its 
power for the achievement of the grand results 
proposed by your lordship." The letter was signed 
by Andreas Zaimes, as President of the Commission, 
and by seven of its members, among whom were 
Mavromichales, or Petro-Bey, who, with Zaimes and 
two others, represented tlie Morea, Spiridion Tri- 
koupes, the deputy for Roumelia, Zamados from 
Hydra, Monarchides from Psara, and Demetra- 
kopoulos from the islands of the Egean Sea. 

By the same body was issued, on the 21st of 
February, a preliminary commission, intended to 
protect him in case of any opposition being raised to 
his progress by the authorities of other nations. 
"The Governing- Commission of Greece," it was 
written, ** makes known that Admiral Lord Cochrane 
is recognised as being in the service of Greece, and 
accordingly has the permission of the Government to 
hoist the Greek flag on all the vessels that are under 
his command. H6 has power, also, to fight the 
enemies of Greece to the utmost of his power. 
Therefore the officers of neutral powers, being in- 
formed of this, are implored, not only to offer no 
opposition to his movements, but also, if necessary, to 
supply him with any assistance he may require, 
seeing that it is our custom to do the same tc^ all 
friendly nations." 

2 c 2 
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I. 

(Page 22.) 

The following ** Resum^ of the Services of the late Earl of 
DuDdonaldy none of which have been Requited or Officially 
Recognized/' was written by his son, one of the authors of the 
present work, and printed for private circulation in 1861. 

1. The destruction of three heavily-armed French corvettes, near 
the mouth of the Garonne, the crew of Lord Cochrane's frigate, 
PaUaa, being at the time, with the exception of forty men, engaged 
in cutting out the Tapageuaef lying under the protection of two 
batteries thirty miles up the river, in which operation they were 
also successful, four ships of war being thus captured or destroyed 
in a single day. For these services Lord Cochrane obtained nothing 
but his share of the Tapageute, sold by auction for a trifling sum, 
the Government refusing to purchase her as a ship of war, though 
of admirable build and construction. Contrary to the usual rule, 
no ship ever taken by Lord Cochrane, throughout his whole career, 
was ever allowed to be bought into the navy. For the corvettes, 
which Lord Cochrane destroyed with so small a crew, he never 
received reward or thanks, the alleged reason being, that, having 
become wrecks, they were not in existence, and therefore could not 
have value attached to them. This decision of the Admiralty was 
contrary to custom, as admitted to the present day. In the late 
Russian war a gunboat of the enemy having been driven on shore 
and wrecked, compensation is said to have been awarded to the 
officers and crew of the British vessel which drove her on shore. 
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The importanco of wrecking a gunboat, in comparison witb the 
destruction of three fast-sailing ships, which were picking up our 
merchantmen in all directions, needs no comment. 

2. Lord Cochrane*s seryices on the coast of Catalonia, of which 
Lord Colling wood, then commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, 
testified of his lordship to the Admiralty that by his energy and 
foresight he had, with a single frigate, stopped a French army from 
occupying Eastern Spain. The services by which this was effected 
were as follows :— Preventing the reinforcement of the French 
garrison in Barcelona, by harassing the newly-arrived troops in 
their march along the coast, and organising and assisting the 
Spanish militia to oppose their progress, Lord Cochrane himself 
capturing one of their forts on shore, and taking the garrison 
prisoners. 

On the approach of a powerful French corps d^carmSe towards 
Barcelona, Lord Cochrane blew up the roads along the coast, and 
taught the Spanish peasantry how to do so inland. By blowing np 
the cliff roads, near Mongat, Lord Cochrane interposed an insur- 
mountable obstacle between the army and its artillery, capturing 
and throwing into the sea a considerable number of field-pieces, so 
that the operations of the French were rendered nugatory. For 
these services, Lord Cochrane, notwithstanding the strong repre- 
sentations of Lord Collingwood to the Board of Admiralty, neither 
received thanks nor reward of any kind; notwithstanding that 
whilst so engaged, and that voluntarily, in successfully accom- 
plishing the work of an army, he patriotically gave np all chances 
of prize money, though easily to be obtained by cruising after the 
enemy's vessels. In place of this, he neither searched for nor 
captured a single prize, whilst engaged in harassing the French 
army on shore, devoting his whole energies towards the enterprise 
which he considered most conducive to the interests of his country. 

3. Having effected his object. Lord Cochrane sailed for the Gulf 
of Lyons, with the intention of cutting off the enemy's shore com- 
mimications. This he accomplished by destroying their signal 
stations, telegraphs, and shore batteries along nearly the whole 
coast, navigating his frigate with perfect safety throughout this 
proverbially perilous part of the Mediterranean. In order further 
to paralyse the enemy's movements, Lord Cochrane made a practice 
of burning paper near the demolished stations, so as to deceive the 
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French into the belief that he had burned their signal books ; he 
rightly judging that from this circumstance they might not deem 
it necessary to alter their code of signals. The ruse succeeded, 
and, transmitting the signal books to Lord Collingwood, then 
watching the enemy's preparations in Toulon, the commander-in- 
chief was thus fully apprised, by the enemy's signals, not only of 
all their naval movements, but also of the position and movements 
of all British ships of war on the French coast. Lord Cochrane's 
single frigate thus performed the work of many vessels of observa- 
tion, and Lord Collingwood testified of him to the Admiralty that 
*'his resources seemed to have no end." Notwithstanding this 
testimony from his commander-in-chief. Lord Cochrane neither 
received reward nor thanks for the service rendered. 

4. On his return to the Spanish coast, Lord Cochrane found the 
French besieging Hosas, the Spaniards maintaining possession of 
the citadel, whilst Fort Trinidad had just been evacuated by the 
British officer who had been co-operating with the Spaniards in the 
larger fortress. Lord Cochrane, believing that if Fort Trinidad 
were held till reinforcements arrived, the French must be compelled 
to raise the siege of Bosas, persuaded the Spanish Governor not to 
surrender, as he was about to do, on its evacuation by the British 
officer aforesaid, and threw himself into the fort with a detachment 
from the seamen and marines of the Imphieme, with which frigate 
he maintained uninterrupted communication, in spite of the enemy, 
who, on ascertaining it to be Lord Cochrane who was keeping them 
at bay, redoubled their effi>rt8 to capture the fort, the gallant defence 
of which is amongst the most remarkable events of naval warfare. 
Lord Cochrane held Fort Trinidad till, the Spaniards surrendering 
the citadel, he would not allow his men to run further risk in their 
behalf, and withdrew the seamen and marines in safety. For this 
remarkable exploit Lord Cochrane, though himself severely wounded, 
neither received reward nor thanks, except from Lord Collingwood, 
who again, without effect, warmly applauded his gallantry to the 
Admiralty. 

5. Immediately on his arrival at Plymouth, on leave of absence 
in consequence of ill health from his extraordinary exertions, Lord 
Cochrane was immediately summoned by the Admiralty to White- 
hall, and asked for a plan whereby the French fleet in Basque 
Iloads, then threatening our West Lidia possessions, might bo 
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destroyed at one blow ; this extraordinary request from a junior 
captain, after the most experienced officers in the navy had pro- 
nounced its impracticability, forcibly proving the very high opinion 
entertained by the Admiralty of Lord Cochrane's skill and resources. 
He gave in a plan, and was ordered to execute it, which order he 
reluctantly obeyed, having done all in his power to decline an 
invidious command, for fear of arousing the jealousy of officers to 
whom he was junior in the service. What followed is matter of 
history, and needs not to be recapitulated. Yet for the destruction 
of that powerful armament he neither received reward nor thanks 
from the Admiralty, though rewarded by his sovereign with the 
highest order of the Bath, a distinction which marked his Majesty's 
sense of the important service rendered. 

Nine years afterwardB head money was awarded to the whole 
fleet, of which only the vessels directed by Lord Cochrane and a 
few sent afterwards, when too late for effective measures, took part 
in the action. The alleged reason of this award was that the Cal- 
cutta, one of the ships driven ashore by Lord Cochrane, did not 
surrender to him, but to ships sent to his assistance. This was not 
true, though after protracted deliberation so ruled by the Admiralty 
Court, and officers now living and present in the action have re- 
cently come forward to testify to the ship being in Lord Cochrane's 
possession before the arrival of the ships which subsequently came 
to his assistance. A small sum was therefore only awarded to him 
as a junior captain, in common with those who had been spectators 
only, and this he declined to receive. Such was his recompense 
for a service to the high merit of which Napoleon himself afterwards 
testified in the warmest manner ; and it may be mentioned as a 
further testimony that a French Court Martial shot Captain Lafont, 
the commander of the (JalcuUa^ because he surrendered to a vessel 
of inferior power, viz., Lord Cochrane's frigate, the ImpMeuse of 
forty-four guns, the Calcutta carrying sixty guns.* 

* Captain Lafont was ahot on board the Ocean^ on September 9, 1809, for 
turrendering the Calcut(a to a ship of inferior force, thus proving that she sur- 
rendered to Lord Cochrane alone, though Sir William Scott ruled in opposition 
to the facts adopted hy the French Court Martial, which condemned Captain 
Lafont to death for the act. The surrender to Lord Cochrane alone is further 
proved by the additional fact, that the captains of the Ville de Vareovie and 
Aquiloriy which did surrender to the other ships in conjunction with Lord 
Cochrane's frigate, were not even accused, much less punished for so doing. 
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The exploits of Lord Cochiune in the Speedy and PaUaa are too 
well known in naval history to require recapitolation, and of these 
it may he said that the numerous prizes captured by these vessels 
constituted their own reward. It may here be mentioned in con- 
firmation of what has previously been said, that the Gamo, a mag- 
nificent xebeque frigate of thirty-two guns, was not allowed to be 
bought into the navy, but was sold for a small sum to one of the 
piratical Barbary States, notwithstanding that Lord Cochrane had 
said that if he were allowed to have her in place of the Speedy^ 
then in a very dilapidated condition, he would sweep the Mediter- 
ranean of the enemy's cruisers and privateers. His capacity so to 
do may be judged from what he e£fected with the Speedy, mounting 
only fourteen 4 -pounders. 

With regard to the services previously enumerated, the case is 
different, notwithstanding their national importance in comparison 
with his minor acts, which may be classed as brilliant exploits only. 
But that no reward should have been conferred for doing effectively 
the work of an army, and that without the cost of a shilling to the 
nation beyond the ordinary expenditure of a small frigate, necessary 
to be disbursed whether she performed any effective service or not, 
is a neglect which, unless repaired in the persons of his successors, 
will for ever remain a blot on the British Grovemment Still more 
so will the worse n^lect of not having in any way rewarded him 
for the destruction of the French fleet in Basque Eoads, for though 
only four ships were destroyed at the moment, the whole fleet of 
the enemy was so damaged by having been driven on shore from 
terror of the explosive vessel^ fired with Lord Cochrane*8 own hand, 
that it eventually became a wreck ; and thus our West Lidia com- 
merce, then the most important branch of national export and im- 
port, was in a month after Lord Oochrane's arrival from the Medi- 
terranean relieved from the panic which paralysed it, and restored 
to its wonted security ; — a service which can only be estimated by 
the gloom and panic which had previously pervaded the whole 
country. 

Were reference made to the pension list, and note taken of the 
pensions granted to other officers and their successors for services 
which in point of national importance do not admit of comparison 
with those of Lord Cochrane, the present generation would be sur- 
prised at the national ingratitude manifested towards one, who, in 
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great country to refrain from rewarding him in the ordinary man- 
ner for bis most important services, rendered when others shrank 
from them, as was the case at Basque Roads, where his plans, 
declined by his seniors in the service, were successfully executed 
by himself under the greatest possible discouragement and dis- 
advantage. 

But the injustice manifested towards the late Earl of Dundonald 
did not end here. Driven from the service of his own country, and 
without fortune, he was compelled by his necessities to embark in 
the service of foreign states. With his own hand, directed by his 
own genius, which had to supply the place of adequate naval force, 
he liberated Chili, Peru, and Brazil from thraldom, consolidating 
the rebellious provinces of the latter empire on so permanent a 
basis, that its internal peace has never again been disturbed. Yet 
not one of these states has to this day satisfied the stipulated and 
indisputable arrangements by which he was induced to espouse their 
cause ; the reason of their breach of contract being distinctly trace- 
able to the course pursued towards Lord Dundonald in England. 
Seeing that the British Gk)vernment paid no attention to the yet 
more important claims he had upon its gratitude, the South American 
States believed that they might with impunity disregard their own 
stipulations, and the dictates of national honour ; the chief of one of 
tbem having had the audacity to tell Lord Cochrane that ho would 
tind no sympathy in the British Government. 

Three of the most distinguished ofi&cers in the British service, 
Sir Thomas Hastings, Sir John Burgoyne, and Colonel Colquhoun, 
have felt it their duty, when ofi&cially reporting on the efiScacy of 
Lord DundonaId*8 war plans, to give him the highest credit for 
having kept his secret " under peculiarly trying circumsktneca" and 
from pure love of his native country. The '' trying circumstances " 
were these, — that he had been driven from the service of that 
country by the machinations of a political faction, which, in the 
conscientious performance of his parliamentary duties, he had of- 
fended. Even this injury, which blasted his whole life and prospects, 
did not detract one iota frt)m the love of country, which to the day 
of his death was with him a passion ; his acute mind well knowing 
how to draw the distinction between his country and those who 
were sacrificing its best interests to their love of power, if not 
to less worthy purposes. Never was praise more honourably given, 
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than in the Ordnance Beport of the above-named distiuguished 
officers, and never vffia it more nobly deserved. 

Another '* peculiarly trying circmnstanoe " alluded to by those 
officers, was that, when compelled by actual pecuniary necessity, 
in consequence of the deprivation of his rank and pay, and the 
demands of increasing family, to accept service under a foreign 
state as his only means of subsistence, he lay before the castles of 
Callao, into which had been removed for security the whole wealth 
of the rich capital of Peru, including bullion and plate, estimated 
at upwards of a million sterling, he preserved his war secret, though 
strongly urged to put it in execution. Had he listened to the 
' temptation, in six hours the whole of that wealth must have been 
in his possession. For not listening to it, he incurred the enmity 
of his employers, who urged that they were entitled to all his pro- 
fessional skill and knowledge, as a part of his bargain with them ; 
and his non-compliance with their wishes is doubtless amongst the 
chief reasons why they have not, to this day, ^satisfied their own 
offered stipulations for his services. Yet, at the very moment when 
he was displaying this self-sacrificing patriotism, lest his country 
might suffer from his secret being divulged, the Government of 
Great Britain had, at the suggestion of the Spanish Gk>vemmenty 
passed a ** Foreign Enlistment Act," with the express intention of 
enveloping him in its meshes.* 

* On LfOrd Cochrane's return from Brazil, having occasion to go before the 
Attorney-General, on the Bubject of a patent, that learned functionary rudely 
asked blm, '^ Whether he locu not afraid to appear in hit pmeneef" Lord 
Cochrane*fl reply waa, •• A'o, nor in the presence of any man living." Evidence 
exists that the Attoiney-Generul asked the Ministry if he should proiiecute 
Lord Cochrano under the Foreign Enlistment Act, the reply being iu the 
negtitive. 
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11. 

(Page 23.) 

As a striking instance of Lord Cochrane's method of exposing 
naval abuses, part of a speecli delivered by him in the House 
of Commons, on the 11th of May, 1809, is here copied from 
his "Autobiography," vol. ii. pp. 142 — 144. 

An admiral, worn out in the service, is superaDnnated at 410Z. 
a year, a captain at 210/., a clerk of the ticket office retires on 7002. 
a year I The widow of Admiral Sir Andrew Mitchell has one third 
of the allowance given to the widow of a Commissioner of the 
Navy. 

I will give the House another instance. Four daughters of the 
gallant Captain Courtenay have 12Z. 10«. each, the daughter of 
Admiral Sir Andrew Mitchell has 25Z., two daughters of Admiral 
Epworth have 257. each, the daughter of Admiral Keppel 242., the 
daughter of Captain Mann, who was killed in action, 252., four 
children of Admiral Moriarty 252. each. That is — thirteen daugh- 
ters of admirals and captains, several of whose fathers fell in the 
service of their country, receive from the gratitude of the nation a 
sum less than Dame Mary Saxton, the widow of a commissioner. 

The pension list is not formed on any comparative rank or 
merit, length of service, or other rational principle, but appears to 
me to be dependent on parliamentary influence alone. Lieutenant 
Ellison, who lost his arm, is allowed 912. 5«., Captain Johpstone, 
who lost his arm, has only 452. 12«. 6<2., Lieutenant Arden, who lost 
his arm, has 91/. 5^., Lieutenant Campbell, who lost his leg, 402., 
and poor Lieutenant Chambers, who lost both his legs, has only 802., 
whilst Sir A. S. Hamond retires on 15002. per annum. The brave 
Sir Samuel Hood, who lost his arm, has only 5002., whilst the late 
Secretary of the Admiralty retires, in full health, on a pension of 
15002. per annum. 
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To speak less in detail, 32 flag officers, 22 captains, 50 lieu- 
tenants, 180 masters, 36 surgeons, 23 pursers, 91 boatswains, 97 
gunners, 202 carpenters, and 41 cooks, in all 774 persons, cost the 
country 4028Z. less than the nett proceeds of the sinecures of Lords 
Arden (20,358Z.), Camden (20,536Z.), and Buckingham (20,693/.). 

All the superannuated admirals, captains, and lieutenants put 
together, have bub 1012Z. more than Earl Camden's sinecure alone ! 
All that is paid to the wounded officers of the whole British navy, 
and to the wives and children of those dead or killed in action, do 
not amount by 214Z. to as much as Lord Arden's sinecure alone, 
viz. 20,3582. What is paid to the mutilated officers themselves is 
but half as much. 

Is this justice ? Is this the treatment which the officers of the 
navy deserve at the hands of those who call themselves his Majesty*s 
Government ? Does the country know of this injustice ? Will this 
too bo defended ? If I express myself with warmth I trust in the 
indulgence of the House. I cannot suppress my feelings. Should 
31 commissioners, commissioners' wives, and clerks have 3899Z. 
more amongst them than all the wounded officers of the navy of 
England ? 

I find upon examination that the Wellesleys receive from the 
public 34,7292., a sum equal to 426 pairs of lieutenants' legs, cal- 
culated at the rate of allowance of Lieutenant Chambers's legs. 
Calculating for the pension of Captain Johnstone's arm, viz. 452., 
Lord Arden's sinecure is equal to the value of 1022 captains' arms. 
The Marquis of Buckingham's sinecure alone will maintain the 
whole ordinary establishment of the victualling department at 
Chatham, Dover, Gibraltar, Sheemess, Downs, Heligoland, Cork, 
Malta, Mediterranean, Cape of Good Hope, Kio de Janeiro, and 
leave 64602. in the Treasury. Two of these comfortable sinecures 
would victual the officers and men serving in all the ships in ordi- 
nary in Great Britain, viz. 117 sail of the line, 105 frigates, 27 
sloops, and 50 hulks. Three of them would maintain the dockyard 
establishments at Portsmouth and Plymouth. The addition of a 
few more would amount to as much as the whole ordinary establish- - 
ments of the royal dockyards at Chatham, Woolwich, Deptford, and 
Sheemess ; whilst the sinecures and offices executed wholly by 
deputy would more than maintain the ordinary establishment of all 
the royal dockyards in the kingdom. 
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Even Mr. Ponsonby, who lately made so pathetic an appeal to 
the good sense of the people of England against those whom he was 
pleased to term demagognes, actually receives, for having been 
thirteen months in office, a sum equal to nine admirals who have 
spent their lives in the service of their country; three times as 
much as all the pensions given to all the daughters and children of 
all the admirals, captains, lieutenants, and other officers who have 
died in indigent circumstances, or who have been killed in the 
service. 
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ic 30th of Marcli, and as I am thereby taoght that the 

1 n-hicli I wrote arc not now considered bo intimately 
n-itli your eicellency's department as they were by your 
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have been ill-underBtood, have invariably been decided in a manner 
favourable to me, I confess myself at a loss to understand your 
excellency's meaning, not having any recollection of such favourable 
decisions, and therefore not feeling myself competent either to 
admit or deny imless in the furst place your excellency shall be 
pleased to descend to particulars. I do indeed recollect that the 
late ministers, professing to havQ the authority of his Imperial 
Majesty, and which, from the personal countenance I have ex- 
perienced from that august personage, I am sure they did not 
clandestinely assume, proffered to me the command of the imperial 
squadron, with every privilege, jsmolument, and advantage which I 
possessed in the command of the navy of Chili; and this, your 
excellency is desired to observe, was not a verbal transaction, but a 
written one, and therefore not liable to any of those misunderstand- 
ings to which verbal transactions, as your excellency observes, are 
naturally subject. Now, in Ohili my commission was that of 
commander-in-chief of the squadron, without limitation as to time 
or any other restriction. My command, of course, was only to 
cease by my own volnntary resignation, or by sentence of court- 
martial, or by death, or other uncontrollable event. And accord- 
ingly the appointment which I accepted in the service of his 
Imperial Majesty^ and in virtue of which I sailed in command of 
the expedition to Bahia, was that of commander-in-chief of the 
whole squadron, without limitation as to time or otherwise ; and 
this, too, your excellency will be pleased to observe, was not a 
verbal transaction, but a solenm engagement in writing, bearing 
date the 26th day of March, 1828, and now in my possession. I 
had also the assurance in writing of the Minister of Marine, that 
the formalities of engrossment and registration of such appoint- 
ment were only deferred from want.of time, and should be executed 
immediately after my return. 

And now I most respectfully put it home to your excellency 
whether these engagements have or have not been fully confirmed 
and complied with under the present administration. I ask your 
excellency whether the patent which I received, bearing date the 
25th November, 1823, did not contain a clause of limitation by 
which I might at any time be dismissed from the service under any 
pretence or without any pretence whatever — without even the form 
of a hearing in my own defence. Then again I ask your ex* 

2 D 
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oellencj whether my office as oommander-in-chief of the squadron 
was not reduced for a period of three months — as appears by every 
official commnnication of the Minister of Marine to me daring thai 
period — to the command only of the vessels of war anchored in this 
port ?* and further on this subject I ask your excellency whether 
after my repeated remonstrances against this injurious limitation of 
my stipulated authority, it was not pretended by the decree 
published in the Gazette of the 28th February, that I was then for 
the first time, as a mark of special favour, elevated to the rank of 
commander-in-chief of the squadron, and that too during the 
period only of the existing war : although nothing less than the 
chief command had been offered to me at the first, without any 
restriction as to time, and although it was only in that capacity I 
had consented to enter into the service, and under a written 
appointment as such I had then been in the service nearly twelve 
months. And then I ask your excellency whether the limitation 
introduced into the patent of the 25th of November last, in violation 
of the original agreement, and confirmed and defined by the decree 
published on the 28th of February following; to which may be 
added the communication which I received from your excellency, 
excluding mo from taking the oath, and becoming a party to the 
constitution, the 149th article of which provides for the protection 
of officers until lawfully deprived by sentence of court-martial ; I 
say that I respectfully ask your excellency whether these proceed- 
ings were not well adapted for the purpose of casting me off with 
the utmost facility at the earliest moment that convenience might 
dictate ; either with or without the admission of those claims for 
the future to which past services are usually considered entitled, as 
might best suit the inclination of those with whom my dismissal 
might originate. And is it not most probable that their inclina- 
tion would run counter to those claims, especially when it is 
considered that my letter of the 6th of March to the Minister of 
Marine, in which I made the inquiry whether my right to half-pay 
would be recognized on the termination of the war, has never been 
answered, although my application for a reply has been repeated ?^ 

* This was resorted to, in order to prevent Lord Cochrane from stationing the 
cruisers to annoy the enemy, to deprive him of any interest In future capturee, 
and prevent his opposition to the unlawful restoration of enemy's property. 

t An answer was at last given, a few days before Lord Cochranc's asdstanoe 
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If then the explicit engagements in writing between the late 
minister of his Imperial Majesty and myself have, as I have 
shown, been set aside by the present ministry and counoil, and 
other arrangements far less favourable to me, and destructiye of the 
lawfdl security of my present and future rights, have without my 
consent been substituted in their stead, where, I entreat your 
excellency, am I to look for those favourable constructions of '^ ill- 
understood verbal transactions," which your excellency requires me 
to accept as a proof that the intentions of the present ministry and 
council, in respect to me, have ever been of the most favourable 
and obliging nature ? 

I would beg permission, too, to inquire how it happened that 
portarias * from the Minister of Marine, charging me unjustly from 
time to time with neglecting to obey the command of his Imperial 
Majesty, were constantly made public, while my answers in refuta- 
tion were always suppressed. And why, when I remonstrated 
against this injustice, was I answered that the same course should 
be persisted in, and that I had no alternative but to acquiesce, or to 
descend to a newspaper controversy by publishing my exculpations 
myself? Is it possible not to perceive that the ex parte publica- 
tion of these accusatory portarias was intended to lower me in the 
public estimation, and to prepare the way for the exercise of that 
power of sunmoary dismissal which was so un&irly acquired by the 
means above described ? 

On the subject of the prizes your excellency is pleased to state : 
" Les dijffioult^ survenues dans lo jugement des prizes ont en dee 
motifs si oonnus et po6iti& qu'il est assez doloureux de les voir 
attribuir ^ la mauvaise volenti dn Gonseil de S. M. I." To this I 
reply that I know of no just cause for the delay which has arisen in 
the decision of the prizes, and consequently I have a right to 
impute blame for that delay to those who have the power to 
cause it or remove it. If the majority of the voices in council had 
been for a prompt condemnation to the captors of the prizes taken 



was called for to put down the reyolution at Pernambaoo ; and half of the 
originally-granted half-pay was decreed when he should ictom, after the termi- 
nation of hostilities, to his native country. 
* Official communications. 

2 D 2 
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from the Poringaese nation, is it possible that indiyidnals of that 
nation wonld be suffered to continae to be the jndges of those 
prizes after an experience of many months has demonstrated either 
their determination to do nothing, or nothing fftvoorable to the 
captors ? The repugnance of Portuguese judges to condenm pro- 
perty captured from their fellow-countrymen, as a reward to those 
who have engaged in hostilities against Portugal, is natural enongh, 
and is the only well-known and positive cause of the delay with 
which I am acquainted ; but it is not such a cause for delay as 
ought to have been permitted to operate by the ministers and 
council of his Imperial Majesty, who are bound in honour and duty 
to act with fidelity towards those who have been engaged as 
auxiliaries in the attainment and maintenance of the independence 
of the empire. I did, however, inform your excellency that I had 
heard it stated that another difficulty had arisen in the apprehen- 
sion that this Gk)vemment might be under the necessity of eventually 
restoring the prizes to the original Portuguese owners as a condi- 
tion of peace. But this, your excellency assures me, proves 
nothing but that I am a listener to " rapporteurs," whom I ought to 
drive from my presence. Unfortunately, however, for this bold 
explanation of your excellency, the individual whom I heard make 
the observation was no other than his excellency the present 
Minister of Marine, Francisco Yillala Barboza. If your ex- 
cellency considers that gentleman in the light of a " rapporteur," or 
talebearer, it is not for me to object ; but the imputation of being 
a listener to or encourager of talebearers, so rashly advanced by 
your excellency against me, is without foundation in truth. It 
may be necessary for ministers of state to have their eavesdroppers 
and informers, but mine is a straightforward course, which needs 
no such precautions. And if there be any who volunteer informar- 
tion or advice, I can appreciate the value of it, and the motives of 
those who offer it. Those who know me much better than your 
excellency does, will admit that I am in the habit of thinking for 
myself, and not apt to act on the suggestions of others, especially if 
officiously tendered. 

As to the successive appointment and removal of incompetent 
auditors of marine, for which your excellency gives credit to the 
the council, I can only say that the benefit of such repeated 
cliangcs is by no means apparent. And to reveii; again to the 
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difficulty of decision, for which your excellency intimates there is 
sufficient canso, I beg leave to ask your excellency what just reason 
can exist for not condemning these prizes to the captors. Can it be 
denied that the orders under which I sailed for the blockade of 
Bahia authorized me to act hostilely against the ships and property 
of the crown and subjects of Portugal ? Can it be denied that war 
was regularly declared between the two nations ? Was it not oven 
promulgated under the sanction of his Imperial Majesty in a 
document giving to privateers certain privileges which it is ad- 
mitted were possessed by the ships of war in the making and sale 
of captures? And yet did not the Prize Tribunal (consisting 
chiefly, as I before observed, of Portuguese), on the return of the 
squadron, eight months afterwards, pretend to be ignorant whether 
his Imperial Majesty was at war or at peace with the kingdom of 
Portugal ? And did they not under that pretence avoid proceeding 
to adjudication ? Was not this pretence a false one, or is it one of 
those well-founded causes of difficulty to which your excellency 
alludes ? Can it be denied that the squadron sailed and acted in 
the full expectation, grounded on the assurance and engagements of 
the Government, that all captures made under the flag of the enemy, 
whether ships of war or merchant vessels, were to be prize to the 
captors ? and yet when the prize judges were at length under the 
necessity of commencing proceedings, did they not endeavour to 
set aside the claims of the captors by the monstrous pretence that 
they had no interest in their captures when made within the 
distance of two leagues from the shore ? Will your excellency 
contend that this was a good and sufficient reason? Was it 
founded in common sense, or on any rational precedent, or indeed 
any precedent whatever? Was4t either honest to the squadron or 
faithful to the country? Was it not calculated to prevent the 
squadron from ever again assailing an invading enemy, or again 
expelling him from the shores of the empire ? Then, in the next 
place, did not these most extraordinary judges pretend that at least 
all vessels taken in ports and harbours should be condemned as 
droits to the crown, and not as prize to the captors? Was not 
this another most pernicious attempt to deprive the imperial 
squadron not only of its reward for the past but of any adequate 
motive for the risk of future enterprise ? And in eflbct, were not 
these successive pretences calculated to operate as invitations to 
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surpassing magnitndo of the naval power of that little island, and 
her consequent greatness as a nation ? 

Can your excellency deny that the delay, the neglect, and the 
conduct generally of the prize judges, have been the cause of an 
immense diminution in the value of the captures ? Have not the 
consequences boon a wanton and shameful waste of property by 
decay and plunder? Can your excellency really believe in the 
existence of a good and sufficient motive for consigning such 
property to destruction, rather than at once awarding it to the 
captors in recompense for their services to the empire ? Is it not 
true that all control over the sales and cargoes of the vessels, most 
of which are without invoices, have been taken from the captors 
and their agents and placed in the hands of individuals over whom 
they have no authority or influence, and from whom they can have 
no security of receiving a just account ? And can it be doubted 
that the gracious intentions of his Imperial Majesty, as announced 
by himself, of rewarding the captors with the value of the prizes, 
are in the utmost danger of being defeated by such proceedings ? 

Since the 12th day of February, when his Imperial Majesty was 
graciously pleased to signify his pleasure in his own handwriting 
that the prizes, though condemned to the crown, should be paid for 
to the captors, and that valuators should be appointed to estimate 
the amount, is it not true that nothing whatever, up to the date of 
my former letter to your excellency, had been done by his 
ministers and council in furtherance of such his gracious inten- 
tions? On the contrary, is it not notorious that, since the an- 
nouncement of the imperial intention, numerous vessels and cargoes 
have been arbitrarily disposed of by authority of the auditors of 
marine, by being delivered to pretended owners and others without 
legal adjudication, and even without the decency of acquainting the 
captors or their agents that the property had been so transferred? 
And has not the whole cost of litigation, watching and guarding 
the vessels and cargoes, been entirely at the expense of the captors, 
notwithstanding the disposal of the property and the receipt of tb^ 
proceeds by the agents of Government and others? 

So little hope of justice has been presented by the proceed- 
ings of the Prize Tribunal, that it has appeared quite useless to 
label the stores found in the naval and military arsenals of Maran- 
hfto, or the 66,000 dollars in the chests of the Treasury and 
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CoBtom House, with doable that stun in bills, all of which was left 
for the use of the province, or permitted to be disbursed to satisfy 
the clamorous troops of Ceara and Pianhj. Has any remuneration 
been offered to the navy for these sacrifices, of which ministers 
were duly informed by my official despatches ? or has any recom- 
pense been awarded for the Portuguese brig and schooner of war, 
both completely stored and equipped, which were surrendered at 
MaranhSo, and which have ever since been employed in the naval 
service ? To a proportion of all this I should have been entitled 
in Chili, as well as in the English service ; and why, I ask, must I 
here be contented to be deprived of every hope of these the fruits 
of my labours? In addition to the prize vessels delivered to 
claimants without trial, have not the ministers appropriated others 
to the uses of the state without valuation or recompense ?* 

In short, is it not true that though more than a year has elapsed 
since the sailing of the imperial squadron under my command, and 
nearly half a year since its return, after succeeding in expelling 
the naval and military forces of the enemy from Bahia, and liberat- 
ing the northern provinces, and uniting them to the empire; I 
say is it not true that not one shilling of prize money has yet been 
distributed to the squadron, and that no prospect is even now 
apparent of any distribution being speedily made ? Is it not true 
that the only substantial reward of the officers and seamen of the 
squadron for the important services they have rendered has hitherto 
been nothing more than their mere pittance of ordinary pay ; and 
even that in many instances vezatiously delayed and miserably 
curtailed? And with respect to myself individually, is it not 
notorious that I necessarily consume my whole pay in my current 
expenses ; that my official rank cannot be upheld with less, and that 
it is wholly inadequate to the due support of the dignity of those 
high honours which his Imperial Majesty has been graciously 
pleased to confer ? 

Under all these circumstances, it is in vain that I endeavour to 
make that discovery which your excellency assures me requires only 
a moment's reflection : " An reste " (your excellency says), " que 
V®. Ex~. r^fl^chisse un moment, celle trouverd que le Gouveme- 

• This conduct was afterwards more flagrantly exemplified on the arrival of 
the new and noble prize frigate Imperairice, the equipment whereof had cost 
tlic captore 12,000 milrcas, which sum has never been rcturne<i. 



EARL OF DUNDONALD'S TREATMENT IN BRAZIL. 409 

ment de S. M. L simplement et uniqnement pour faire plaisir II 
Y". Ex^. & s*est attir^ one enorm6 rosponsabilit^ dans lea en- 
gagemens pris avec Y\ Ex"^." It is not one moment only nor one 
hour that I have reflected on these words, but without making the 
promised discoyerj, or any probable gness at your excellency's 
meaning. I would therefore entreat your excellency to tell mo 
what it is that the Government has engaged to do. All that I 
know is they have engaged to pay mc a certain sum per annum 
as commander-in-chief of the squadron ; and this engagement, I 
admit, they have so fiir fulfilled. But the amount is little moro 
than is received by the commander-in-chief of an English squadron ; 
and is it not found in that service, and in every regular or 
established naval service, that for one officer qualified for any 
considerable command there are probably ten that are not quali- 
fied; though all have necessarily been reared and paid at the 
national expense ? Whereas, in this case, so feur from your having 
been at the expense of money in order to procure a few that are 
effective, you obtained at once, without any previous cost whatever, 
the services of myself and the officers that accompanied me, all of 
whom were experienced and efficient. Now, the united amount of 
the salaries you are engaged to pay to myself and the officers whom 
I brought with me does not exceed 25,000 dollars a year. To speak 
of this as an ^* enormous responsibility" as an empire, requires 
more than a *' moment's reflection " to be clearly understood. The 
Government did, however, engage to pay to myself and my brother 
officers and seamen the value of our captures from the enemy, 
pursuant to the practice of all maritime belligerents, but this 
engagement has not hitherto been fulfilled. If, however, your 
excellency admits the responsibility of the Government to fulfil this 
engagement also, I am still equally at a loss to conceive in what 
sense that responsibility can be considered enormous, inasmuch as 
these prizes were not the property of the state, nor of individuals 
belonging to this nation, but were the property of Portugal, with 
whom this nation was and is engaged in lawful war. The payment, 
therefore, of the value of these prizes to the captors, supposing 
even the fall value to be paid, does not in effect take one penny out 
of the national treasury, or out of the pocket of any Brazilian. If 
it be false — and your excellency appears to scout the idea — that 
any danger exists of having to pay twice for these prizes ; if there 
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content mo to the full, would be to desist from evading the 
performance of those engagements, and to cause them at once to be 
folly and hononrably fulfilled. And I do beUeve that my *' Cor- 
respondance Officielle nne fais rendue pnblique, en fiEdra foi ;" for 
I am not conscious that I have ever called on the Ooyemment to 
incur one farthing of expense on my account beyond the fulfilment 
of their written engagements, which were the same as those which 
I had with Chili, which were formed precisely on the practice of 
England. There was, indeed, a verbal and conditional engagement 
with the late ministers that certain losses which I might incur in 
consequence of leaving the service of Chili should be made good ;* 
and the question as to the obligation of fulfilling that engagement 
I submitted (in my letter of the 6th of March to the Minister of 
Marine) to the consideration of their successors. It will be 
fortunate for me if this should prove to be one of those '* ill-under* 
stood verbal transactions " which your excellency assures me the 
present ministers and council always decide in my favour. I shall 
not in that case be backward to receive the benefit of the decision 
with *' thanks and satisfaction ;" but I am willing to resign it 
rather than it should add an overwhelming weight to that " enor- 
mous responsibmty" which your exceUency complains has already 
been incurred with a view to my contentment. I repeat that I 
have never asked for more than I possessed in Chili, or than any 
officer of the same rank is entitled to in England ; though British 
officers have heretofore received in the service of Portugal double 
the amount of their English pay ; and though the burning climate 
of Brazil is injurious to health, while those of Chili and Portugal 
are salubrious. Your excellency, therefore, is perfectly welcome 
to publish the whole of my official correspondence, because instead 
of proving, as your excellency asserts, the great difficulty of con- 
tenting me, it would go far to prove the much greater difficulty of 
inducing those with whom I have to do to take any one step for 
that purpose. 

I confess, however, that in order to content me effectually it is 

* Ab tbc Brazilian Government had obtained possession of a new corvette, 
named the Maria de Gloria, wliich cost the Government of Chili 90,000 dollars, 
without reimbursing to that State one single farthing ; and by the said act had 
deprived Lord Cochrane of the benefit he would have derived, as commander- 
in-chief, from the services of that ship in the Pacific, the non-fulfilment of this 
engagement seems the more unjust. 
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projndico to tho servioe of his Lnponal Majesty and to the in- 
terests and prospects of the empire ? 

Can it bo denied that the treatment to which the officers are 
exposed is in the highest degree cruel and unjust ? Have they not 
in many instances been confined in a fortress or prison-ship 
without being told who is their accuser or what is the accusation ? 
And arc they not kept for many months at a time in that cruel 
state of suspense and restraint without the moans or opportunity of 
justification or defence? Ilave not some of them while incarce- 
rated in the fortress of the Island of Ck)bras been deprived of their 
pay for a great length of time, and even denied the provisions 
necessary for their subsistence ? And if, after all, they are brought 
to trial, are not their judges composed of the natives of a nation 
with whom they are at war ? Is it possible that English, or other 
foreign officers in the service, can be satisfied with such a system ? 
Can your excellency entertain a doubt, that open accusation, 
prompt trial, unsuspected justice, and speedy punishment, if 
merited, are essential to the good government of a naval service ? 
Nay, is it possible that your excellency should not know that the 
system of government in ^e naval service of Portugal is the most 
wretched in the world, and consequently the last that ought to have 
been adopted for the naval service of Brazil ? 

And here I would respectfully ask your excellency whether you 
know of any one thing recommended by me for the benefit of the 
naval service being complied with? Have the laws been revised 
to adapt them to the better government of the service ? Has a 
corps of marine artillery been formed and taught their duty? 
Have young gentlemen intended for officers been sent on board to 
leam their profession ? Have young men been enlisted and sent on 
board to be bred up as seamen ? Or has any encouragement been 
given to the employment of Brazilians in the commerce of the 
coast?* 

With regard to those difficulties, delays, and other impediments 
of which I have complained as existing in the arsenal and other 
offices, and which your excellency supposes me to have represented 
as being caused, or at least tolerated, by the minister, and which 

^ It was the policy of Portugal to navigate the ooosting-tnulc of Brazil by 
slaves ; and that of Spain to allow none but Indinni) to exercise the trade of 
ftdhcrmcn on the shores of their South American colonies. 
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rendered efficient; which it can never be unless the same good 
faith is observed with the officers and men as is kept between the 
Government and navy of England, and unless indeed many other 
important considerations are attended to which appear to have 
hitherto escaped the regard of the Imperial Government. Why, for 
instance, is there that indifference in regard to the clothing of 
the men ? What but discontent, debasement, and enervation, can 
be the effects of that ragged and almost naked condition in which 
they have so long been suffered to remain, notwithstanding the 
nnmerons applications that We been made for the necessary 
clothing ? I would also inquire the reason that officers and men, 
strangers to each other, and destitute of attachment and mutual 
confidence, are hastily shipped together in vessels of war going on 
active service, when better arrangements might easily be made. 
What can be expected from the vessels of war just gone out, in 
case they should meet with any serious opposition, but disgrace 
to those by whom they were so imperfectly and improperly 
equipped ? 

If this communication were not already too long, or if, after the 
letter I have received from your excellency, it were possible for me 
to continue my representations in the hope of redress, I could add 
to the list of those causes of complaint which I have already 
pointed out many particulars which none but those who are blindly 
attached to that wretched system which has been so injurious to the 
marine and kingdom of Portugal could consider either trifling or 
imaginary. But as my present object has been chiefly to repel those 
imputations in which your excellency has so freely indulged, and 
believing that I have fully succeeded in that object, and have 
shown clearly that your excellency has unjustly and untruly ac- 
cused me of encouraging talebearers, making unfounded complaints, 
and of being of a nature so avaricious as never to be satisfied — 
which latter, by<the-by, is an extraordinary accusation to prefer 
against me — a man whom your excellency must know has not 
hitherto been benefited, after being more than a year in the 
service, to the amount of one shilling for the important services he 
has rendered, but who, on the contrary, as he can show by his 
accounts, has necessarily expended more in his official situation 
than he has received in the service; so that the " remercimens " 
and the " satisfaction," which your excellency accuses him of being 
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